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Salamanca soars to 

85-25 Senior Night win 

over Gowanda
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Winter Music Jam 
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LOCAL

‘Frosty CX’ fat bike 

race returns to 

HoliMont, Feb. 23
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Salamanca to be 
advanced 

$5 million from 
state for city 

budget

Salamanca Drama Club performs 
‘Wizard of Oz’ for Ozians and 

Munchkins alike

$3.37 million Kill Buck sewer project 
in need of grant funding,

 residential support

By Kellen M. Quigley

Managing Editor

SALAMANCA — As 
the Salamanca Common 
Council approved its 
tentative budget for 2020-
21, the aldermen and mayor 
breathed a collective sigh 
of relief knowing additional 
funds were on their way.

The city is expected to 
receive an advance loan 
of up to $5 million from 
New York state to help 
meet expenses next year’s 
budget, Mayor Michael 
“Smitty” Smith shared 
Feb. 12 before the council 
meeting.

The council unanimously 
approved a tentative $10.4 
million budget that night.

At about 5 p.m. Smith 
received an email from the 
New York State Division of 
the Budget informing him 
the state will advance the 
funds “to refl ect any delay 
in the resolution” of the 
Seneca Nation of Indians’ 
gaming compact arbitration 
ruling.

“As we wrap up our 
budget session for 2020-
21, we don’t have to 
worry about running out 
of money,” the mayor said 
during the meeting. “It’s 
really good news, really 
great to hear.”

Chief Budget Examiner 
Jesse Olczak told Smith in 
the email that the state is 
appreciative of “the city’s 

ongoing efforts to mitigate 
the local impact of the 
fi nancial disruption” caused 
by the compact breach.

“While the state cannot 
continue to fi ll in for the 
Seneca Nation’s failure 
to comply with their 
obligations indefi nitely, we 
understand that deadlines 
are approaching for the 
adoption of the city fi scal 
year 2020-21 budget,” 
Olczak said.

In April 2017, the Seneca 
Nation suspended payment 
of revenue sharing to New 
York state required by 
the Nation-State Gaming 
Compact. This has been an 
approximately $5 million 
blow to the city’s revenue 
streams from the state each 
year.

An arbitration panel 
ruled in 2019 that the 
Seneca Nation has a 
compact obligation to 
continue the revenue 
sharing payments and 
was ordered to pay 
approximately $250 million 
in withheld revenue, which 
the state distributes to 
surrounding communities.

“Unfortunately, the 
Seneca Nation has failed 
to comply by the ruling, 
cutting a critical funding 
source to the city,” Olczak 
said.

In the fall of 2019, the 
state advanced the city a 

See City Budget, A5

By Kellen M. Quigley

Managing Editor

GREAT VALLEY — As plans 
for a potential sewer district project 
in Kill Buck continue coming 
together, the Great Valley Town 
Board recently held a second public 
hearing explaining more of the 
project’s development and what is 
to come.

The potential $3.37 million 
project would see a sewer system 
built on the north side of Route 417 
from the Great Valley Creek east to 
Hardscrabble Road that would take 
the sewage, grind it up and pump 
it to a nearby Salamanca pump 
station.

“We’ve been working for 
almost two years to get as much 
information as we can to go after 

as much grant money as we can to 
make this system feasible,” Town 
Supervisor Dan Brown said.

At the board’s Feb. 10 meeting, 
Caleb Henning of MDA Engineers 

Press photo by Kellen M. Quigley
Caleb Henning (right) of MDA Engineers presents a map and plan for a proposed 
sewer project in Kill Buck to the Great Valley Town Board at its regular monthly 
meeting.

See Sewer Project, A5

By Amanda Grabowski

Lifestyles Editor

SALAMANCA — Hats off 
to the Salamanca Drama Club’s 
presentation of “The Wizard of 
Oz,” held Feb. 13 through 15 
in the Salamanca High School 
auditorium.

The iconic tale by L. Frank 
Baum, with music and lyrics 
by Harold Arien and E.Y. 
Harburg and background music 
by Hebert Stothart, fi rst gained 
popularity as a movie in 1939 

Kenyon honored for 70 years in music
By Deb Everts

Press Reporter

LITTLE VALLEY — When 
local musician Lee Kenyon 
performed at the Little Valley 
VFW on Feb. 8, his band 
members and friends surprised 
him with an engraved pocket 
watch in recognition of his 
seven decades of playing music.

Inscribed upon the timepiece 
are the words, “Lee Kenyon, 70 
years of music.”

Kenyon’s band is known as 
the Stringbusters. He said the 
name came about because he 
used to break a lot of strings 
when he played.

“I used to break fi ve or six 
strings a night. I hardly break 
one anymore but, years ago, 
I broke a lot and I named the 
band the Stringbusters,” he said. 
“Then I switched the band’s 
name to the Saddle Tramps 
for a while. The band has had 
three or four different names, 
but now we’re back to the 
Stringbusters.”

At age 85, the Humphrey 
resident has been plucking the 
strings of a guitar since the 

tender age of 15. He learned to 
play the piano on his mother’s 
old pump organ when he was 
about fi ve years old. 

“Lee is still playing and 
having a great time. Reminds 
me of the forever Willie 
Nelson,” said Myrna Reynolds, 
band manager and harmonica 
player.

Gene Autry was his 
inspiration to take up the guitar. 
Kenyon said he used to watch 
Autry’s movies as a kid and he 
has always been his favorite 
singer. He said his fi rst guitar 
was a Gene Autry guitar and he 
wishes he still had it.

“I still do some of Gene 
Autry’s songs and some of my 
favorites are ‘Canadian Rockies’ 
and ‘Back in the Saddle Again,’ 
which was his theme song,” 
he said. “It’s our band’s theme 
song, too. We end our show 
with Roy Roger’s song, ‘Happy 
Trails.’” 

Kenyon recalls the days of 
going to Autry’s movies as a 
kid with his friends. He said 
they had to walk to town, which 
was six miles from his house. 
Sometimes they’d get a ride. 

“Back then, someone would 
pull their car up beside you 
and you’d jump on the running 

board. Then they’d take you to 
town or right home,” he said. 
“Sometimes, during the day, 

there’d be three or four of us on 

Press photo by Amanda Grabowski
Many of the chorus members of the Salamanca Drama Club production of “The Wizard 
of Oz” portrayed Munchkins, Ozians, Winkies and more.

See Wizard of Oz, A5

Photo submitted
On Feb. 8, local musician Lee Kenyon was honored for his 70 years in music at the Little Valley VFW. Shown are 
his band, The Stringbusters, (from left) Ron Stoll, drummer; manager Myrna Reynolds, harmonica; Dan Olsen, 
bass guitar; Lee Kenyon, guitar; leader Angie Shaver, fiddle; and Jerry Kenyon, lead guitar. Absent from photo is 
Don Stoll, steel guitar.

See Kenyon, A5
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