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Salamanca High School earns national recognition for STEM
SALAMANCA — 

Salamanca High School 
has been called many 
things since it unveiled 
its award-winning 
Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Art 
and Math (STEAM) 
program: focus school, 
groundbreaker, pathway 
district.

Now it can add a new 
label: national STEM 
Excellence.

Salamanca City 
Central School District, 
a rural school facing 
generation poverty and 
connectivity concerns 
and located on the 

southern edge of the 
indigenous territory 
of Seneca Nation of 
Indians, was named 
a national school of 
STEM Excellence 
recently at the 
International Future of 
Education Technology 
Conference (FETC) in 
Miami, Fla.

First awarded in 2015, 
the STEM Excellence 
Award is designed to 
highlight a school’s 
interdisciplinary 
approach to 
STEAM education, 
demonstrating the 
effective integration 

of science, technology, 
engineering, art, and 
math into authentic 
learning opportunities 
for students.

“Schools that provide 
high-quality STEM 
learning opportunities 
are truly living out 
the vision of what a 
21st-century education 
should be, which is why 
we seek to highlight 
some of the nation’s 
most outstanding 
programs through the 
STEM Excellence 
Awards,” said Jennifer 
Womble, program chair 
of FETC.

Just three high 
schools in the United 
States and Canada 
earned the distinction, 
and Salamanca High 
School is the only New 
York state winner since 
the award’s inception.

“It is very rewarding 
to be recognized 
at this level for the 
work our teachers 
and administrators 
have invested in 
creating dynamic 
and focused learning 
experiences for our 
students,” said Assistant 
Superintendent Dr. 

Photo provided
Salamanca High School students Connor Spring and Cruz 
Otero train on new drone assembly kits, side by side with 
their Part 107 teachers. The school was recently recognized 
for STEAM Excellence.

See STEM, A5

NYS Winter Games torch sets off from Gowanda
By Bill Peglowski

Special to the Press

GOWANDA — The 
Torch Relay for the 
New York State Winter 
Games made a stop in 
Gowanda Monday for 
the second consecutive 
year.

Seven Gowanda 
students carried the 
torch from the front of 
the middle school to 
Community Bank in 
the village. The bank 
sponsored the local 
torch stop.

The school 
participation was 
organized by Cross 
Country coach David 
Bolen.

The Torch Relay 
involved two torches 
for 2020, one starting 
in the Buffalo area and 
the other from New 
York City.

Sunday saw the 
fi rst stops in the 
Buffalo section of the 
relay, which began in 
Niagara Falls in the 
morning and made 
a stop at Batavia. 
Gowanda was the fi rst 
of the Jan. 27 stops 
and was ahead of 
schedule arriving at 
the bank shortly after 
8 a.m. 

Leaving the bank, 
the torch made a brief 
visit to the Gowanda 
Elementary School 

before heading on to 
Orchard Park and, 
later, to the Rochester 
area.

The Torch Relay 
continued on to Lake 
Placid where both 
torches would come 
together at 4 p.m. to 
light the cauldron to 
signify the start of 
the 2020 NYS Winter 
Games.

In 2019, the torch 
set off from Holiday 
Valley in Ellicottville 
before making its way 
through Cattaraugus 
and Chautauqua 
counties before 
making it through 
Gowanda on the way 
to Buffalo.

Press photo by Bill Peglowski
Students from the Gowanda Cross Country team participated in the Torch Relay for the New York 
State Winter Games. Pictured at Gowanda’s Community Bank are (front, from left): Autumn Pupo, 
Derek Milne and Alhanna Gabel, (back, from left) Christian Cook, Emagin Warrior, Willow Mentley-
Peters and Jayson Twoguns.

Salamanca 
looking forward 
to several 2020 
grant projects

By Kellen M. Quigley

Managing Editor

SALAMANCA — 
Things are looking to be 
busy in the Salamanca 
this year as the Common 
Council showed its support 
last week for seeking funds 
for several projects to 
continue beautifying the 
city.

During its Jan. 22 
meeting, the council 
approved the submission 
of three grants for various 
projects in the city planned 
for this year from Main 
Street to Highland Avenue.

First, the council 
authorized applying for 
an HGVT Hometown 
Takeover Grant in 

See Grant Projects, A5

Press photo by Kellen M. Quigley
This block from 27 to 35 Main Street south of the bridge 
could be a targeted area of an HGVT Hometown Takeover 
Grant recently applied for by the city in collaboration with 
the Salamanca school district, Seneca Nation and chamber 
of commerce for renovations to the downtown area.

Mrs. Metzler celebrates 104 years 
of good living

By Deb Everts

Press Reporter

SALAMANCA — Local resident 
Mecanna “Mac” Metzler has proven, 
once again, that age is just a number. 
The sprightly centenarian offi cially 
celebrated her 104th birthday Jan. 11 
and still lives life to the fullest.

Mrs. Metzler said she has enjoyed 
not one, but four birthday cakes 
to observe her special milestone, 
and she’s been taken out to dinner 
several times. She has never had so 
many surprise celebrations for one 
birthday, but the Common Council 
meeting on Jan. 22 was the biggest 
surprise of all.

Unknown to her at the time, 
several dozen relatives and friends 
of Mrs. Metzler gathered in the 
Salamanca City Courtroom for a 
special presentation in her honor.

After a nice family dinner, her 
niece, Marsha Metzler, managed to 
get her to the meeting without any 
suspicion. She told her aunt that 
they were stopping in at the meeting 
because her sister who works in city 
hall was receiving an award.

She was caught by complete 
surprise when addressed by Mayor 
Michael “Smitty” Smith.

“Mrs. Metzler, would you please 
come and join us?” the mayor asked 
her from in front of the courtroom.

“Who, me?” she replied, earning a 

big laugh and cheer from the crowd.
Metzler was the recipient of a 

special proclamation naming Jan. 
22, 2020 “Mecanna Metzler Day” in 
the city.

“We are pleased and honored to 
join with her many relatives and 
friends in extending our best wishes 
on her 104th birthday,” Smith said. 

“On behalf of our community, we 
extend to Mecanna our best wishes 
for many years of blessings, health 
and happiness. Mecanna Metzler, 
you make us ‘Salamanca Proud.’”

“I thought we were going to the 
meeting to see her receive an award 

Press photo by Kellen M. Quigley
Mecanna “Mac” Metzler (left) is embraced by Salamanca Mayor Michael “Smitty” 
Smith after honoring her 104th birthday by declaring Jan. 22, 2020 “Mecanna 
Metzler Day” in the city.

See 104 Years, A5
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