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Gathering the flock while social 
distancing

City of Salamanca holding together 
during COVID-19 shutdown

By Kellen M. Quigley

Managing Editor

SALAMANCA — One week 
after the Salamanca Municipal 
Building closed its doors to the 
public and went to minimal in-
offi ce staff, Mayor Michael Smith 
says the city is still in good shape.

With the fi rst several confi rmed 
cases in the county coming over 
the weekend, Smith said Monday 
that there has been some fear in the 
workplace, but the city’s staff are 
“holding together.”

“Our health and safety crews, 
the police and fi re, are doing well. 
They’re following all protocols,” 
he said. “It wasn’t unexpected, as it 
gets a little closer.”

While many offi ce staff from city 

Press photo by Kellen M. Quigley
The popular Highland Avenue Playground is closed and surrounded by caution 
tape Monday, as are all the playgrounds in Salamanca during the citywide 
shutdown amid the COVID-19 pandemic.

See Shutdown, A5

By Amanda Grabowski

Lifestyles Editor

SALAMANCA — 
During this time of 
social distancing, it 
must be frustrating 
for a pastor to shut 
the church doors just 
when parishioners need 
spiritual guidance and 
comfort more than ever.

But the Rev. Michael 
Lonto of St. Mary’s 
Episcopal Church found 
several ways to stay 
connected.

“I spend a lot of time 
on the phone these 

days,” Lonto said.
He has also devised 

a way to share his 
usual Sunday Sermon 
by presenting it in 
the form of a weekly 
letter. Since he also 
includes weekly  Bible 
readings, recipients of 
these letters are able 
to experience most of 
the aspects of a Church 
service, minus the 
music, communion and, 
of course, the coffee and 
donuts.

This week Lonto 

Randolph Manor keeps residents safe and happy 
amid COVID-19

By Deb Everts

Press Reporter

RANDOLPH — As the 
world reels in chaos from the 
COVID-19 epidemic, residents 
at the Randolph Manor are 
kept safe and busy. With the 
exception of no outside visitors 
allowed, it’s pretty much 
business as usual and their 
day-to-day activities haven’t 
changed much.

Steve Mauro who owns and 
operates the 50-bed facility with 
his brother, David, said they 
haven’t had any issues with the 
coronavirus and the residents 
are doing great. The only 
thing that’s changed in their 
daily routine is no visitors are 
allowed.

“Visitors can stand outside 
the door, down at the bottom of 
the steps and talk to their loved 
ones, or they can talk to them 
through the door or through a 
bedroom window. They just 
have to keep that 6-foot space,” 
he said.

Resident Doris Stone said 
being isolated is much worse 
than what she and many of the 
other residents went through 
during World War II, because 
nobody can come in and they 
can’t leave. In spite of that, she 
said they all are doing fi ne.

“It wasn’t so bad. We didn’t 

have to be so isolated as we 
are now,” she said, referring 
to wartime. “There weren’t 
many cars on the road because 
tires were scarce and gas 
was rationed. Sugar, coffee 
and things like that were also 

Press file photo
The Rev. Michael Lonto of St. Mary’s Episcopal Church had to 
stop offering services due to the COVID-19 pandemic, but 
he’s still finding ways to stay connected with his flock during 
Lent.See Rev. Lonto, A5

See Randolph Manor, A5

Cattaraugus County 
positive COVID-19 

tests remains 
stable at five

Photos submitted
Residents of Randolph Manor are safe and well, displaying positive 
messages to their families and friends on Facebook. Activities Director 
Rhonda Schultz keeps them busy and their minds off the coronavirus 
epidemic with a daily program schedule.
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By Rick Miller

County Reporter

The number of 
Cattaraugus County 
residents with confi rmed 
cases of COVID-19 
increased to fi ve over the 
weekend and remained 
stable there as of Tuesday 
morning.

Two positive test 
results were reported on 
Friday and three more 
on Saturday. Those here 
with COVID-19 range in 
age from a teenage girl 
to a man in his mid-70s. 
Some have symptoms 
and others have been 
asymptomatic.

Only the northeast part 
of the county was without 
a positive test at this time.

Most of those with the 
virus here had recently 
traveled to Buffalo 
or New York City or 
both. Only a man from 
the Olean area had not 
traveled to any areas 
where COVID-19 is 
widespread.

“We haven’t had any 
more positives,” Watkins 
said Monday afternoon. 
“We still have 19 samples 
(tests) pending.”

He said of the 167 
county residents who 
have been tested so far, 
143 results have come 
back negative.

The tests are still in 
short supply locally 

and are being rationed 
— mostly for known 
contacts and family 
members of someone 
testing positive for the 
novel coronavirus.

Sixty-nine county 
residents are in isolation 
in their homes, 59 of 
which are mandatory 
and 10 are precautionary. 
Whole families are under 
quarantine.

None of those testing 
positive are healthcare 
workers.

“We did quite a few 
tests today and we are 
still following individuals 
who are in quarantine,” 
Watkins said.

In daily face-to-
face meetings, health 
department nurses scan 
the temperatures of those 
in quarantine and observe 
any other symptoms 
including cough, aches 
and diffi culty breathing.

After reporting two 
cases March 27, as of 
Saturday night, three 
more positive test results 
were reported to Watkins. 

“We assume there is 
community-wide spread 
of the virus within our 
area,” Watkins said. “We 
are continuing to ask 
residents to hunker down 
in their homes and avoid 
travel.” 

On the morning of 

See COVID-19, A5
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