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Salamanca’s graduates to be celebrated 
with parade June 11

By Kellen M. Quigley

Managing Editor

SALAMANCA — Even 
though many expected 
spring events for Salamanca 
High School’s senior class 
were canceled due to the 
coronavirus pandemic, a social 
distancing-safe parade will 
celebrate the graduates June 
11.

Sandra Magiera, Ward 4 
alderwoman on the Salamanca 
Common Council, said the 
parade will start at 6 p.m. next 
Thursday from the Dudley 
Hotel parking lot and continue 
down Main and Broad streets 
to the entrance of Veterans 
Memorial Park.

Magiera, who co-organized 
the event with Colleen Smith, 
wife of Mayor Michael Smith, 
said the idea to have a parade 
for the seniors came to her 

after seeing similar parades for 
kids who couldn’t have regular 
birthday parties.

“After listening to all the 
different events our senior 
class would be missing out on, 

we came up with the idea of a 
drive-by parade,” she said. 

Magiera said she talked 
with the mayor, asking if it 
was something that the city 
offi cials could do, and he said 

that his wife had just said the 
same thing earlier that day. “So 
the next day, I received a call 
from Colleen and we started to 
bring all our ideas together,” 
she said.

Following the normal parade 
down Broad Street, Magiera 
said Colleen Smith proposed 
the idea of having the kids 
drive into the entrance of Vets 
Park where the mayor would 
greet and introduce them and 
read a little biography of each 
student.

Magiera said they chose 
June 11 as the date because 
it’s the day before the school 
year will end. Originally 
they planned on June 15, the 
seniors’ traditional Moving-Up 
Day, since there were no plans 
for a graduation ceremony 
when the parade organizations 
began.

Students participating in 
the parade are encouraged 

to decorate their vehicles if 
possible.

In addition to being 
introduced by the mayor, 
Magiera said all 59 students 
will receive a collection of 
messages written by Smith, 
the city council members and 
Seneca Nation offi cials.

“I contacted the Nation 
and the Nation was on board 
to do the same thing, so the 
President and some of their 
Councilors will be writing 
some also,” she said. “So 
there will hopefully be about 
15 different messages to the 
seniors in each envelope.”

Along with the city and 
Nation, Magiera said the event 
will also be a collaboration 
with the support from the 
school and involvement 
of the local police and fi re 
departments who will take part 

See Parade, A3
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Along the Pennsy 
Trail: Part 1 — 

The Pennsylvania 
Railroad station

By Jaré Cardinal

Special to the Press

SALAMANCA — It’s 
been great to see so many 
people walking, biking and 
jogging along the Pennsy 
Trail in the south side of 
Salamanca.

This trail follows what 
was the Buffalo, New York 
& Philadelphia; Western 
New York & Pennsylvania 
Railway; and Pennsylvania 
Railroad track, which was 
in service here from 1882 to 
1968. The station sat on the 
south side of the present trail 
between Summit and South 
Main streets.

Today, this section is 
mostly quiet and peaceful. 
It is hard to imagine what 
it was like over 120 years 
ago, with several trains 
arriving and departing daily, 
coal smoke from the steam 
locomotives hovering in 

the air, a few industries 
dotting the landscape and the 
amount of soot that covered 
everything!

And in the center of 
all this activity was the 
Pennsylvania Railroad 
station.

The Pennsylvania 
Railroad fi rst made 
its presence known in 
Salamanca when it took 
over the Western New York 
and Philadelphia Railway’s 
interests in 1900. The 
WNY&P’s predecessor, 
The Buffalo, New York 
& Philadelphia, had built 
the line from Olean to 
Salamanca in October 1882.

A 1888 Sanborn map 
shows the WNY&P tracks 
on the south side of the 
station, the location of the 
Salamanca Iron Works, 
which became the Benedict 
Manufacturing Co., the 

Image provided
This undated postcard shows the South Main Street and 
Pennsylvania Railroad station areas in Salamanca during the 
early 20th century.

