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Kennedy to mediate 
for Senecas, 

Cuomo admin

By Rick Miller

County Reporter

SALAMANCA — As 
the Senate Transportation 
Committee chairman, 
State Sen. Timothy M. 
Kennedy of Buffalo was 
invited to Salamanca 
on July 1 to view the 
bad condition of state 
highways leading into and 
through the city. 

The 63rd District 
senator from South 
Buffalo soon discovered 
the condition of the 
roads was clearly related 
with “the disagreement 
between the Seneca 
Nation and the (Cuomo) 
Administration playing a 
pivotal role in the lack of 
action here.” 

Kennedy, who was 
invited by Cattaraugus 
County Minority 
Leader Susan Labuhn, 
D-Salamanca, to 
inspect city streets the 
state is responsible for 
maintaining pledges 
to try to “get past the 
disagreements, fi nd 
common ground and 
advance the needs of the 
community.” 

Labuhn said she invited 
Kennedy to look at the 
road situation because 
the 57th Senate District 
is without representation 
since the March 10 
resignation of former Sen. 
Catharine M. Young of 
Olean. 

“The blame game has to 
stop and we have to move 
forward,” Labuhn told 
Kennedy at a luncheon 
at her Broad Street home 
after the infrastructure 
tour. “I appreciate you 
coming.” 

Earlier, Kennedy met 
with Seneca Nation 
President Rickey 
Armstrong, Seneca 
Transportation Director 
Jody Clark and members 
of the Seneca Tribal 
Council. 

Kennedy said 
Armstrong and the Seneca 
Council “want to rectify 
their relationship with 
the governor. When that 
happens, other issues that 
are intertwined” can be 
addressed. 

“It’s in everyone’s 
best interest to move 
forward,” Kennedy told 
Labuhn, Legislator David 
Koch, D-Salamanca; City 
Councilman Tim Flanigan 

and City Public Works 
Superintendent Rob 
Carpenter. 

“It’s a matter of 
communicating,” 
Kennedy said. “Both 
sides realize it’s in their 
best interests. Both sides 
have indicated a desire to 
resolve things. My goal is 
to get both sides coming 
together.” 

Labuhn said she was 
glad Kennedy spoke 
with Armstrong and the 
council, as there is “more 
involved than just roads 
and bridges. Once we can 
take care of this compact 
dispute” other issues will 
follow. 

“It’s important 
everyone’s voices are 
heard,” Kennedy said. 
“I’ll be happy if I can 
bring people together and 
resolve some of these 
issues.” 

The latest compact issue 
dates back two years to 
when the Senecas stopped 
making casino revenue 
sharing payments to the 
state, saying it made no 
mention of continuing 
payments after the 14th 
year of the compact. This 
came after the compact 
was automatically 
renewed for an additional 
seven years. 

An arbitration panel 
ruled 2-1 earlier this 
year that the Seneca’s 
owed New York State 
$225 million and needed 
to resume making the 
revenue sharing payments. 

Municipalities and 
school districts across 
Western New York receive 
a portion of the state’s 
revenue sharing funds 
from the Seneca’s casinos 
in Salamanca, Buffalo and 
Niagara Falls. 

Salamanca, for example, 
was receiving about $6 
million a year from the 
casino revenue sharing, 
while Cattaraugus County 
and the Salamanca City 
Central School District 
were each receiving more 
than $1 million a year to 
help make up for the loss 
of property tax revenue 
on land sold to members 
of the Seneca Nation who 
are immune from paying 
property taxes on their 
territory. 

More than 90 percent of 
the city is located on the 
Allegany Territory.

Press photo by Rick Miller
State Sen. Tim Kennedy (left), Transportation Committee 
chairman, listens as Cattaraugus County Legislature Minority 
Leader Susan Labuan (right), describes flooding from a 
retention pond on State Park Avenue as county legislator 
David Koch and Seneca Nation Transportation Director Jodi 
Clark listen.

