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SALAMANCA — 
Though the weather hasn’t 
been cooperating, spring 
is here in Western New 
York, and those at Seneca 
Intermediate School are 
hoping to bring some May 
fl owers to the community 
despite the April showers.

The Seneca STEAM 
Team is inviting local 
families to participate in 
their ‘Salamanca Blooms’ 
challenge, a social media 
crafts activity that’s 
creative fun for the whole 
family.

“This is a fun activity 
to do with the members 
of your household to rid 
boredom and join the 
community together during 
these unique times,” a 
release from the STEAM 
team said.

Families are asked to 
draw, color or paint a large, 
colorful fl ower of your 
choice. All you need is a 
blank, white piece of paper 
and some coloring utensils. 
Then, hang it up in any 
window in your home that 
can be seen from the street.

“This way, when you 
are driving through your 
town, or taking a walk 
outside, we can boost the 
community’s spirits and 
have a little fun looking 
at our neighbors’ art and 
fi nding some good news 
out of today’s craziness,” 
the STEAM team said.

Once your masterpiece 
is complete, take a 
picture and share it on the 
Salamanca City Central 
School District Facebook 
page with the hashtag 
#SalamancaBlooms, email 
it to your child’s teacher or 
submit it in Class Pages.

This project was inspired 

by the viral Going On a 
Bear Hunt challenge, and 
the Seneca STEAM team 
wanted to create their own 
version for the community.

“Let’s show our 
community spirit and 
support through fl ower 
making,” the team added.

Please post your fl owers 
on your windows by May 
1.

For more information 
or questions, email 
Annie Kostrzewski 
at akostrzewski@
salamancany.org.
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SALAMANCA — 
Salamanca City Central 
School District has 
announced Emma Fiske as 
valedictorian and Jordan 
Ray as salutatorian for the 
high school class of 2020.

VALEDICTORIAN 
Emma will graduate with a 
99.347 average. In addition 
to her regular high school 
classes, she has taken four 
college-level courses her 
senior year.

Emma has been involved 
in many extracurricular 
activities over the years. 
She serves as secretary 
for the Class of 2020, 
National Honor Society, 
Science Honor Society, 
and Business/Marketing 
Honor Society. She is the 
yearbook editor this year.

Emma has also been a 
member of the Math Honor 
Society, Salamanca Youth 
Bureau Advisory Board, 
Cattaraugus County Youth 
Bureau Advisory Board, 
DECA, concert band and 
Warrior Vision TV.

Athletically, she has 
participated in varsity 
soccer, bowling, softball 
and Unifi ed Sports. She 
recently earned All-
Western New York Scholar 
Athlete and fi rst team 
league honors in bowling. 
In soccer, she won the 
league sportsmanship 
award. She received league 
honorable mention in 

softball.
Emma’s many academic 

and school honors include: 
George Eastman Young 
Leaders Award from the 
University of Rochester, 
Andrea Morton Memorial 
Award, Daughters of the 
American Revolution 
Cattaraugus County 
Award, Empire Girls 
State Representative, 
Cattaraugus County Youth 
Citizenship Award, and 
Business/Marketing Honor 
Society Student of the 
Month.

Outside of school, 
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The Seneca Intermediate School STEAM Team is inviting the 
community to participate in its ‘Salamanca Blooms’ challenge, 
a social media crafts activity where families are asked to draw 
and color a flower and put it on display for all to see.

Salamanca Press building closed 
to public

SALAMANCA — 
The Salamanca Press 
and Cattaraugus County 
Pennysaver’s offi ces 
remain closed to the 
public until further notice 
for the safety of our 
employees.

The building at 36 
River St. was closed as 
a precaution Wednesday, 

April 15. At this time, 
no Press employees have 
shown symptoms of 
COVID-19.

While several 
employees have been 
primarily working from 
home, some staff will 
be in the offi ce during 
select hours, 8 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Monday through 

Wednesday.
The Salamanca Press 

phone number is (716) 
945-1644. If no one is 
available, please leave 
a message and someone 
will get back to you.

To reach the newsroom 
for obituaries, press 
releases or news 
announcements, email 

salamancapress@gmail.
com.

For advertising 
or classifi eds, email 
salpressads@gmail.com.

Emailed questions 
about circulation can 
be sent to nfi nnerty@
oleantimesherald.com.
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School invites all to participate in 
‘Salamanca Blooms’ challenge

Salamanca RNC keeps residents safe and happy 
during COVID-19

By Deb Everts

Press Reporter

SALAMANCA — Thanks to 
the loyal and caring staff at the 
Salamanca Rehabilitation and 
Nursing Center (RNC), residents 
are safe and well in spite of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Alicia Sipko, RN, who 
is Director of Nursing at 
Salamanca RNC, said the 
facility is following New York 
State Department of Health 
(NYSDOH) guidelines with 
respect to visitation. She said the 
Salamanca location proactively 
suspended visitation to all visitors 
in the beginning of March.

“We take the health and safety 
of our residents and staff with 
the highest regard,” she said. 
“All employees and residents are 
being screened at every 8-hour 
shift by taking their temperature, 
asking specifi c questions for risk, 
washing their hands and putting 

on a mask prior to entering the 
building.”

According to Sipko, the 
residents are monitored 
frequently by the RNs and 
physicians for medical concerns 
including any respiratory issues. 

They are following the guidelines 
as prescribed by the Centers for 
Medicare & Medicaid Services 
(CMS) and the NYSDOH. 
She said they currently have 
no positive cases within their 
facility.

“We continue to provide 24-
hour quality nursing care and 
supervision for our residents,” 
she said. “Our goal is to have 
residents feeling supported and 
satisfi ed during this diffi cult time. 
Our staff is wearing many hats to 
try to meet and exceed resident 
satisfaction.”   

The staff at the center have 
been bridging the gap between 
residents and their families by 
offering mail, email, telephonic, 
Skype and video services. The 
residents also enjoy sending 
messages to their families on 
Facebook.

Sipko said their loved ones will 
be seeing more special messages 
posted this week. She said this 
variety of social connection 
has afforded families a way to 
communicate that works best for 
them during this time.

Two residents commented 
about their daily life at the 
center. They don’t seem to mind 

the isolation set forth by the 
COVID-19 restrictions with a 
staff that keeps them busy and 
safe.

“I am happy here. I try to be 
a spark to others here. I sing to 
the staff and residents to keep 
them happy,” said Larry Ryan. 
“The Native Americans here are 
beautiful. The staff are all very 
hard workers.”

“I am really happy being 
here. I love talking to the older 
people. The nurses and aides are 
all excellent to me. Really, all of 
the staff are great,” said Craig 
Becker, president of Resident 
Council. “I tell my friends if 
they need a place, they should 
come here. Salamanca Rehab and 
Nursing Center is comfortable for 
us all.”

With no outside visitors 
allowed, the activities schedule 
has become more of a challenge 

Photo submitted
Staff at the Salamanca Rehabilitation and Nursing Center are committed 
to keeping the residents safe and happy, especially during these 
uncertain times of the COVID-19 pandemic. Activities aide Lisa McClory 
(left) and resident Heather Rozler are shown enjoying a bunny.
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