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Price war in Salamanca drops gas 
below 75 cents per gallon

By Kellen M. Quigley

Managing Editor

SALAMANCA — Gasoline 
prices in Salamanca dropped 
to less than 75 cents per gallon 
April 9 as the effects of the 
global coronavirus pandemic 
on the oil industry hit the 
Seneca Nation.

After a couple weeks of 
holding steady around $1.70/g 
at Native-owned gas stations, 
prices dropped south of $1 
Thursday morning.

With seven gas stations in 
Salamanca’s west end within 
half a mile of each other, a 
price war was underway with 
one business after another 
dropping its price to be lowest 
in the city.

At around 12:30 p.m., prices 
ranged from 68 cents to 87 
cents for a gallon of regular 
unleaded.

However, those in Salamanca 
are worried the sudden 
drop will bring those living 
outside the area into the 
city, potentially bringing the 
coronavirus with them.

A post on the Salamanca 
Press’s Facebook page about 
the gas price war received more 
than 250 comments and nearly 
2,000 shares in 24 hours.

“Bringing people in from 
all over to put our vulnerable 
community at risk,” one 
Facebook user commented. “I 

won’t be fi lling up.”
“So dumb, now look at all 

the out-of-towners that will be 
bringing all different kinds of 
sicknesses around,” another 
person added.

Some showed concerns about 
those working at and using the 
gas pumps.

“If you go to a full-service 
station, tip your gastender 
with some of those savings,” 
one person said. “They’re at 
a bigger risk than most with 
COVID.”

“People who go to the self-
service stations should have 

protection for their hands 
against other people who may 
have a disease,” cautioned 
another.

Still, others saw the sudden 
price drop as a way to drive 
down memory lane.

“When I started driving, I 
paid 64 cents a gallon back 
in 1990,” one commenter 
recalled.

“Look, the old days,” another 
said. “We can go far on 2 bucks 
again.”

At around 6 p.m., a recent 

See Gas, A5

Press photos by Kellen M. Quigley
Gas prices plummeted April 9 in Salamanca, ranging from 68 to 87 
cents by noon. The last-reported lowest price was 64 cents per gallon
 at 6 p.m.

GLPP VIDEO VISITS ARE NOW AVAILABLE.

To set up your Video Visit, contact your 

GLPP provider, or visit GLPP.com/VideoVisit.

The doctor can 
see you now.

Salamanca virtual 
Easter Egg contest 

winners announced

By Amanda Grabowski

Lifestyles Editor

SALAMANCA — It 
wasn’t our typical Easter 
Egg hunt in Salamanca 
over the past week, but it 
sure was lots of fun.

Many families 
participated both as egg 
hunters and as those who 

displayed hand-decorated 
eggs on their windows 
or front doors. Families 
drove around and counted 
all the eggs they could fi nd 
and reported their favorites 
to Salamanca’s Mayor’s 
Offi ce and to the Youth 
Bureau.

See Easter Egg, A5

Little Valley man 3D printing ‘ear guards’ 
for medical masks

By Deb Everts

Press Reporter

LITTLE VALLEY — 
A local man is doing his 
part in waging the war 
against COVID-19. His 
contribution is making ear 
guards, an accessory that 
hooks onto the elastic straps 
of a medical mask to relieve 
pressure on the ears of 
healthcare workers.

Masks are essential 
for curbing the spread of 
coronavirus, particularly 
among medical personnel. 
Most put pressure on 
the head causing friction 
against the ears.

Kevin Whited, of Little 
Valley, said he started 
making ear guards April 
5 after seeing several 
Facebook posts about other 
people who have been 
creating them. He followed 
the link on the post to 
download a pattern from 
thingiverse.com, a website 
where people post free 
designs for 3-D printing, 
laser cutting and machining. 

Whited was particularly 

inspired by a Facebook 
post about a 12-year-
old scout from British 
Columbia, Canada, who 
has made 1,700 ear guards 
for medical masks on his 
3D printer. He answered a 
request from a local hospital 
and created ear guards to 
help take the pressure off 
the healthcare workers’ ears 
from wearing masks all day.

The scout has created 
so much attention that 
his Facebook post has 
gone viral and the fi le 
with his design has been 
downloaded 50,000 times 
from MakerBot Thingiverse 
at thingiverse.com. Now, 
people all over the world 
are making ear guards 
for their local healthcare 
workers. An article about 

this young scout and how 
he invented an ingenious 
solution to one of the 
biggest problems with 
masks can be found on 
fastcompany.com.

According to the U.S. 
Department of Health and 
Human Services, National 
Institutes of Health, this 
mask accessory has been 
reviewed and approved by 
them for use in a clinical 
setting. The pattern can also 
be downloaded from their 
website, 3dprint.nih.gov.

Whited, who is a 
scoutmaster for children 
in the Little Valley and 
Cattaraugus communities, 
said he knows of other 
people who are interested in 
making mask parts on their 
3D printers. He said some 
are scouting families, so he 
was interested to read about 
the scout from Canada 
who has been making these 
guards. It takes a lot of 
dedication and time to make 
the straps on a 3-D printer, 
Whited said.

Photo submitted
Kevin Whited of Little Valley is helping healthcare workers 
wear their medical masks more comfortably by making “ear 
guards” on his two 3-D printers. Whited is shown with his 
three sons, Brayden, Eli and Seth.

See 3D Printing, A5

Photo submitted
The first virtual Easter Egg hunt in Salamanca was a rousing 
success with hundreds of participants from across 
Salamanca, Kill Buck and Jimersontown. Nine winners were 
announced Saturday and presented with specially packaged 
Easter baskets.

City of Salamanca imposes 

10 p.m. curfew for youth
By Kellen M. Quigley

Managing Editor

SALAMANCA — The city 
of Salamanca has imposed 
a 10 p.m. curfew on all 
youth, effective immediately, 
Mayor Michael R. Smith said 
Monday.

In a press release, Smith 
said he believes 
it would be in 
the best interest 
of the city’s 
residents to 
temporarily 
impose a curfew 
on all individuals 
17 years old or 
younger between 
the hours of 
10 p.m. and 
6 a.m. during 
the COVID-19 
pandemic.

“We’re having 
some issues with 
vandalism,” he told the Press 
Monday. “And we’re also 
having trouble with social 
distancing.”

The mayor said Police 
Chief Troy Westfall agreed, 
saying the recommendation 
is based on observations 
by police officers of youth 
congregations in groups in the 
city at night.

“We have bored kids, and 
bored kids get into trouble,” 
he said. “And at this point, 
bored kids could end up 
dying.”

Smith said the groups of 
teens have tended to gather 
at some of the parks and 
playgrounds and on the 
Pennsy Trail.

“I’ve got complaints from 
people out on a walk unable 
to walk on Pennsy’s because 
there are gangs of kids,” he 
explained.

The only 
exceptions to 
the curfew are 
if the youth are 
accompanied by 
a parent or legal 
guardian or if 
they are going to 
or coming from 
work, Smith said. 
Any violation of 
the curfew will 
be subject to a 
fine not to exceed 
$250.
Smith also 

said he hopes 
the curfew will help parents 
realize the seriousness of 
social distancing, saying 
any kid’s friends have the 
potential to subsequently 
infect the parents.

“Every person 
exponentially increases your 
chances of infection by some 
percentage,” he said. “That’s 
what you’re looking at now, 
and you have to be aware that 
every contact is exponential.”

The mayor said the curfew 
will remain in effect through 
the duration of the pandemic 
shutdown.

Mayor Michael R. Smith
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