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Seneca Allegany 
Casino now 

reopened to public

By Kellen M. Quigley

Managing Editor

SALAMANCA — 
Those patrons feeling 
lucky were ready to roll 
the morning of July 2 
as the Seneca Allegany 
Resort & Casino opened 
its doors to the public 
for the first time in three 
months.

A long line of guests 
began forming outside the 
Event Center doors near 
the casino’s east parking 
lot before 9:30 a.m. in 
anticipation of the opening. 
As patrons made their way 
down the hallway toward 
the gaming floor at 10 
o’clock, dozens of casino 
team members welcomed 
them back with thundering 

applause.
“We see this as an 

exciting time,” explained 
David Sheridan, interim 
CEO and CFO of Seneca 
Gaming. “Our patrons 
are very grateful to be 
welcomed back.”

Just in time for the 
holiday weekend, the 
casino reopened to the 
public at 10 a.m. July 2 
for limited hours. On July 
6, 24-hour operations 
resumed.

The Seneca Nation 
ordered the temporary 
suspension of all gaming 
operations on March 16 
as part of the widespread 
response to the novel 
coronavirus pandemic 

See Casino, A5

Press photo by Kellen M. Quigley
The Seneca Allegany Resort & Casino opened its doors to 
the public July 2 for the first time in three months, and 
dozens of guests were feeling lucky right away.

Seneca WWII veteran Bowen 

named to Veterans HoF
SALAMANCA — 

Jimersontown resident and Seneca 
Nation member Ralph Elliot 
Bowen, a sergeant in the U.S. 
Army Air Forces during World 
War II, has been selected for 
induction into the New York State 
Senate’s Veterans Hall of Fame. 

Bowen, the last surviving World 
War II veteran from the Seneca 
Nation’s Allegany Territory, was 
an aerial gunner who fought in the 
European Campaign and helped 
liberate France and Europe from 
Nazi occupation. 

“Just weeks after the bombing 
of Pearl Harbor, a young Ralph 
Bowen showed up at a U.S. Army 
recruiting office in Buffalo and 
enlisted,” said Sen. George M. 
Borrello in announcing the honor. 

“He didn’t know what 
dangers awaited him, he only 
knew America needed his help 
in combating the forces of 
tyranny and oppression that 
were threatening the liberty of 
people around the world,” the 
senator said of Bowen. “Trained 
as an aerial gunner, he and 
members of his squadron had the 
dangerous mission of targeting 
factories, refineries, oil fields and 
other high-value assets despite 
challenging weather conditions 
and vast geographic distances.”

The young airman would begin 
his overseas tour in Tunisia, North 
Africa as a gunner aboard a B-24 
Liberator heavy bomber. He was 
a member of the 15th Air Force’s 
450th Bombardment Group, 
723rd Bombardment Squadron, 
nicknamed “the Cottontails.” 

The unit would fly west across 
the Tyrrhenian Sea, Corsica, and 

Sardinia to targets in France, 
northward over the Alps to 
Austria and Germany, and 
eastward over the Adriatic to the 
Balkans, Carpathian Mountains 
and Greece. 

While flying combat missions 
in support of the invasion 
of Normandy and Operation 
Dragoon, the invasion of southern 
France, Bowen achieved the 
rank of sergeant. Approximately 
six months after Germany’s 
unconditional surrender, Bowen 
returned to the United States 
in November 1945 and was 
discharged at Fort Dix, N.J., 
concluding a tour of three years 
and 11 months. 

He earned aerial gunner wings, 
the Distinguished Unit Citation, 
Good Conduct Medal, European-
African- Middle Eastern 
Campaign Medal with four 
campaign or service stars, the 
World War II Victory Medal and 
the M-1 Rifle Marksman Badge. 

Following his military service, 
Bowen returned home to Western 
New York, making significant 
contributions to the Seneca 
Nation and community while 
working for the Erie Railroad as a 
union laborer and ironworker. 

In July 2019, he was presented 
with France’s highest award, the 
French Legion of Honor, for his 
role in liberating France from 
Nazi occupation. Bowen is the 
first Seneca and only the second 
Native American to receive the 
appointment of Knight in the 
Order of the Legion of Honor. 