See Railroad, A5

Cattaraugus County Fair 
canceled for 2020

By Rick Miller

County Reporter

LITTLE VALLEY — The 
2020 Cattaraugus County 
Fair has been canceled. 

The announcement that 
the 178th annual county fair, 
one of the oldest in the state, 
would be canceled was made 
May 27 by the directors 
of the Cattaraugus County 
Agricultural Society, which 
operates the fairgrounds. 

Earlier in May, the 
Chautauqua County Fair 
and the Erie County Fair 
announced they too were 
canceling the 2020 season 
due to COVID-19 concerns. 

“Due to the spread of 
COVID-19, the Cattaraugus 
County Fair has been closely 

monitoring CDC and IAFE 
recommendations, along with 
the phased reopening of NYS 
and what that means for mass 
gatherings this summer,” fair 
offi cials posted on Facebook. 

“After careful 
consideration, the board 
made the diffi cult decision 
to cancel the 2020 fair,” the 
statement reads. 

Those who purchased 

tickets to the Justin Moore 
concert, should check 
their email from ETIX for 
instructions on refunds. 
ETIX phone number is (800) 
514- 3849. “Justin Moore 
will be coming in 2021,” the 
statement said. 

Also, Agricultural Society 
memberships will be 
transferred to 2021. 

“There will be no horse 
or livestock shows on the 
grounds through August,” 
fair offi cials said. 

“Please stay safe and enjoy 
your summer,” the statement 
from the Agricultural Society 
said. “We all look forward to 
seeing you at the 2021 fair.”

Press file photo
Goats are judged on the opening day of the 2019 Cattaraugus 
County Fair. Fair officials announced Wednesday the fair would 
be canceled this year due to COVID-19 concerns.

See County Fair, A5

Russ McDevitt, father of local 
resident, releases autobiography

By Deb Everts

Press Reporter

PENTICTON, British Columbia 
— E.J. “Russ” McDevitt, author of 
the popular Danny Quigley series, 
has recently released the third book of 
his autobiographical series, “Savage 
Down Under.” The Canadian writer 
is the father of Lynn Ouellette, DNP 
FNP, who has a primary care practice 
at Great Lakes Physician Practice in 
Salamanca.

In the action-packed sequel to Books 
One and Two, McDevitt fi ghts his way 
across Australia in outback boxing and 
wrestling troupes, while building a 
formidable reputation as a hard-hitting 
boxer with a fi ghting name, “Russ 
Savage.”

The Ireland native is no stranger 
to action. His journey began at age 
17 when he emigrated alone from 
his birthplace to a logging town on 
Vancouver Island in Canada. After 

a couple of years, he decided to go 
see the world and continued on to 
San Francisco, Hawaii, Fiji and New 
Zealand where he worked on the docks. 
He fi nally ended up in Australia where 
he traveled on the circuit with several 
boxing and wrestling troupes for three 
years. 

McDevitt’s life story highlights this 
exciting and challenging time when, as 
a young man, he hitchhiked up through 
Queensland, Australia, and came upon 
the Royal Show, a popular agricultural 
exhibition similar to a carnival or fair. 

“I ran out of money and decided to 
stop at Townsville to try to get a job, 
but nobody was in town. Everybody 
was at the Royal Show on the outskirts, 
so I went out to the show grounds and 
wandered around among the people 
there,” he said. “I heard drums beating 
and bells ringing, so I went over to 
see what was going on. I saw a man 

Photo submitted
Author E.J. “Russ” McDevitt, author of 
the popular Danny Quigley books, has 
recently released the third book of his 
autobiography series. He is the father 
of Lynn Ouellette, DNP FNP, who has a 
primary care practice at Great Lakes 
Physician Practice in Salamanca. See McDevitt, A5

Press photo by Kate Day Sager
Parade attendees wave to decorated vehicles containing seniors from 
Allegany-Limestone High School during a parade May 22. A similar 
parade honoring Salamanca’s seniors is planned for June 11.
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