
By Kellen M. Quigley

Managing Editor

SALAMANCA — Two 
different lawsuits alleging 
abuse by the same retired 
Salamanca teacher were 
filed May 27 in New York 
State Supreme Court in 
Cattaraugus County. 

Since the reopening of 
courts for civil litigation, 
two plaintiffs filed separate 
suits against the Salamanca 
City Central School District 
alleging a former teacher 
abused two students about a 
decade apart. 

One unidentified plaintiff, 
represented by Jeffrey R. 
Anderson and J. Michael 
Reck of Jeff Anderson and 
Associates P.A of New York 
City, alleges David Bemus, 
who taught at the former 
Jefferson Street School, had 
unpermitted sexual contact 
with a 10-year-old child in 
1977 and 1978. 

The second lawsuit against 
the school district was filed 
by Leah Constanzo of Steve 
Boyd P.C. of Williamsville 
on behalf of her unnamed 
client. That case alleges 
Bemus had sexually abused 
another youth between the 
ages of 9 and 14 from 1984 
to 1989. 

Requests seeking 
comment by Salamanca 
school district officials were 
not returned by press time 
Tuesday.

Bemus told The 
Salamanca Press he was 
shocked by the accusations. 

“This is just unbelievable,” 
he said. “My reputation in 
Salamanca as a teacher was 
always outstanding, and I 
don’t know of anything that 
ever could cause this.” 

Anderson and Reck allege 
that, while at Jefferson 
Street School, Bemus had 
access to and worked with 
children, and the Salamanca 
district “knew or should 
have known” that he was 
a danger prior to Bemus’s 
interaction with the plaintiff. 
Anderson and Reck allege 
the school district breached 
its duties by failing to care 
for and protect the plaintiff 
while maintaining Bemus 
“in a position of power 
and authority through 
which Bemus had access to 
children.” 

The lawsuit alleges 
negligence by the school 
district for employing 
Bemus, negligent hiring 
by the district for not 
investigating Bemus and 
learning “propensity for the 
type of behavior” alleged 
and negligent training, 
supervision and retention. 

“I think our complaints 
pretty much speak for 
themselves,” said Costanzo, 
whose office is working with 
Anderson’s office on both 
suits. “We’re aware of three 
victims of this particular 
perpetrator with the abuse 
being pretty consistent and 
similar and occurring mainly 
on but both on and off school 
property.” 

In the second case, 
Costanzo also alleges that 
Bemus had access to and 
worked with her client while 
at Jefferson Street School, 
and the school district 
should have become aware 
to Bemus’s propensity to 
commit sexual abuse and the 
risk to the plaintiff’s safety. 

“At the very least, (the 
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SALAMANCA — 
Although small in number 
compared to other area 
protests, the passion for 
their cause was still evident 
Saturday at Jefferson Street 
Park.

About two dozen peaceful 
protesters gathered at 
2 p.m. for Salamanca’s 
Sit-in for Justice where 
local community members 
demonstrated their concerns 
of police brutality and 
showed their support of 
the Black Lives Matter 
movement.

Organized by Andie 
Hill and Haley Pond, two 
recent Salamanca High 

School graduates and local 
residents, the event saw 
protesters stand and sit at the 
park’s north end near Broad 
Street where they held signs, 
chanted slogans and voiced 

their thoughts and feelings 
on the issues.

“Here in Salamanca, the 
younger generation has a 
lot of energy and passion 
towards this issue,” the two 

said.
At about 2:20, the 

protesters kneeled in silence 
for eight minutes and 46 
seconds, the length of time 
former Minneapolis police 
officer Derek Chauvin knelt 
on George Floyd’s neck as 
he died.

“In honor of every black 
person, Native person or 
any person who has been 
discriminated against by law 
enforcement, we’re going to 
kneel,” Pond told the group. 
“Really take this time to 
reflect.”

Pond encouraged 
everything to think about 
how their lives had been 
affected by their race, 

By Jaré Cardinal

Special to the Press

SALAMANCA — A 
couple of years ago, a visitor 
came into the Salamanca 
Rail Museum, began telling 
us about her grandparent’s 
hotel that sat across from 
the Pennsylvania Railroad 
Station in Salamanca, 
and asked if we had any 
information on it.

We checked our records 
and found nothing in our 
collection about it. Rick 
Speroni, one of our board 
advisors, was at the museum 
that day, and said that he 
thought he had something 
related to the hotel at 
home. Speroni is a life-long 
Salamanca resident and an 
avid railroad collector and 
our Pennsylvania Railroad 
expert.

