
By Kellen M. Quigley

Managing Editor

SALAMANCA — The 
Salamanca City Central School 
District held its fourth annual 
Community Thanksgiving 
Dinner Nov. 25.

Hosted by the school and run 
by the Key Club, a high school 
student-led organization part of 
the Kiwanis Club, enough food 
was collected and donated to 
serve about 1,200 people at no 
cost.

Before hundreds of hungry 
diners entered the high school 
cafeteria for their free meals of 
turkey, stuffi ng, corn, potatoes, 
cranberry sauce and a dessert, 

several fi gures from the school 
and community welcomed them 
to the traditional feast.

Key Club President Kendell 
Valvo served as emcee for the 
opening ceremony, thanking 
all those who attended and 
introducing each guest speaker.

“People keep asking us 
why we do this event, and our 
answer is because we love our 
community,” Valvo said. “It is 
awesome to give back to such a 
wonderful community, and we 
want to do something that leaves 
a positive change.”

First to speak was Bob 
Breidenstein, district 
superintendent, who said the 
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Hundreds welcomed to another successful 
Salamanca school Community dinner

Memories of lost loved ones 
honored at Tree of Life ceremony

CCLAA planning for future of Ray Evans theater in Salamanca
SALAMANCA — While the 

Cattaraugus County Living Arts 
Association recently celebrated the 
30th anniversary of renovating the 
Ray Evans Seneca Theater, the group 
is also looking for contributions 
of time and money in its hope to 
continue offering performances in the 
future.

While the CCLAA’s board of 
directors asks local residents to 
recall the history of the facility and 
those who renovated it, its members 
continue to offer live theater, looking 
to the community for its assistance to 
do so.

The theater, originally built by 
the Schine Chain, was designed by 
John and Drew Ebersol. Construction 

began in 1941, just before the 
outbreak of World War II. Because 
of a shortage of building materials 
caused by the war, construction was 
not completed until 1945.

Expenses for the historic building’s 
upkeep, along with utility costs 
and fees associated with putting 
on productions, have strained the 
organization’s coffers.

Despite that, the CCLAA board 
members believe the theater is 
important to the community.

“It exposes theater to children 
and the community,” said Sue Fries, 
CCLAA treasurer, who noted not 
everyone can afford to go to New 
York City or even Buffalo to be 
exposed to theater.

The CCLAA continues to offer 
theatrical performances that draw 
hundreds into the city while offering 
area youth the chance to perform 
and learn about theater. The facility 
is also rented to others, such as 
the Seneca Salamanca Chamber of 
Commerce, which shows free movies 
to the area residents.

“Productions offered here are as 
good,” said Linda Freaney, CCLAA 
president. She said there are many 
talented people in the area. Not only 
can people enjoy those talents at the 
theater, but the facility also provides 
a place for them to showcase talents, 
she said.

Salamanca Press file photo
The board of the Cattaraugus County Living 
Arts Association recently celebrated the 
30th anniversary of the Ray Evans Seneca 
Theater renovations, but are looking for the 
community’s help in planning for its future.

Press photo by Kellen M. Quigley
Hundreds of community members once again attended the fourth free Community Thanksgiving Dinner 
hosted by the Salamanca City Central School District and Key Club on Nov. 25 at the high school.

See Ray Evans, A5

See Thanksgiving Dinner, A5

Salamanca 
firefighters thankful 
for turkey donation

By Amanda Grabowski

Lifestyles Editor

SALAMANCA — 
When questioned about 
his Thanksgiving dinner 
plans, Assistant Fire chief 

Ed Fredrickson said 
that the fi refi ghters on-call 
would be fi xing their own 
meal at the fi re hall.

“Someone gave us 
a turkey and a couple 
of pies,” he said. “Our 
residents are great.”

Fredrickson admitted 
that they didn’t have 

much experience cooking 
turkey dinner, but he was 
sure they could fi gure it 
out.

“We’ll just look it up on 
the internet,” he said.

Salamanca fi remen 
Chris Campbell and 
Irvin Roninson display 
the perfectly roasted 
turkey they prepared and 
enjoyed at the fi re hall on 
Thanksgiving Day.

The turkey and some 
pies were donated by 
grateful Salamanca 
residents.

Photo submitted

By Kellen M. Quigley

Managing Editor

LITTLE VALLEY — The 
HomeCare & Hospice Foundation 
presented its 24th annual Tree of Life 
memorial ceremony Monday at the 
Little Valley VFW.

Families and friends of loved ones 
who had passed away in the last year 
gathered to hang their personalized 
ornament of remembrance and paid 
tribute.

Centered around remembrance and 
healing, the Tree of Life ceremony is a 
way for people to commemorate loved 
ones who have died and provides 
an opportunity for those who have 
experienced loss to memorialize a 
family member or friend during the 
holiday season. 

Ink Young, director of 
organizational advancement for 
Hospice, opened the ceremony, 
thanking those in attendance who had 
a loved one pass away for coming.

“We know how hard it is during this 
season and holidays,” she said. 

Ashley LaBombard, agency 
relations coordinator, read the poem 
“Never Forgotten” by MS Moem, and 
Rev. Stan Scoville, M.Div., spiritual 
care coordinator, gave the invocation 
and benediction, as well as discussed 
the meaning behind this year’s special 
ornament: a sled.

“The practical use of sleds is 

ancient and widespread,” he said, 
tracing the history of sleds from 
Vikings to Native Americans to 
ancient Egypt, from hand-pulled to 
animal pulled.

“Today, riding a sled can remind 

us of the ride we took with our loved 
one,” Scoville continued. “We were 
privileged to help transport our 
loved one on his or her journey to 

Press photo by Kellen M. Quigley
On Dec. 2, local families and friends gathered at the Little Valley VFW to 
commemorate the lives of loved ones lost at the HomeCare & Hospice Tree of Life 
ceremony. As social worker Kaitlyn Wenke (left) reads the message of 
remembrance, Rev. Stan Scoville, M.Div. spiritual care coordinator for Hospice, 
lights the memorial wreath.

See Tree of Life, A5
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