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Swenson sworn in as Salamanca 
City Court Judge

Press photo by Kellen M. Quigley
Matt Swenson (center left) is sworn in as Salamanca City Court Judge by Judge Ron Ploetz (far right) on Jan. 1 in the city 
courtroom at the Salamanca Municipal Building. Joining Swenson are his wife, Erin (left), and his mom, LaVaughn, holding the 
Bible. In addition to Swenson’s family and friends, dozens of Salamanca community members and other local officials also 
gathered in the courtroom for the short ceremony.

Salamanca’s Koch is 
lone Democrat on 
County Legislature

Press photo by Rick Miller
Cattaraugus County legislator David Koch, of Salamanca, is 
the only Democrat on the 17-member County Legislature 
that reorganized Wednesday.

By Rick Miller

County Reporter

LITTLE VALLEY — David Koch is the sole 
survivor. 

The Cattaraugus County legislator from 
Salamanca is the only Democrat to survive the 
Republican landslide in November. 

When county lawmakers reorganized for 2020 
on Wednesday, Koch was the only Democrat on 
the 17-member County Legislature. 

The two-term Democrat will be minority 
leader, although he won’t preside over any 
fellow Democrats. He’ll probably serve on every 

See Koch, A5

Salamanca couple have 
first OGH baby of 2020

By Deb Everts

Press Reporter
 
OLEAN — A 

Salamanca couple can 
proudly say their son 
was the first baby born 
in the new decade at 
Olean General Hospital.

Simon Parker Zeth 
entered the world at 
12:42 a.m., Jan. 1, 
weighing 6 pounds, 11 
ounces and measuring 
19 inches long. 

His parents, Stephenie 

Smith and Alvin Zeth, 
thought they had 
another three weeks to 
prepare for their baby’s 
birth, so delivering the 
first New Year’s Baby 
of 2020 was something 
that had not entered 
their minds.

Smith said she didn’t 
plan to have her baby on 
Jan. 1 — it just turned 
out that way.

She said Simon’s 
due date was Jan. 21 
and, just in case, his 

bag was packed, but 
her bag was not ready 
at all. She ended up 
going to the hospital 
early because she had 
a condition called 
preeclampsia, which is a 
pregnancy complication 
characterized by high 
blood pressure. 

Because of this 
condition that was 
causing her to have 
elevated blood pressure 

Photo submitted
Parents Stephenie Smith and Alvin Zeth of Salamanca hold their newborn son, Simon 
Parker Zeth, who was the first baby born in Olean General Hospital in 2020.

See OGH Baby, A5

Salamanca boy cares for 
mom during medical 

emergency

By Kellen M. Quigley

Managing Editor

SALAMANCA — A mother and 
son relationship is a special one, but 
sometimes it can also be a lifesaving 
one.

About a week before this Christmas, 
nine-year-old Jayden Barton, of 
Salamanca, knew exactly what to do 
when his mom’s health was in trouble.

As Cierra Desbian’s blood sugar 
level got dangerously low one night, 
Jayden was there to help her through 

what could have been a life-threatening 
emergency.

Desbian, who has diabetes and 
kidney failure, said she takes fi ve shots 
of insulin a day. But after taking her 
nighttime medicine one evening, her 
blood sugar started going low while 
both of them were asleep and it was 
going fast.

“I woke him up and he got right up,” 
she said. “He immediately knew what 
to do.”

Desbian said she and Jayden, a third 

Press photo by Kellen M. Quigley
Nine-year-old Jayden Barton (right) is certainly a hero in the eyes of his mom, Cierra 
Desbian, after taking care of her during a recent medical emergency the week before 
Christmas

See Salamanca Boy, A5
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