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SLOW DOWN, 
SALAMANCA! 

City approves speed limit reductions 
for side streets, school zones 

School pride highlights farewell to 80 Salamanca graduates

Ellicottville Central graduates 38

By Tom Dinki

Special to The Press

SALAMANCA — Members of 
the Salamanca High School Class 
of 2019 were asked to stand up 
several times throughout Friday 
night’s commencement ceremony. 

They were asked to stand and 
be applauded if they had ever 
participated in one of the school’s 
fi ne arts programs, if they were 
wearing Native American regalia 
with their caps and gowns, or if 
they plan to serve in the military. 

One student, Hayden Hoag, was 
even asked to stand for having 
had perfect attendance since 
kindergarten.

For all the seniors’ unique 
achievements and skills, they were 
also reminded several times they 
were all — and will continue to be 
— Warriors. 

“You entered Sally High 
many years ago as children. 
When you exit out this 
auditorium, you will be adults 
and you will be graduates,” 
Salamanca City Central School 
District Superintendent Robert 
Breidenstein told them, “but 
you will still be forever more a 
Warrior.” 

School pride was a common 
theme throughout the graduation 
ceremony, in which approximately 
80 graduates received diplomas, 
as educators and students often 
used their speeches to express 
admiration for the school and 
community. 

Salutatorian Nora Warrior 
thanked teachers, parents, as well 
as local businesses and the Seneca 

Nation of Indians for supporting 
the class and providing them with 
opportunities. She added that 
the school’s diversity — 38% of 
students are American Indian, 
according to the New York State 
Education Department — forced 
students to become well-rounded 
individuals.

Even though graduates are 
leaving the school, Warrior 
said, they can’t turn their backs 
on what’s happening in the 
community.

“I’ve heard people complain 
about this town for all 17 years 
of my life,” she said, “But those 
complaints have not stopped the 
Class of 2019 and it should not 
stop the rest of you. We can and we 
will do better.”

Valedictorian Nyles Panus said 
that no matter where life takes 
the Class of 2019, it cannot forget 
where they come from.

“Salamanca will continue to 
shape who we are,” he said. “ 
… We’re proud to say we are 
Warriors.”

Class spokesperson Haley Pond 
got creative with her speech, as 
she used a plethora of fairytale 
analogies to tell the Class of 2019’s 
story from Prospect Elementary 
School to the graduation stage.

While they were sometimes 
villains causing trouble, class 
members were also heroes 
overcoming obstacles, Pond said.

“The most powerful 
characteristics we have is we’re 
not afraid to go against the status 
quo,” she said. “Think about it: 
What Disney princess followed the 
rules and did what was expected of 

them?”
She said the “magic” inside 

every graduate is the ability to 
decide their futures and the end of 
their stories.

“Reach out and fi nd your 
happily ever after,” she concluded.

Students also got plenty of 
advice from district offi cials. 
Salamanca High School Principal 
Christopher Siebert told graduates 
to be both proud and humble, as 
well as generous with their time 
and efforts.

“Communities need people who 
plant trees so future generations 
can enjoy some shade,” he said.

Theresa Ray, president of the 
district’s Board of Education, gave 
students a creative way of making 
sure they’re always making good 
choices.

“No matter how old you are, ask 

yourselves this simple question: 
Would my mother want me to do 
this?” she said. “If the answer is 
no, don’t do it.”

Seneca Nation of Indians 
President Rickey Armstrong 
Sr., a member of the Salamanca 
High School Class of 1971, told 
graduates about how much has 
changed since he attended the 
school, like the elimination of a 
dress code and the addition of cell 
phones.

However, for all that’s changed, 
Armstrong said the commitment 
of the school’s teachers has 
“remained the same.”

“The students might be the ones 
walking across the stage tonight … 
but they certainly did not get here 
alone,” he said.

He also told graduates that 
while they worked hard to get to 

graduation, the ceremony is only 
one stop along their journey.

“You’re a Salamanca Warrior 
now and forever,” he said, “and 
we’re all excited to watch.”

GRADUATES:

Tamaycha J. Arce, Zariah J. Arm-

strong, Seth Ryan Bocharski, Cora 

T. Brooks, Aliza M. Brown, Ryan 

Chiemara, Tyler S. Coban, Andrew 

Colburn, Sunnie Ann Day, Kobee 

M. Decker, Heather M. Donaldson, 

Derrius A. Dowdy, Jeremiah D. 

Foster, Tristen J. Gillette, George H. 

Gillman, Katlynn N. Gould, Jersey 

N. Gray, Nicholas Logan Greene, 

Mitchell Thomas Gregory, Mary C. 

