
By Rick Miller

County Reporter

LITTLE VALLEY 
— Cattaraugus County 
lawmakers reorganized 
for 2020 on Jan. 8 with 
Republicans controlling 
16 of the 17 County 
Legislature seats. 

New Legislature 
Chairman Howard 
VanRensselaer, 
R-Randolph, promised 
to “work hard for the 
Legislature and all 
of the constituents of 
Cattaraugus County.” 

VanRensselaer added: 
“It is important to me that 
we begin to heal and work 
together after all of the 
turmoil that existed over 
the last few years.” 

That was a reference to 
the “bipartisan majority” 
that elected former 
Legislature Chairman 
James J. Snyder, R-Olean, 
two years ago, much 
to the consternation 
of Republican leaders. 
Snyder cobbled a majority 
made up of fi ve Democrats 
and four Republicans. 

VanRensselaer said 
legislators should 
“preserve and grow” the 
county’s robust surplus. 

He also said there are 
“great opportunities” for 
economic development 
with the county’s 
share of any upcoming 

settlement between the 
Seneca Nation and New 
York state over casino 
revenue sharing funds. A 
framework for economic 
development needs to be 
agreed upon. 

VanRensselaer also 
wants to hold the line on 
taxes. 

“The overtaxed citizens 
of our county do not want 
higher taxes to fund their 
government, therefore, 

we must look to trim our 
bureaucracy where we 
can with the help and 
direction of our County 
Administrator Jack 
Searles,” he said. 

Vice Chairman Andrew 
Burr, R-Gowanda, said 
that since his arrival two 
years ago the Legislature 
“has been a very 
Balkanized political body. 
The fi rst two years of my 
public service have been 

a tumultuous and diffi cult 
journey.” 

Burr said he’s looking 
for “a constructive 
governing arrangement 
based on mutual respect 
and public trust. We 
cannot allow our 
differences to paralyze us 
like Washington, D.C.” 

Burr also said the 
county road program is 
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Salamanca girls pick up 
road win, 48-41 at 
Cattaraugus-Little Valley

Page B1

SPORTS

PROUDLY SERVING CENTRAL AND WESTERN CATTARAUGUS COUNTY FOR OVER 150 YEARS

SALAMANCA PRESS
THE

Est. 1867

January 16 - 22, 2020 $1.25

Salamanca schools 
receive $474K grant for 
Seneca youth program
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Town of Ellicottville 
Bicentennial events 
begin in March
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Seneca Nation celebrates 
repatriation of ‘Cornplanter 

Pipe Tomahawk’
By Deb Everts

Press Reporter

 
SALAMANCA 

— Seneca Chief 
Cornplanter’s peace 
pipe-tomahawk is back 
home where it belongs 
— with his people.

A ceremony for the 
official repatriation 
of the famed pipe 
tomahawk took 
place Jan. 9 at the 
Onohsagwe:de’ Cultural 
Center’s Distinct 
Community Room. 

Seneca Nation 
President Rickey 
Armstrong said it was 
truly an important 
historical, meaningful 
day for all Seneca 
people everywhere. He 
said George Washington 
was so impressed with 
Cornplanter that he 
gave him this tomahawk 
pipe out of friendship 
and respect. 

“Last year, for 
the first time in 150 

years, Cornplanter’s 
tomahawk peace pipe 
appeared back on 
Seneca territory,” he 
said. “It was supposed 

to be on loan, but how 
can you loan someone 
something that is truly 

Press photo by Deb Everts
Mark Schaming (left), director of the New York State 
Museum, and Seneca Nation President Rickey Armstrong 
stand with Chief Cornplanter’s peace pipe-tomahawk that 
will now remain with the Seneca Nation back where it 
belongs. Schaming holds a hand-beaded pin cushion pillow 
gifted to him by the Seneca Nation.

