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SALAMANCA — The 
only certainties in life are 
death and taxes, and in 
Salamanca, you can add 
potholes to the list.

Just in time for winter 
travel, the reemergence 
of potholes on the main 
roads in the city spread 
like a plague through 
Salamanca after another 
year passed without the 
expected rebuilding of 
state-owned highways.

In the meantime, the 
city’s Department of 
Public Works has been 
out cold patching the 
potholes when and where 
they can, explained DPW 
Superintendent Rob 
Carpenter.

“I have a crew out 

there that’s going to be 
running all day doing 
cold patch,” he said 
Friday.

Carpenter said he’s 
not surprised to see the 
potholes reemerging so 
early in the season. Each 
year it’s been getting 
worse, he said, adding 
that the DPW is going to 
do its best to stay on top 
of the problem areas.

“It’s going to get 
bad, I can promise you 
that,” he said. “I think 
as each year goes by, 
it progresses a little 
quicker.”

So far this month, 
Carpenter said a majority 
of the potholes he’s seen 
are on the state-owned 
main roads through 
the city, specifi cally 
Central Avenue, Clinton 

Street, Broad Street and 
a portion of Wildwood 
Avenue.

Meanwhile, on the 
city-owned side streets, 
potholes have been “few 
and far between,” he 
said. “The state roads are 
the ones coming apart 
already.”

At this time of year, 
Carpenter said the only 
bandaid the DPW can 
use on the potholes is a 
cold patch. He said there 
isn’t any hot patch to 
use during the winter, 
and even if there was, it 
wouldn’t adhere to the 
pavement.

“Cold patch doesn’t 
really last that long, but 
we have to get out there 
and cushion the best we 
can when we have the 
opportunity to do so,” he 

said.
And that opportunity 

can be unpredictable as 
the weather that is nice 

enough for cold patching 
isn’t always around and 
usually doesn’t last long.

“It takes a dedicated 

crew to go out there 
when it’s not snowing,” 
Carpenter said. “And of 
course, if it’s snowing 
and we’re out plowing, 
we’re not fi lling potholes 
anyway.”

A project to rebuild 
Routes 219 and 417 in 
the city — which are 
Central, Wildwood, 
Clinton and Broad — 
was fi rst announced 
by the New York 
State Department of 
Transportation in late 
2016 with plans for 
construction to begin in 
the summer of 2017.

Since then, the project 
has been delayed each 
year with the state DOT 
website currently listing 
it as “in development” 
with construction 
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Thank you to the 3,500 weekly 
readers of The Salamanca Press.
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Lady Warriors raise 
$2,000 for Morton Memorial 
Scholarship fund
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Scenes of local 
Christmas cheer!
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Happy New Year!

A Look Back at 2019
1. Longtime local ski patroller 

Mary MacQueen was presented with 
the National Ski Patrol’s “National 
Outstanding Nordic Patroller for 2018” 
award at a ceremony Jan. 26 at Allegany 
State Park.

 2. Samantha Farner is named the fi rst-
place winner in the inaugural Southern 
Tier’s Got Talent show March 2 at the 
Ray Evans Seneca Theater. Tim Hollamby 
placed second and Morgan Parnizke was 
third.

 3. Guy Harrison, John Crist, Bradley 
Brown and Greg Kwiatkowski reunite 
on the steps of the Salamanca Post Offi ce 
nearly 50 years to the day — March 
20, 1969 — they were inducted into the 
military for service in the Vietnam War.

 4. The historic Seneca Chief 
Cornplanter peace pipe-tomahawk is 
returned by Gwendolyn Saul, curator 
of ethnography and ethnology from the 
New York State Museum, to David L. 
George-Shongo, Jr., director of the Seneca-
Iroquois National Museum.

5. The Seneca Allegany Resort and 
Casino celebrated its 15th birthday May 
10 with a special ceremony in the facility’s 
hotel lobby. Cutting the ceremonial cake 
are Seneca Nation President Rickey 
Armstrong Sr.; Holly Gagnon, President 
and CEO of Seneca Gaming Corporation; 
and Kevin Seneca, Chairman of Seneca 
Gaming’s Board of Directors.

6. A crew removes a layer of bricks 
under the pavement near the Main Street 
underpass in Salamanca as part of a 
$250,000 project to completely rebuild the 

road during the spring and early summer.

 7. Prospect Elementary School 
Principal Gayle Pavone takes a hammer 
to the wall of the school’s library during 
a groundbreaking ceremony June 5 
signaling the beginning of Phase II project 
construction at the building.

8. Salamanca Fire Department 
personnel respond to a stranded car stuck 
in a fl ooded portion of Academy Street 
in Salamanca on June 20 after a heavy 
downpour fl ash fl ooded many city streets, 
closing about 10.

 9. World War II veteran Ralph Elliot 
Bowen at the Marvin “Joe” Curry Veterans 
Pow Wow is presented with the Legion 
of Honor medal July 20 by Pascal Soarès, 
French Honorary Consul of the French 
Honorary Consulate in Buffalo.

10. After three years with little progress, 
the Seneca Nation’s project to renovate the 
Pennsy Trail in Salamanca got underway 
with a paving a path, LED lighting, 
emergency call boxes and more work done 
in the fall.

 11. An open house and dedication of 
a new fl agpole and memorial was held 
at the Memorial Library of Little Valley 
on Veterans Day to commemorate the 
library’s parking lot and fl ood damage 
renovation projects’ completions.

 12. After more than a year in 
construction, the Salamanca City Central 
School District opens its new STEAM 
wing addition in the high school Dec. 6, 
concluding Phase I of its ongoing capital 
project.
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They’re baaack! 
Potholes reemerge on Salamanca’s state-owned roads

Press photo by Kellen M. Quigley
With the first freeze and thaw of the winter come and gone, 
potholes are already reemerging on the state-owned 
thoroughfares in the city of Salamanca, like this one that 
reappears every year on Clinton Street in the westbound 
lane.

See Potholes, A5
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