Haley, Molly S. Harrington, Tyler T. 

Hedlund, Zachary M. Helms, Brian 

J. Hill, Hayden Alexis Hoag, Hailey 

Press photo by Tom Dinki
The Salamanca High School Class of 2019 takes the stage during Friday’s graduation ceremony. Approximately 
80 graduated.
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By Megan Hartsell

Special to The Press

ELLICOTTVILLE — On Friday 
evening, Ellicottville Central School 
hosted its 125th Commencement 
Ceremony for 38 students adorned in 
maroon and white.

This was the fourth graduation 
to transpire in the “Ward,” the 
school’s gymnasium honoring retired 
Superintendent Mark War. 

As ECS seniors prepared to bid 
farewell to the comfort of high school, 
a bittersweet but welcome feeling, 
families and graduates shared a 
heartfelt tear or embrace.

The graduates processed eagerly to 
the tune of “Pomp and Circumstance,” 
counting down the moments until they 
became alumni of their alma mater. 

Salutatorian and Class President 
Meganne Chapman addressed her 
classmates by reminiscing past 
excitements, recounting fi eld trips 
which unifi ed the class, and lessons 
learned along the way.

“Mrs. Signore taught us to be 
respectful of others and their space,” 
she said. Mr. Hintz taught us not to be 
afraid of answering a question for fear 
of being wrong. Mr. Delity taught us 
that practice doesn’t make perfect, but 
permanent.” 

Chapman concluded with quotes 
from Winnie the Pooh, “Be bold 
enough to use your voice, brave 
enough to listen to your heart, and 
strong enough to live the life you’ve 
always imagined.” 

Valedictorian Louisa Benatovich 
noted that “The class behind me, is the 
reason we are all here today. And guess 
what, we’re terrifi ed…and happy and 
exhausted and confused.”

Benatovich elaborated that these 
feelings were shared by not only 
the graduates but also by the entire 
audience. “We are all a part of this 
moment of miraculous change. Look 
around, it’s incredible.”

 Benatovich addressed her class 
with the wise words of Beth Baldwin, 
ECS 1998 Valedictorian, “I hope that 
you choose the path in life that brings 
you the most happiness and success.” 

After 14 years of “falling,” Benatovich 
believes that, as a whole, the Class 
of 2019 has done everything right in 
preparing for the future.

With diplomas in hand, tassels at 
the left of their heads and wide open 
hearts full of dreams for the future, 
Ellicottville’s graduating class of 2019 
exited, surrounded by a cacophony of 
applause, whistles, joyful cries and best 
wishes.

