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Donation to Great Valley secures 
basketball court project funding

Soon it will be… 

Silver Bells in the City of Salamanca

Jury acquits 
Salamanca man in 

Ellicottville 
shooting

By Jim Eckstrom

Special to the Press

LITTLE VALLEY 
— A 26-year-old 
Salamanca man who 
insisted he defended 
himself in a December 
shooting incident 
in Ellicottville was 
acquitted Nov. 4 of 
felony assault by a 
Cattaraugus County 
Court jury.

The jury in the three-
day trial deliberated 
for 45 minutes before 
finding Damien Marvin 
not guilty in the case, 
which stemmed from 
a bar altercation that 
escalated out in the 
street the night of Dec. 
1. Brandon Janesz, 41 at 
the time of the incident, 
was critically wounded 
in the abdomen after 
he and his brother, 
according to testimony, 
pursued Marvin outside 
the Villagio bar and 
restaurant on Monroe 
Street.

Marvin’s attorney, 
First Assistant Public 
Defender Benjamin 
Smith, argued that the 
defendant feared for 
his life when the Janesz 
brothers continued the 
fight down the street 
from Villaggio.

“I’m appreciative 
of the jurors taking a 
hard look at all of the 
evidence presented in 
reaching the proper 
conclusion that the 
government had 
not disproven Mr. 
Marvin’s self-defense 
claim,” Smith said in a 
statement. “While there 
are no winners in a case 
like this, Mr. Marvin 
is thankful for jurors 
fulfilling their civic 
duty. (He) is happy to 
move on with his life 
and focus his attention 
on his fiancee and their 
three children.”

District Attorney 
Lori Pettit Rieman said 

Photo provided
Damien M. Marvin (right) was acquitted by a Cattaraugus 
County Court jury of felony assault in a Dec. 1 shooting 
incident in Ellicottville. He was defended by First Assistant 
Public Defender Benjamin Smith (left).

See Jury Acquits, A4

Flagpole, monument dedicated 
at Little Valley library open house

By Deb Everts

Press Reporter

LITTLE VALLEY — 
After last July’s devastating 
fl ood, the Memorial Library 
of Little Valley is up and 
running again.

To celebrate the 
reopening, a dedication 
ceremony and open house 
was held at the library on 
Veterans Day, Nov. 11. The 
public was welcomed in to 
see the newly remodeled 
library, located at 110 Rock 
City St., and enjoy some 
refreshments.

The ceremony was 
conducted by the Little 
Valley AMVETS Post 
8735 who dedicated 
the new fl agpole and 
monument installed near 
the new parking lot. Library 
Director Linda McCubbin 
said the AMVETS had 

Press photo by Deb Everts
An open house and dedication of a new flagpole and memorial was held at the Memorial 
Library of Little Valley on Veterans Day. Several members of the board of directors and 
volunteers were in attendance. (Front, from left): Barb Skiver, volunteer; Ann Martin, volunteer 
and member of local Friends of the Library; Julie Stacey, president of local Friends of the 
Library; Jeanne Matteson, library clerk; Jan Dekoff, executive director Chautauqua 
Cattaraugus Library System; Debra Eysaman, treasurer. (Back, from left): Lynne Hopkins, 
trustee; Cheryl Ayers, trustee; Linda McCubbin, library director; John Rembold, vice president 
Little Valley Library. See Open House, A5

By Kellen M. Quigley

Managing Editor

SALAMANCA — As the fall winds 
sweep away the falling leaves and before 
you sleep off your turkey dinner, if you 
listen closely, you can almost hear the 
ringing of bells. Wait, Bells? 

Christmastime in Salamanca is 
synonymous with the name Ray Evans 
and the Salamanca native’s award-winning 
Christmas song “Silver Bells.”

The annual tradition of celebrating 
the holidays in the city continues with 
Evans and his song in mind as the Seneca 
Salamanca Chamber of Commerce 
prepares for the Silver Bells in the City 
Festival.

Soon in the air, there will be a feeling of 
Christmas as the strings of street lights — 
even stoplights — will blink red and green. 
The theme of the festival is a reminder of 
Evans’ legacy.

The Ray and Wyn Evans Foundation, 
the Seneca Salamanca Chamber and 
its members are busily planning and 
organizing their holiday events to help you 
ring in the holiday season.

“Each year it gets bigger and bigger, 
even to the point where this year we’re 
starting off even earlier,” said John 
Sheehan, chamber director. “We defi nitely 
bring in tourists from all over to visit the 
events that will take place.”

Festivities begin earlier than ever this 
year with the Jingle Paws Craft Show 
at the Allegany Community Center in 
Jimersontown from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Get 
your holiday shopping done locally with a 
massive variety of crafters and unique local 
vendors.

The event will also have food, 50/50s, 
drawings and a huge Chinese Auction. 
This event is in support of Empire Animal 
Rescue Society (EARS) Inc. 

Once December hits, Swan Street 

Salamanca Press file photo
A young girl visits with Santa and one of his reindeer in front of the Salamanca Area 
Historical Society Museum during last year’s Silver Bells in the City. This year’s festival 
includes 14 events from Nov. 16 to Dec. 21.See Sliver Bells, A5

By Kellen M. Quigley

Managing Editor

GREAT VALLEY — Plans for a 
multi-use basketball court at the Great 

Valley Town Hall are one step closer to 
a reality thanks to support from a local 
family.

At the Monday meeting of the Great 
Valley Town Board, the local Eddy 

family was recognized for their recent 
donation of $25,000 to the town for a 
2020 project to build a multi-use court 
at the end of the town’s highway barn.

Marlene Eddy, her son Lynn Eddy 
and her daughter Marilyn Eddy 
Siperek were in attendance to present a 
ceremonial check to the town board.

“I make a motion that we hold 
this meeting in their honor for what 
they’re doing with our town with this 
donation,” said Town Supervisor Dan 
Brown in the meeting.

The town board also passed a 
resolution securing the donated funds 
only for use in building the court.

“If something happens to one of 
us or me or whoever, I don’t want 
anybody using that money for anything 
but that purpose,” Brown said.

In the coming months, the town plan 
to form a committee to help plan for 

See Great Valley, A5

Press photo by Kellen M. Quigley
The local Eddy family was recognized by the Great Valley Town Board at its 
Monday meeting for a recent donation to the town for a multi-use basketball 
court at the town hall.
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