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Civil War-era flag returns restored 
to Ellicottville Historical Society
By Deb Everts

Press Reporter

ELLICOTTVILLE — 
A 13-star American Flag 
has been restored and is 
back in the possession of 
the Ellicottville Historical 
Society. Its origin is a 
mystery, but experts 
say it’s a Civil War 
recruitment fl ag, dated 
1861 to 1865.

Carolyn Litchfi eld-
Bauer, secretary for the 
historical society, said 
the fl ag’s return to the 
society began in October 
2018 when she and her 
husband, David, were 
having dinner with 
friends, Mike Weishan, 
and his wife, Eileen. 
Weishan, who is treasurer 
for the Ellicottville 
American Legion, asked 
Bauer if the historical 
society would like their 
fl ag back.

Bauer said she had no 
idea what fl ag Weishan 
was referring to, so he 
told her about an old fl ag 
that had been hanging 
in the legion for years. 
He said it was not in 
the greatest shape and it 
belonged to the historical 
society. Intrigued by 
this fl ag, Bauer took the 
information to the board 
and they were intrigued 

as well. 
“Nobody knew of such 

a fl ag. Some members 
recalled being in the 
legion numerous times, 
but none recalled this 
fl ag,” she said. “When I 
was a kid, we’d go to the 
legion for fi sh fries and 
we’d sit in the same room 
with the fl ag without 
noticing it. I guess it’s one 
of those things. it’s been 
there your whole life, but 
you have never looked 
at it.”

Bauer said the board 

went to the legion to 
check out this fl ag, which 
was in a large, handmade 
wooden frame under thick 
glass. She said it had 
hung there for a long time 
and it was clear by the sad 
condition of the fl ag. 

“The glass was 
yellowed with age, 
cigarette smoke and 
grease,” she said. “A 
lot of that funk had 
transferred to the fl ag 
under the glass. To make 
matters worse, the fl ag 
was held down with 

staples and thumbtacks. 
Over the years the fl ag 
had begun to pull away 
from these bindings and 
tear.”

Next to the fl ag was 
a framed newspaper 
clipping with a 
photograph of Ellicottville 
area resident Earl 
Lounsbury who donated 
the 13-star fl ag to the 
historical society in the 
early 1960s. The fl ag, 8 
feet, 8 inches long and 

Photo submitted
The Ellicottville Historical Society is excited to have its 13-star American Flag back and 
restored, just in time for the town’s bicentennial this year. The 8-foot-long flag, stretched 
across an 8-foot dining room table, was in very poor condition, as seen by the faded fabric 
and tattered edges.

See Civil War, A5

Snocross races thrill 

at casino

Press photos by Kellen M. Quigley
The annual Seneca Allegany Snocross National entertained thousands of snowmobiling fans 
this past weekend at the Seneca Allegany Resort and Casino. See more photos, A7

Routes 417, 219 project 
in Salamanca expected 

to begin this spring

By Kellen M. Quigley

Managing Editor

SALAMANCA — Winter may seem 
neverending, but local public works 
departments are looking forward to 
spring and the start of roadwork repair 
season.

At the last Salamanca Public Works 
Commission meeting, Superintendent 
Rob Carpenter said the state 
Department of Transportation has 
expedited the projects for Routes 219 
and 417 in the city.

“They’re supposed to start 
construction this spring,” Carpenter 
said. “And I see New York state has 
been down here doing some surveying, 
so I’m hoping that’s a good sign.”

The fi rst project is listed as “in 
development” on the DOT website with 

the bid opening expected in the spring. 
Construction is expected to begin in 
summer 2020 and completed in the fall, 
according to the website.

The project would be to resurface 
pavement on Route 417 and Route 219 
from Park Avenue through Clinton 
Street, a portion of Wildwood Avenue 
and Central Avenue to the Salamanca 
north city line.

A second project covering the rest 
of Route 417 from Park Avenue down 
Broad Street to Center Street is also in 
development with bids opening in the 
summer and construction beginning in 
the fall, according to the state website.

Work for each portion of the project 
could also include drainage structure 
repairs, replacements on non-compliant 
ADA curb ramps, corridor sign 

Salamanca Press
 file photo

The dangerously 
poor conditions of 
the New York state 
roads in Salamanca 
may finally get the 
attention they need 
as plans for repaving 
Routes 219 and 417 
in the city are set to 
begin this spring.

See 219 Projects, A5

Sportsman Show 
returns to the 

casino this weekend

By Deb Everts

Press Reporter

 
SALAMANCA — Avid 

sportsmen and outdoor 
enthusiasts are invited 
to the annual Sportsman 
Show that is set for Feb. 
29 and March 1 at the 
Seneca Allegany Event 
Center.

At the two-day event, 
local sportsmen will have 
the opportunity to buy, 
sell, trade and browse with 
more than 130 dealers and 
experts at over 350 tables 
and 40 booths set up in 
and around the casino’s 
events center.

Throughout the 

weekend, attendees can 
fi nd the latest in fi shing 
gear, hunting supplies, 
sporting goods, archery 
equipment, knife makers, 
taxidermy, outdoor 
guides, trapping supplies, 
hunting preserves, charter 
services, modern rifl es, 
shotguns, handguns, 
antique fi rearms, military 
surplus items and alpaca 
outdoor wear. 

The Seneca Nation 
Conservation Fish and 
Wildlife Division will be 
on site with their table 
set up where attendees 
can get information. Allie 
George, chief offi cer and 

Salamanca Press file photo
The Seneca Allegany Resort and Casino will host the annual 
Sportsman Show at the event center Saturday, Feb. 29 and 
Sunday, March 1. Presented by York-Penn Shows, the show 
will feature hundreds of tables and booths containing 
hunting and sportsman items for all outdoor enthusiasts.

See Sportsman, A5
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