Bowen, who turns 98 on Aug. 
8, is the oldest living member of 
the Seneca Nation. A member of 
the Snipe Clan, he was raised in 
the Coldspring community on the 
Allegany Seneca Territory and 
now lives in Jimersontown. 

His service to the Seneca 
Nation includes five terms as 
tribal councilor as well as tenures 
as peacemaker and Seneca Nation 
surrogate judge. He would also 
serve as Seneca Nation Marshal 
and pastor for the Red House 
Baptist Church. He is the father of 
Jacqueline, Rebecca and Dennis 
Bowen. 

The New York State Senate 
Veterans’ Hall of Fame was 
created in 2005 to honor those 

Photo submitted
Ralph Elliot Bowen, a Seneca Nation 
member, served in the U.S. Army Air 
Forces during World War II.

See Bowen, A5

Salamanca man running 
266 miles around Cattaraugus 

County for a cause
By Deb Everts

Press Reporter
 
ELLICOTTVILLE — 

Bradley Poole has been 
preparing for the run of his 
lifetime.

From July 5 to 11, the 
local fitness trainer will be 
running 266 miles across 
Cattaraugus County to 
raise funds for the Cystic 
Fibrosis Foundation, 
Western New York 
Chapter, and awareness 
about the disease.

Taking on a 266-mile 
trek will be an amazing 
feat for Poole because 
he was born with cystic 
fibrosis (CF), which 
is an inherited life-
threatening disorder that 
damages the lungs and 
digestive system. With 
the assistance of running 
coach Mark Wilson, of 
Cassadaga, Poole is facing 
his biggest challenge yet 
and has been preparing 
for the run since last 
September. 

The Salamanca resident 

said he plans to run 
through every town in the 
county to raise $100,000 
for CF research. He will 
run about 42 miles a day 
for the first six days, then 
14 miles on the last day. 
His trek will begin at 5 
a.m. each morning and 
end around noon or 1 p.m.

“I’m not running alone. 
I’ll have two or three 
runners with me every 
day,” he said. “I have a 

total of 15 runners that 
will rotate, in and out, just 
to make sure I’m safe out 
there.”

Poole’s journey 
will start and end in 
Ellicottville at the Wingate 
by Wyndham hotel. His 
run kicked off Sunday and 
will wrap up Saturday. 
On July 5, he headed for 
Franklinville, Machias, 

Photo submitted
Local fitness trainer Bradley Poole is in the middle of 
running 266 miles across Cattaraugus County to raise funds 
for the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation, Western New York 
Chapter. His trek takes place July 5-11.

See 266 Miles, A2

Welcoming back the 
Veggie Wheels program

By Amanda Grabowski

Lifestyles Editor

SALAMANCA — 
Residents of Hillview 
Manor in Salamanca were 
happy to learn that the 
“Veggie Wheels” program 
would return this summer.

As in past years, the 
Cattaraugus County Health 
Department is working in 
conjunction with Health 
Educator Athena Godet-
Calogeras and her husband, 
Jean Francois Godet-
Calogeras, to provide free, 
fresh, locally grown fruits 
and vegetables to low-
income families, disabled 
individuals and senior 
citizens.

This year, Veggie 
Wheels will take place 
every Tuesday at 1 p.m. 
throughout the summer 
for residents of Hillview 
Manor in the community 
room.

The produce will 
come from local growers 
including the Great Valley 
Berry Patch, Wilson’s 
Farm, Miller Farm and Tan 
Childs’ Blueberries.

In previous years, the 
produce was displayed 
outdoors in the Hillview 
Manor courtyard on nice 
days and looked very 
much like a farmers market 
where residents could pick 
and choose.

But due to restrictions 
brought about by the 
coronavirus, pre-packaged 
bags of produce will be 
distributed to residents 

one at a time. All waiting 
in line are asked to wear 
face covering and practice 
social distancing.

The aptly decorated 
produce bags distributed 
last week contained 
lettuces, radishes, garden 
peas and strawberries, 
all from the Great Valley 
Berry Patch.

Press photo by Amanda Grabowski
Jean Francois Godet-Calogeras (left) and Athena Godet-
Calogeras visited Hillview Manor last week as part of the 
summer Veggie Wheels program, distributing free local 
produce to residents.
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