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Strong showing for 
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CCAA Roll-Offs

Page B1

SPORTS

PROUDLY SERVING CENTRAL AND WESTERN CATTARAUGUS COUNTY FOR OVER 150 YEARS

SALAMANCA PRESS
THE

Est. 1867

February 13 - 19, 2020 $1.25

Next ‘By Fireside Series’ 

Feb. 15 at ASP

Page A3

LOCAL

We’re off to see 

‘The Wizard of Oz’
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Snocross races return to casino for 8th year next weekend

Salamanca submits application for 
HGTV renovation series

Salamanca’s 
$10.4 million city 
budget could see 
2% tax increase

A bountiful winter blossoming

SALAMANCA — Not too 
long ago, the city of Salamanca 
was known for its bustling Main 
Street, downtown shops and vibrant 
community life, offering plenty of 
merchandise from fi ne dining to 
heritage goods.

Now with a potential contest, 
Salamanca is making plans to 
renovate the historic downtown 
area that will not only anchor it 
again as a retail center but also 
potentially return the city as the 
social and cultural epicenter of the 
region.

The Salamanca community, 
including city, school and business 
leaders and the Seneca Nation of 
Indians, recently submitted their 
nomination to the HGTV series 
Home Town Takeover, seeking 
to have the show’s hosts come to 
Salamanca to signifi cantly spruce 
up the city.

The nomination included a 
three-minute video, which features 
individuals from throughout 
the community talking about 

Salamanca’s history, unique 
standing as the only city in America 
located on Native American 
territory, its architecture, its 

character and its people.
Those appearing in the video 

Photo submitted
Members of the Home Town Takeover project team include Aaron Straus, 
Salamanca City School District; John Sheehan, Seneca-Salamanca Chamber of 
Commerce; Sandy Brundage, City Grant Writer; and Gary Quattrone, Chamber 
Marketing Coordinator.

See Sal Renovation, A5

Press photo by Amanda Grabowski
February is the month when the rare white-pedaled snow blossoms bloom in Salamanca. A group of them are shown in all 
their frosty glory displayed in the winter garden courtyard at Hillview Manor. Note the comfortable snow cushion provided 
for visitors.

By Kellen M. Quigley

Managing Editor

SALAMANCA — 
Whether there’s snow, 
sleet or rain — a foot 
of the white stuff or 
widespread puddles in 
mild temperatures — 
nothing can stop the pro 
snowmobile races from 
coming to town.

Thousands of 
snowmobilers and winter 
sports fans alike will 
gather next Friday and 
Saturday, Feb. 21 and 22 
at the Seneca Allegany 
Resort and Casino for the 
return of the AMSOIL 
Championship Snocross 
National for the eighth 

consecutive year in 
Salamanca.

So far, things are on 
schedule for another 
successful year, said 
Linda Hitchcock, General 
Manager at the casino. She 
said last year’s event saw 
over 15,000 attendees.

“The warm weather this 
season has revamped our 
snowmaking process,” she 
said. “We usually have 
more snow than we need 
by this point. However, 
they do have a plan in place 
to make this event happen.”

Preparations begin right 
after the previous year’s 
event wraps up, Hitchcock 
said. After a post-con to 
address any issues, the 

casino’s team begins 
blocking for the next event.

“Food and Beverage 
is busy planning on what 
needs to be done,” she said. 
“The hotel room blocks 
that we set in place for the 
event have already been 
fi lled. Tickets sales in The 
Logo shop are going well.”

The stop at the Seneca 
Allegany Resort and 
Casino in Salamanca is the 
farthest east for the national 
touring series and is the 
sixth of eight stops during 
the 2019-20 season.

ISOC Racing 
spokesperson Gene Shaw 
said things are going 
according to plan from the 

Salamanca Press file photo
A pro snowmobiler races around a bend during the 2019 AMSOIL Championship Snocross 
National at the Seneca Allegany Resort and Casino. This year’s event is Feb. 21 and 22 at the 
casino.See Snocross, A5

By Kellen M. Quigley

Managing Editor

SALAMANCA — The 
Salamanca Common 
Council was expected 
to vote Wednesday on 
a preliminary $10.4 
million budget for the 
2020-21 fi scal year with 
a proposed 2 percent tax 
rate increase.

The council and 
Mayor Michael “Smitty” 
Smith have met in work 
sessions the past couple 
weeks going over the 
department head’s 
requests and fi nalizing 
numbers for its fi rst 
approval this week.

“We have gone through 
it all, and the work from 
our end is basically 
done,” he said.

The proposed 
$10,399,551 budget is up 
about $500,000 from the 
current budget as well as 
up nearly $1 million from 
the 2018-19 budget.

“That’s basically from 
minimum wage going 
up,” Smith explained. 
He said many part-time 
city employees, such 
as at the youth center 
and in the Department 
of Public Works, are at 
minimum wage. “That 
increase hikes everything 
else up. We’re looking 
at an insurance hike for 
the health insurance 
we provide for the 
employees.”

Smith said the council 
is looking at a 2 percent 
tax increase to $63.78 
per thousand of taxable 
value. About $975,305 
would be raised through 
taxes, which is roughly 
$3,600 less than the 
current year.

“When the money 

comes from the state, 
we get paid back for 
everything that’s tax-
exempt,” the mayor said. 
“Having that 2 percent 
increase give us an 
additional 2 percent of, at 
this point, what the state 
owes us, which is $24 
million from four years 
of unpaid casino revenue 
at about $6 million a 
year.”

Last fall, the state loan 
the city $4.7 million to 
help fi nances for the next 
two years, about the same 
amount taken out of the 
city’s appropriated fund 
balance to help balance 
the budget.

“That leaves us plenty 
in the surplus. We are far 
from being in a disaster,” 
Smith said. “There’s 
money left to get through 
next year’s budget, too. 
And the state has stepped 
up and said they’ll be 
there if we need them.”

Smith said the work 
sessions with the council 
were productive, adding 
that the alderman “came 
in with eyes wide open 
and level heads.”

“There are no panicked 
budget slashes. We 
have tried to control 
everything we can,” he 
added. “(The council) 
goes through it with a 
fi ne-tooth comb.”

Among the major 
projects planned for the 
upcoming fi scal year is 
a new salt barn for the 
Department of Public 
Works. Smith said the 
council plans to bond for 
that project as well as the 
purchase of a new wing 
truck for the department.

“We’re buying one new 

See City Budget, A5
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