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Prospect Elementary holds groundbreaking 
for capital project

‘Everything Old is New Again’ 
at The Gin Mill

By Kellen M. Quigley

Managing Editor

SALAMANCA — Prospect 
Elementary School hosted a 
groundbreaking ceremony 
June 5 in the former library of 
the school that will soon be 
renovated into a modern offi ce 
space.

This summer, the ongoing 
capital project will formally 
begin construction at the 
school, which also includes 
renovating the current offi ce 
space into a new library and 
renovating and updated the 
kitchen and cafeteria.

During the ceremony, 
students and staff alike had the 
opportunity to take part in the 
ground breaking by donning 
hard hats and safety glasses 
and taking a swing at one of 
the walls in the old library with 
hammers.

District Superintendent 
Robert Breidenstein said 
getting the ongoing project 
underway had been a long time 
coming.

“We experienced some trials 

and tribulations in the design 
process and voting procedures 
from way back many years ago, 
and we’re fi nally at the start 
of some amazing work that’s 
going to happen at Prospect,” 
he said.

Addressing the students, 
Breidenstein said this project 
reminded him of Dory, a fi sh 
from “Finding Nemo,” who 
says “just keep swimming,” 
which is what the district had to 
do in order to make the work at 
the elementary school a reality.

In about a week, construction 
is going to begin on a modern, 
secure entrance to the building, 
to make sure “you, your 
teachers and all the guests who 
come to Prospect are safe,” 
he said. “The front of your 
building is going to look very 
different very soon.”

What the teachers and 
students are arguably most 
excited for is air conditioning 
in every room.

“When the warm weather 
comes, you’re not melting and 
sweating. Won’t that be better?” 
Breidenstein asked the students. 

“I think it’ll be better for the 
adults, too.”

Janet Koch, city council 
representative for Ward 5, 
where Prospect Elementary is 
located, said the school district 
is doing amazing things for 
the community like the capital 
project, something the city 
doesn’t have the funds to do.

Koch said each building 
is seeing improvements and 
the kids at Prospect will be 
able to use all the upgrades as 
they grew up and move to the 
intermediate and high schools.

“It’s all for the kids. 
Everything is being for the 
kids,” she added. “We have a 
great community, and working 
together is one of the best, most 
awesome opportunities.”

Susan Labuhn, Cattaraugus 
County legislator for the 
Salamanca area, said she 
and David Koch, the other 
county legislator for the area, 
graduated from the school 
district 45 years ago and have 
seen all the changes that have 

Press photos by Kellen M. Quigley
The Salamanca City Central School District held a groundbreaking 
ceremony June 5 in the Prospect Elementary School library where 
students in Pre-K through third grade and Principal Gayle Pavone, among 
others, took a hammer to the wall, officially signalling the beginning of 
construction at the building.See Capital Project, A6

Salamanca city reps continue pushing 
for state road repair

By Kellen M. Quigley

Managing Editor

SALAMANCA — 
Sandra Magiera has been 
a resident and business 
owner in Salamanca for 
many years, and she never 
remembers the state roads 
in the city ever being this 
bad.

When she was fi rst 
elected to the Common 
Council about a decade 
ago, Magiera said she 
remembers talk of getting 
the state to fi x some of 
the roads in the city. Since 
then, the only road to see 
any major improvement is 
Wildwood Avenue.

Meanwhile, pothole-
littered Central Avenue 
and Clinton and Broad 
streets continue to be 

patched annually by the 
city only to have the 
potholes return each 
spring.

The council 
representative for Ward 
4, which Route 417 
passes through, said 
she was tired of waiting 
for the state to respond 
to requests to fi x their 
roads and decided to do 
something about it.

About two months ago, 
Magiera began circulating 
a petition around the city 
for any resident, worker 
or commuter who uses 
the state roads to sign, 
demanding the state DOT 
fi x them.

So far, about 750 
people have signed the 
petition, she said.

“I’m sorry for the 

people who want 
answers,” said Magiera. 
“I’m trying the best I can 
to get the answers. It’s 
taking time, but I haven’t 
given up on it.”

The plan to repave 
the state routes in the 
city, most notably 

Central Avenue, which 
carries Route 219, were 
originally scheduled for 
the summer of 2017. Each 
year, the plan has been 
pushed back with it now 
set for 2020.

In recent months, city, 
county and Seneca Nation 
representatives have made 
their opinions known on 
the state’s lack of fi xing 
the roads through various 
methods, but Magiera’s 
petition was the fi rst 
attempt to get the state’s 
attention at that time.

“I mailed three copies 
of the petitions,” she 
said. One went to the 
offi ce of Frank Cirillo, 
DOT Region 5 director; 
State Sen. Tim Kennedy 

Sandy Magiera
Ward 4 Alderwoman

See Road Repair, A6

 By Deb Everts

Press Reporter

ELLICOTTVILLE — Later this summer, the tradition 
will continue when The Gin Mill reopens at its new home 
on the corner of Monroe and Washington streets. The 
establishment’s summer motto is, “Everything Old is New 
Again. August is coming.”

The new Gin Mill building complex once housed the 
former DJ’s Restaurant, A Touch of Ellicottville and 
Bike and Bean, respectively located at 26, 28 and 30 
Washington St. 

Owners Ed and Maribeth Rick have been in the process 
of moving their business for four to fi ve years. Maribeth 
said they began by purchasing the buildings on the corner 
of Monroe and Washington streets, then completely 
renovating and furnishing the fi ve residential apartment 
units on the second fl oor.

She said the units are currently available for vacation 
rentals under the moniker of the “Brickstone Suites.”

“The plan for moving the bar to the new location has 
been ongoing for these years as well,” she said. “Ground 
was broken on the renovations on the main level in the 

Press photo by Deb Everts
The Gin Mill plans to open at its new home on the corner of 
Monroe and Washington streets later this summer. The new 
establishment will still have the old bars that are currently 
being refurbished, as well as much of the original Gin Mill 
décor including the taxidermy, quirky signs, old portraits and 
classic beer advertisements that its patrons love.See Gin Mill, A6

Heritage Day 
crafters

Photos by Amanda Grabowski
A 70-year-old, self-taught sculptor, David Farmhamh has 
only been carving for 10 years. He works in stone, bone and 
antler and comes from the Six Nations, Ohsweken, Ontario.
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