See Cornplanter, A5

Republicans settle in controlling 16 
of 17 County Legislature seats

Press photo by Rick Miller
Cattaraugus County Legislature leadership was sworn in Jan. 8 by County Court Judge 
Ronald Ploetz. From left are: Assistant Majority Leader Norman Marsh, R-Little Valley; Vice 
Chairman Andrew Burr, R-Gowanda; Majority Whip Kelly Andreano, R-Olean; Chairman 
Howard VanRensselaer, R-Randolph; Majority Leader Michael Brisky, R-Franklinville and 
Minority Leader David Koch, D-Salamanca.

See Republicans, A5

Hunt ready to 
represent District 

5 in county leg
By Kellen M. Quigley

Managing Editor

SALAMANCA — 
A well-known face at 
CCSE Federal Credit 
Union in Salamanca and 
a former Ward 1 council 
representative in the city, 
Laurie Hunt is now the 
new legislator for District 
5 in the Cattaraugus 
County Legislature.

“First I would like to 
take this opportunity to 
thank everyone for the 
support they’ve given 
me,” Hunt said in a 
recent interview with the 
Press. “I am humbled 
and honored to have been 
chosen to represent our 
District 5 and all of our 
residents of Cattaraugus 
County.”

In November, Hunt 
defeated two-term 
incumbent Susan Labuhn, 
1,044 votes to 912.

“I was excited to see 
the election results on the 
evening of Nov. 5,” she 
recalled. “It was diffi cult 
to fall asleep with the 
anticipation building 
throughout the evening. It 
was an experience I will 
never forget. The voters 
have spoken.”

Since then, Hunt said 
the response from the 
community has been 

amazing.
“The folks that had 

called, sent fl owers, 
messages and came to me 
personally to congratulate 
me is far beyond what I 
ever expected,” she said. 
“I am very thankful for 
such great support.”

Hunt also gave a 
special thank you to her 
family for their support, 
including her mom, 
Diana, her granddaughter, 
Brynlee, and daughter, 
Lauren, for all their help.

“I couldn’t do it without 
you,” she said. “They 
had gone all over District 
5 with me to hang signs 
and get the word out I 
was running for county 
legislator. They were a 
great team for me!”

Laurie A. Hunt

See District 5, A5

Two charged with murder 
of Salamanca man

By Kellen M. Quigley

Managing Editor

SALAMANCA — Two 
Salamanca residents have 
been charged with the 
second-degree murder of a 
Salamanca man following 
the discovery of the body 
Monday morning.

Chad Skoken, 38, of 
Salamanca, was found 
dead by police at 11:55 
a.m. Jan. 13 in the 
garage at 37 Waite Ave. 
following an investigation 
by the Salamanca Police 
Department, Captain Jamie 
Deck said Tuesday.

Jeremiah DesJarlais, 35, 
and Derrick Marsh, 31, both 
Waite Avenue residents, 
were later arrested by 
police.

Deck said Skoken’s body 
showed signs that there had 
been an altercation between 
the three men, but declined 
to go into further detail.

The connection between 
DesJarlais, Marsh and 
Skoken was unknown as of 
press time Tuesday, Deck 
said.

According to Deck, one 
of the suspects was taken 
into custody immediately 

after police found the 
deceased. The other was 
taken in about fi ve hours 
later, he said.

The investigation led 
police to believe the 
altercation had taken place 
about 24 hours before 
Skoken was found Monday 
morning, Deck said.

According to Cattaraugus 
County property records, 

Angeline DesJarlais, of 
37 Waite Ave., owns the 
property.

DesJarlais and Marsh 
were being held in the 
Salamanca city jail 
Tuesday while waiting for 
arraignment.

The Cattaraugus County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce assisted in 
the investigation.

Press photo by Kellen M. Quigley
The body of Chad Skoken, of Salamanca, was found by 
Salamanca police Monday morning in this garage at 37 Waite 
Ave. Jeremiah DesJarlais and Derrick Marsh, both Waite Avenue 
residents, were charged with murder and held in city jail.
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