Come to ‘Celebrate Salamanca’ 
in the city this weekend

Heaven finds her ‘forever home’

Salamanca police looking for box 
cutter-wielding robbery suspect 

By Deb Everts

Press Reporter

SALAMANCA — The cosmos 
was in perfect harmony for a local 
couple and a lucky dog when 
they met at the Seneca Salamanca 
Chamberfest, held June 8 at the 
Seneca Allegany Resort and Casino.

Heaven, a one-year-old Australian 
Cattle Dog mix fostered by the 
Empire Animal Rescue Society 
(E.A.R.S.), was just the dog for Nate 
Murtiff and Abigail Maguire.

The couple almost missed the 
chance to discover Heaven because 
they originally had other weekend 
plans. It all changed when Maguire 
won tickets from WPIG-FM to 
attend the Chamberfest. She said they 
met Heaven soon after they got to 
the event and spent the whole time 
hanging out with her.

“Nate has always wanted an 
Australian Cattle Dog,” she said. 
“He’s been following E.A.R.S. on 
Facebook and Heaven was on there, 

but he hadn’t seen her yet. When we 
were walking into the event, he said, 
‘That’s an Australian Cattle Dog.’”

“As soon as we saw her, we 
went over and petted her. Then the 

E.A.R.S. volunteers let us take her 
out on the leash,” he said. “After we 

Press photo by Deb Everts
Heaven has found a forever home with Nate Murtiff and Abigail Maguire of 
Limestone. The couple met their perfect pooch and adopted her through E.A.R.S. 
at the Chamberfest, June 8.

See E.A.R.S., A6

By Tom Dinki

Special to The Press

SALAMANCA — The Salamanca Police Department 
is asking the public to help identify a suspect who robbed 
a Broad Street gas station Sunday night armed with a box 
cutter. 

Salamanca police on Monday released images of the 
male suspect, who allegedly entered Grand Center Station 
at approximately 10:50 p.m. July 7, scuffl ed with a female 
clerk and grabbed money out of the cash register before 
fl eeing on foot. 

“It wasn’t much,” said Salamanca Police Chief Troy 
Westfall about the amount of money taken, “but it was 
theft by threat of force.” 

The suspect allegedly had a box cutter in his hand 
during the robbery. While the female clerk was not 
injured, police said the weapon posed a serious threat to 
her. 

“It most certainly is an armed robbery,” Westfall said. 
“You could kill somebody with a box cutter.” 

The suspect’s face is completely obscured in the 
surveillance video images, as he’s seen wearing a black 
hoodie and ball cap. 

While police acknowledge the images “are not the 
best,” they’re also hopeful someone will recognize him. 

“I think somebody knows that individual just by seeing 
that little bit of a picture and could probably fi gure it out, 
and hopefully they’ll call us,” said Westfall, adding police 

Courtesy of Salamanca Police Department
Surveillance video images of a male suspect who robbed a 
Salamanca gas station Sunday night. The Salamanca Police 
Department is asking for the public’s help to identify him.

See Robbery Suspect, A6

By Eli Phillips

Contributing Writer

SALAMANCA — 
The city of Salamanca 
and the Seneca Nation 
of Indians have come 
together again to host the 
third annual Celebrate 
Salamanca Day this 
Saturday, July 13. 

The showcase event, 
running along Main 
Street and East Race 
Street in the city, will be 
held from 11 a.m. to 5 
p.m. The celebration will 
feature an estimated 30 
vendors offering locally 
made goods, crafts, food 
and more.

Mayor Michael 
“Smitty” Smith said he’s 
been impressed by the 
growth of the celebration 
in its fi rst two years and 
hopes to see the same 
— if not more — in its 
third.

“We do this every 
year to celebrate what 
this city is and what 
makes it truly unique: 
we’re the only city Salamanca Press file photo

Seneca dancers demonstrate one of their dances during the second Celebrate Salamanca 
Day last year. This year’s event is set for Saturday, July 13 from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

See Celebrate, A7
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