
By Jaré Cardinal

Special to the Press

SALAMANCA — It’s 
Dec. 31, 1902, in Madison 
Square Garden, New 
York City. The Syracuse 
Athletic Club is playing 
the Knickerbocker 
Athletic Club in the first 
World Series of Football.

A brainstorm of Tom 
O’Rourke, the manager 
of the Garden, the series 
invited the best teams in 
college and pro football 

to compete against each 
other with the winner 
declared “the champion of 
the world.”

But O’Rourke 
had a difficult time 
finding players for the 
tournament. The Amateur 
Athletic Association’s 
push to stop college and 
amateur players from 
completing with pros 
was in full swing. In the 
end, only four athletic 
club teams participated: 
Warslow, Syracuse, 
Knickerbocker and 

Orange.
And if finding teams 

to participate was 
not difficult enough, 
O’Rourke had to redo the 
Garden to accommodate 
the games. Dirt replaced 
wooden floors. The 
enclosed space allowed 
only a 70-yard-long by 
35-yard-wide field. Stands 
came right up to the 
playing field, which could 
be disastrous for both 
the fans and the players. 
The arena walls bordered 
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Seneca, Salamanca communities 
mourn 3 COVID-19 deaths in one family

By Kellen M. Quigley

Managing Editor

SALAMANCA — Many 
across the Salamanca and 
Seneca Nation communities 
have been mourning after 
three members of the same 
family — a mother and two 
daughters, each succumbing 
to COVID-19 — died within 
three weeks of each other.

As members of the Heron 
Clan in the Seneca Nation 
who participated in their 
government, advocated for 
education and served the 
public for decades, the loss 
of these women leaves a 
hole in hundreds of lives that 
cannot be filled.

Norma Jean Kennedy, 
91, died May 23. Her oldest 
daughter, Diane L. Kennedy, 
71, of Salamanca, died May 
29. Diane’s sister, Cynthia J. 
Mohr, 65, also of Salamanca, 
died June 12.

At one point in May, all 
three were in Olean General 
Hospital struggling to 
breathe as complications due 
to coronavirus took one life 
after another.

“Our entire Nation 
community mourns with 
their family,” said President 
Rickey Armstrong Sr. in a 
video message last week. 
He said their deaths and the 
coronavirus-related deaths 
of three others in the Seneca 
community “have left an 
unmistakable emptiness.”

“That loss should remind 
all of us how serious this 
virus still is and how vigilant 

we must remain,” Armstrong 
added.

Cindy Mohr was an 
elementary teacher for 
more than 30 years in the 
Salamanca City Central 
School District before 
her retirement in 2014. 
According to her obituary, 
she became the first Native 
American teacher in New 
York state to have a dual 
certification in elementary 
and special education.

On June 19, the 
Salamanca community 
honored Cindy with a 
funeral procession through 
the city, passing by Prospect 
Elementary School, the 
home of her second-grade 
classroom for most of her 
career.

“The impact that Cindy 
had on our community 
cannot be stated. Our grief 
is overwhelming and she 

will be missed more than 
words can describe,” said 
a statement for the school 
district. “She was a teacher 
of children and a molder 
of minds, leaders and our 
future. She loved teaching 
and it showed in the 
byproduct of this love.”

As dozens of Cindy’s 
school colleagues lined 
the sidewalks in front of 
the school, the procession 
of nearly 100 vehicles, 
including Salamanca Police, 
Seneca Marshals and 
Cattaraugus County Sheriff’s 
cruisers and Salamanca 
school buses, family and 
friends made its way through 
the parking lot.

At the June 23 Salamanca 
school board meeting, 
Superintendent Robert 
Breidenstein said the Class 
of 2020 will donate a 
memorial bench in Cindy’s 

name.
“A number of those 

students had her in 
elementary school, and I 
think it’s one more example 
of our Warrior students 
rising to the challenge for 
our community,” he added.

In her obituary, Cindy 
was remembered as a loving 
mother and wife who was 
nurturing, compassionate 
and cared with all of her 
heart, radiating positivity 
wherever she went and 
always making everyone feel 
welcome and included.

“Kindness was an 
important quality that 
Cindy spoke highly of,” her 
obituary said. “Her presence 
warmed your heart and 
her smile radiated her love 
and compassion. She loved 
wholeheartedly and was a 

The Salamanca and Seneca Nation communities are mourning the losses of three of their 
most beloved members following the deaths of Norma Kennedy and her daughters, Diane 
Kennedy and Cindy Mohr, due to coronavirus-related complications.

See Mourning, A5

Outdoor ceremonies honor 
59 Salamanca graduates

By Kellen M. Quigley

Managing Editor

SALAMANCA — 
Despite the restrictions 
and unexpected challenges 
posed by the coronavirus 
pandemic, 59 Salamanca 
students received their high 
school diplomas Friday in an 
outdoor ceremony.

Donning caps and gowns, 
as well as face masks, 
the students celebrated 
their achievements in the 
amphitheater at the Seneca 
Nation’s Onöhsagwë:de’ 
Cultural Center with school 
officials and immediate 
family in attendance.

So as not to overcrowd 
the amphitheater, 
commencement was split 
into two ceremonies with 
half the students receiving 
their diplomas in each one 
about two hours apart. 

Class speaker Aly Hill 
took her class on a mental 
trip down memory lane, 
reminding them of times in 
their elementary school days 
such as green eggs and ham 
during Dr. Seuss Week and 
the Washington, D.C. trip in 
eighth grade on their way to 
high school.

“Throughout high school, 
we have learned so many 
life lessons that will carry 

on with us wherever we go 
from here,” she said. “Now, 
it is time for us to take our 
separate paths and start a 
new journey in life.”

Valedictorian Emma Fiske 
echoed Hill’s comments 
on life lessons and going 
separate ways in her speech, 
but took her classmates back 
to a more recent day in their 
school careers: the last day 
of school they held in the 
building.

“None of us had any idea 
that March 13, a Friday the 
13th ironically, would be our 
last day of high school,” she 

SCCSD photo
Members of the Salamanca Class of 2020 prepare to receive diplomas during 
commencement ceremonies Friday.

See Class of 2020, A10

Hawley Pierce:
 From the Gridiron to the Iron Rail

See Pierce, A5

Photo submitted
The Pierce brothers include (from left) Jerry, Bemus, Thomas, Jacob, Hawley and Frank.

Salamanca city 
parks, playgrounds 
opened Monday at 
user’s discretion

By Kellen M. Quigley

Managing Editor

SALAMANCA — As 
parks and playgrounds 
opened Monday in the 
city of Salamanca, the 
Common Council has 
made one thing perfectly 
clear: play at your own 
risk.

The council at their 
regular meeting June 24 
authorized reopening 
all city parks for use in 
accordance with New 

York Forward phase 3 
and phase 4 guidelines.

The council 
emphasized that any 
organizations wishing 
to use the parks must 
comply with the 
state’s restrictions and 
guidelines concerning 
coronavirus social 
distancing.

“If there is another 
family there who isn’t 
social distancing, then 
leave,” said Mayor 

See Playgrounds, A2

Press photo by Kellen M. Quigley
The Salamanca Common Council approved opening city 
parks and playgrounds Monday, emphasizing the 
importance of safety and that users play at their own risk.
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