Graduates

Evelyn Ballard, Louisa Benatovich, 

Hunter Bishop, Malorie Chamberlain, 

Meganne Chapman, Brenden Chudy, 

Elissa Cole, Kayleigh Coolidge, Han-

nah Delity, Paisly Farnum, Brennan 

Finn, Allyson Fisher, Robin Freaney, 

Jaclyn Freundschuh, Gavin Gebauer, 

Abby Grant, Griffi n Haley, Ned Hartsell, 

Ginna Hensel, Christopher Ives, Jessica 

Jimerson, Linnea Jimerson, Logan Knab, 

Zackary Krotz, Sierra Maybee, Michael 

McGuire, Alexander Miller, Jason 

Oberer, Jacob Perkins, Kalib Pierce, 

Steven Rowland, Gabrielle Squires, Ja-

cob Summers, Abigail Sundeen, Logan 

Tabak, Timothy Venturin, Sierra Wilber, 

Grace Young

Scholarships & Awards

Evelyn Ballard—Ellicottville Rotary Club 

Foundation for Youth Scholarship

Louisa Benatovich—Board of Educa-

tion Valedictorian Award for Academic 

Scholarship, Board of Education French 

Award, Board of Education Science 

Award, American Legion History Award, 

Ellicottville Rotary Club Foundation for 

Youth Scholarship, Harmon Scholarship, 

Holiday Valley Scholarship, Paul and 

Mary Janowicz Memorial Scholarship

Meganne Chapman—Board of Educa-

tion Salutatorian Award for Academic 

Scholarship, Donald Chapman Memo-

rial Award, Ellicottville Alumni Asso-

ciation Scholarship, Ellicottville Fire 

Department Award, Ellicottville Rotary 

Club Foundation for Youth Scholarship, 

Ellicottville Sports Boosters Award, Jean 

W. Fitzpatrick Memorial Award, Joseph 

F. Ward Memorial Scholarship, Kristen 

Hintz Memorial Award

Brenden Chudy—Michael Chapman 

Memorial Award

Kayleigh Coolidge—Board of Educa-

tion Music Award, Ken Brown 700 Club 

Award

Hannah Delity— Ellicottville Rotary 

Club Foundation for Youth Scholarship, 

Ellicottville Teachers Association Award, 

Jodie Dawn Watkins Memorial Award, 

Mary Kay McCord Memorial Scholar-

ship

Paisly Farnum—Elisa B. Hughey Schol-

arship for the Arts

Brennan Finn—Board of Education 

Spanish Award, American Legion Post 

659 Memorial Award, Ed Szpaicher 

Memorial Award, Ellicottville Sports 

Boosters Award, Ellicottville Teachers 

Press photo by Megan Hartsell
Valedictorian Louisa Benatovich turned her podium to face her class of 2019 and 
speak directly to them during Ellicottville Central School’s 125th commencement 
ceremony Friday.
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By Kellen M. Quigley

Managing Editor

SALAMANCA — Most 
Salamanca streets not 
carrying a state or county 
highway will see a speed 
limit reduction to 25 mph 
in the coming weeks after 
action by the Common 
Council last week.

The council voted June 
26 in a 3-1 decision to 
pass an ordinance reducing 
the speed limit on non-
main streets to 25 mph 
after a recommendation by 
the Police Commission.

Before approval, a 
public hearing was held, 
attended by several city 
residents who voiced 
concern about the 
proposed change and 
suggested other options.

“Why can’t we make 
people accountable for 30 
mph? We’ve got laws on 
the book that they’re not 
obeying now,” asked one 
resident near Highland 
Avenue. “What is 25 mph 
going to do versus the 
30?”

Mayor Michael Smith 
said the numbers provided 
by the police department 
from New York state show 
that people are much more 
likely to survive if hit by a 
car going that 5 miles per 
hour slower.

“I don’t want you to run 
over a kid at any speed, 
but if you’re going to run 
over one, I’d rather it be 
at 25 than 30,” the mayor 
said.

A resident of Newton 
Street, which is already a 

25 mph zone, said many 
people who drive there do 
follow the speed limit. She 
said although some people 
don’t follow it, there will 
always be some who don’t 
follow the signs regardless 
of what it says.

“There’s this idea that 
you’re allowed to drive 5 
miles over the speed limit 
anywhere you go, so going 
to 25 will actually bring us 
down to 30,” she added.

Council member Janet 
Koch, D-Ward 5, said 
instead of changing the 
speed limit, speeders 
need to be held more 
accountable for not 
following 30 mph.

“How can we fi x 
accountability as opposed 
to changing something 
that may not be an issue?” 
she said. “If the police 
offi cer sees them speeding, 
ticket them and give them 
a speeding ticket.”

Another resident 
near Highland Avenue 
suggested rather than 
change the speed limit 
signs, the city should 
install more safety signs to 
help slow people down.

“I think that more signs 
for ‘slow’ and ‘children at 
play’ need to be put up on 
some of these corners all 
through Salamanca,” she 
said.

“I don’t think anybody 
disputes the safety,” said 
County Legislator xSue 
Labuhn, who lives on 
Broad Street, which will 
remain at 30. “I think 

See Slow Down, A6

http://salamancapress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A4&uuid=a0803e05-fd54-5b0d-b713-393738e9ab13
http://salamancapress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B7&uuid=a0803e05-fd54-5b0d-b713-393738e9ab13
http://salamancapress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B6&uuid=a0803e05-fd54-5b0d-b713-393738e9ab13
http://salamancapress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A4&uuid=a0803e05-fd54-5b0d-b713-393738e9ab13
http://salamancapress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B7&uuid=a0803e05-fd54-5b0d-b713-393738e9ab13
http://salamancapress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B3&uuid=a0803e05-fd54-5b0d-b713-393738e9ab13
http://salamancapress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B5&uuid=a0803e05-fd54-5b0d-b713-393738e9ab13
http://salamancapress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B1&uuid=a0803e05-fd54-5b0d-b713-393738e9ab13
http://salamancapress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B4&uuid=a0803e05-fd54-5b0d-b713-393738e9ab13
http://salamancapress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B1&uuid=a0803e05-fd54-5b0d-b713-393738e9ab13
http://salamancapress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A6&uuid=a0803e05-fd54-5b0d-b713-393738e9ab13
http://salamancapress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A6&uuid=a0803e05-fd54-5b0d-b713-393738e9ab13
http://salamancapress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A6&uuid=a0803e05-fd54-5b0d-b713-393738e9ab13