The next day, he brought 

in a business card for the 
Allegany Hotel, which was 
located opposite the “Penn’s 
Depot.” What was also 
interesting is the name of the 
proprietor: J.H. Fry. Curious 
as to who J.H. Fry was 
and what happened to the 
Allegany Hotel, we started 
looking into more about the 
history of both.

Looking through various 
census records and other 
documents, we found that 
J.H. was Jesse Harmon 
Fry, sometimes listed as 
Harmon, sometimes listed 
as Jesse), an interesting 
entrepreneur who was born 
in Albion, Oswego County 
in December 1844. He 
was one of nine children 
born to farmers Abram Fry 
(1798-1854) and Chloe G. 
Quakenbush (1809-1879). 
Albion was a lumbering, 
tannery, agricultural town 
which, by 1845, boasted a 

population of 1,644.
On Oct 9, 1861, J.H. 

Fry enlisted in the army at 
Oswego and mustered in 
as a private into Co I, NY 
75th Regiment on Nov. 26, 
1861. His official record 
states that he was promoted 
to full sergeant on April 14, 
1864, and mustered out on 
Nov. 29, 1864, and that he 
served as a POW at some 
point during the war. Fry’s 
regiment fought mainly 
in the deep south until it 
was sent north to fight as 
part of General Phillip 
Sheridan’s Shenandoah 
Valley Campaign from May 
to October 1864. 

The 1870 census shows 
that after the war, Fry 
returned to Albion and, at 
age 25, was working as a 
cooper. He was listed as 
the head of the household 
that included his mother, 
now a widow, and fiyr of 

his siblings. In 1875, Jesse 
married Hattie Elizabeth 
Duell, the daughter of Anson 
Duell (1811-1885) and 
Electa Moore (b. 1833, death 
unknown), who was born in 
Albion in June 1854.

Five years later, the 
couple was living in Pine 
Grove Township, Warren 
County, Pa., where Fry 
and his partner Henry 
Row — another Civil War 
veteran who, like Fry, was 
raised in Oswego — were 
manufacturing stoves. Soon 
after, the family moved 
to Dunkirk for reasons 
unknown.

Little more could be 
found about Fry and 
Hattie between 1882 and 
when he first showed up 
in Salamanca. However, 
his obituary in the Russell 
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Two dozen gather Saturday for 
Salamanca’s Sit-in for Justice

Photo by Kellen M. Quigley
About two dozen people gathered Saturday in Jefferson Street 
Park near Broad Street for Salamanca’s Sit-In for Justice, a 
peaceful protest against police brutality and in support of the 
Black Lives Matter movement.

See Justice, A5

Along the Pennsy Trail: Part 2 
Owners of the Allegany Hotel

See PA Trail, A5
Photo submitted

Hattie and J.H. Fry, taken in Warren, Pa. Date unknown.
LOCAL

Local students nominated to attend 
top military academies

By Deb Everts

Press Reporter

Local students Emma 
Haynes, of Cattaraugus, and 
Madisyn Kilby, of Great 
Valley, have been nominated 
by Senator Kirsten 
Gillibrand (D-NY) and 
Representative Tom Reed 
(R-Corning) to attend two of 
the nation’s leading military 
academies.

Haynes, who will 
graduate from Cattaraugus-
Little Valley (CLV) Central 
School this month, is set to 
report to the U.S. Military 
Academy at West Point in 
mid-July.

Kilby will graduate from 
Ellicottville Central School 
(ECS) this month. After a 
year of required prep school 
at the New Mexico Military 
Institute, she will have the 

opportunity to attend the 
U.S. Air Force Academy in 
Colorado Springs.

CLV Principal Kristina 
Maines said Haynes has 
been exemplary and is a 
well-rounded student-athlete 
that represents CLV in a 
positive manner. Ranked 
fourth in her class, she 
has taken many college 
courses through Jamestown 
Community College. 
She has been involved in 
sports and extra-curricular 
activities including cross 
country, track and drama 
club.

According to Maines, 
Haynes is committed to 
her community and now 
her country. As a self-
determined young woman, 
her drive to succeed in this 
field is evident. Outside 
of school, she has been a 

member of the Civil Air 
Patrol (CAP) Cadet Program 
for five years. Haynes has 
served in every leadership 
position and finished the 
term as Cadet Commander 
of the squadron.

“This is a tremendous 
accomplishment and 
it’s quite an honor to be 
accepted to West Point,” 

Photo submitted
Madisyn Kilby of Great Valley 
has been nominated to 
attend the U.S. Air Force 
Academy. 

See Military, A5

Photo submitted
Emma Haynes of Cattaraugus 
will start her military career at 
the U.S. Military Academy at 
West Point in July.
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