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LOCAL

Salamanca graduation ceremony 
postponed following new state guidelines

By Kellen M. Quigley

Managing Editor

SALAMANCA — The 
Salamanca City Central School 
District graduation ceremony 
planned for Saturday, June 13 has 
been postponed, district officials 
announced June 11. 

Superintendent Robert Breidenstein 
said the school district’s plans 
to hold a social distancing safe 
commencement at the Seneca 
Allegany Resort & Casino were put 
in a state of uncertainty after updated 
guidance distributed June 4 by the 
NYS Department of Health. 

A new date, time and location will 
be communicated as soon as possible 
and the district will continue the 
necessary conversations with the 
state, Breidenstein said. 

“After a week of advocacy, 
lobbying and pleading to the state, it 

is now clear Salamanca cannot hold a 
ceremony that is in conflict with the 
newest and evolving state directives,” 
he said in a press release. “It is 

terribly disappointing that protest 
can occur but methodically planned 
commencement ceremonies cannot.” 

In a post to the senior class on the 
district’s official Facebook page, 
High School Principal Chris Siebert 
said that Breidenstein had been 
in direct conversation with Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo’s office and was told 
the planned ceremony was in direct 
violation of his latest order. 

“Both the Governor and 
Department of Health directives 
explicitly forbid in-person and indoor 
graduation ceremonies,” Siebert 
wrote. “It is disappointing for me to 
share that the latest executive order 
from the governor is forcing us to 
change our plans for your graduation 
ceremony.” 

Since the COVID- 19 pandemic 
was first identified in mid-March, 

Press file photo
The Salamanca High School Class of 
2019 celebrates commencement in the 
high school auditorium. The 2020 
ceremony planned for June 13 has 
been postponed following newly 
announced state guidelines.

See Graduation, A4

Along the Pennsy Trail: 
Part 3 — The Fate of the Allegany Hotel

By Jaré Cardinal

Special to the Press

SALAMANCA — Last 
week’s article talked about 
the Allegany Hotel and 
its early proprietors, Jesse 
and Hattie Fry. The early 
history of this hotel, which 
was located across from 
the Pennsylvania Railroad 
Station, is a bit obscure.

We know that it was 
in existence as a saloon 
as early as 1888. The 
Frys’ ownership dates to 
at least 1900, when Jesse 
and Hattie are shown 
as running a hotel at 15 
Railroad Ave. The hotel/
saloon must have been a 
lively place at that time, as 
it was one of only two such 
establishments in the south 

side of Salamanca. Railroad 
workers probably stopped 
by for a pint or two after 
work or in between shifts.

The building itself 
was not large. What 
images there are of the 
place — mainly from 
postcards where even the 
Pennsylvania Station is 
barely visible — show a 
small, one-story building 
with a larger house behind 
it. As such, it probably 
could not accommodate too 
many overnight guests.

By 1910, the Frys had 
left the business and a new 
family — the McGuires 
— were now running the 
establishment. Thomas 
and his wife Kate (Collins) 
McGuire had a lot in 
common. Both were second 
generation Irish-Americans 

whose fathers were veterans 
of the Civil War.

Thomas was born in 
Watertown, Mass., in 1864. 
His father, Phillip, served 

in Co M, Massachusetts 
Heavy Artillery and was 
killed in action on March 

Photo submitted
The Thomas (center back row) and Kate McGuire family

See Pennsy Trail, A4

Parading the 
Salamanca seniors

Press photo by Kellen M. Quigley
Graduating seniors Justin Blakesslee (top), Alex Bennet 
(middle) and Jordan Ray are congratulated during 
Salamanca’s parade honoring the Class of 2020 on June 11. 
See more photos, A2.

Republican mayoral, Ward 5 Democrat nominees 
on Salamanca city primary ballot

By Kellen M. Quigley

Managing Editor

SALAMANCA — 
Two candidates for the 
Republican mayoral 
nominee and two for the 
Salamanca Common 
Council’s Ward 5 
Democratic nomination are 
on the ballot for the June 23 
primary.

Former mayor Ronald 
Ball will face off against 
newcomer David George-
Shongo Jr. to appear on the 
Republican Party line to 
run in November’s general 
election for a two-year term 
as Salamanca’s mayor.

Additionally, incumbent 
Janet L. Koch will face off 
against Kenneth “Skip” 
Nary to appear on the 
Democratic Party line in 
Ward 5 to run for a two-
year term on the Common 
Council.

FOR THE mayoral 
race, Ball is looking to 
pick up where he left off, 
previously serving as 
mayor during the 2015-16 
term.

“I was hoping for a 
four-year term, and I’d like 
to see other things through 
that we started,” he said.

A city resident for most 
of his life, Ball also served 
on the Common Council 
as Ward 1 alderman from 
2010-14. He currently 
works for the New York 
State Department of 
Transporation.

During his term, the city 
received over $1 million in 
grants, as well as started the 
process of renovating the 
Nies Block on Main Street, 
Ball said. He said the 
decision to appoint Sandi 
Brundage as the city’s grant 
writer was great but would 

like to see the city be more 
aggressive and go after 
more grants.

“I also think we need 
to focus on infrastructure 
and development,” he said. 
“Under my administration, 
we did 14 city roads.” 
These include busier 
residential streets such 
as Prospect Avenue, 
Messenger Street, Kent 
Boulevard, Fawn Avenue 
and Adams Street, Ball 
said.

“A lot of the side streets 
are getting dilapidated,” he 
added. “We need to focus 
on not just the main drags.”

Looking ahead, Ball said 
he would like to finally see 
development on the city-
owned State Park Avenue 
property, such as some 
commercial space that 
would benefit everybody 
in the community. He 
also said a lot of the city’s 

sewer lines are fairly old 
and would like to see the 
city address them before a 
major issue.

“I know we’re in trying 
times with COVID-19, so 
the absentee ballots are 
a big thing,” he added. 
“I hope people get their 
absentee ballots and mail 
them out, or show up at the 
polls.”

Also running for the 
Republican nomination for 
mayor is David George-
Shongo Jr., former director 
of the Seneca-Iroquois 
National Museum. Calls 
and emails attempting to 
interview George-Shongo 
were not returned by press 
time Tuesday.

IN WARD 5, incumbent 
Janet Koch is looking for a 
third consecutive term on 

Ronald Ball David George-Shongo Jr.

Janet L. Koch Kenneth “Skip” NarySee Primary, A4
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