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Golfers return to 
area clubs, but 

keep their distance

By Sam Wilson

Sports Editor

With some restrictions, 
golf is back in New York 
state and Pennsylvania.

But while area golf pros 
and other course offi cials 
noticed their members 
following the social 
distancing guidelines now 
in place, not all players 
have felt comfortable 
returning to the links just 
yet.

Club facilities including 
clubhouses, pro shops and 
restrooms are all closed, 
as golf remains a “non-
essential” business in New 
York, but clubs can still 
employ small security and 
groundskeeping crews to 
allow golfers to walk the 
courses.

Cattaraugus County has 
maintained that courses 

can’t rent motorized 
golf carts, though other 
counties have interpreted 
state orders differently. 
Other measures include 
removing hole pins 
and fi lling holes with 
styrofoam to eliminate 
touch points.

Holiday Valley’s Double 
Black Diamond Golf 
Course in Ellicottville 
opened its front nine on 
April 24 and the back nine 
a week later. Head pro 
Steve Carney said Holiday 
Valley keeps two security 
employees and check-in 
can happen electronically, 
over the phone or on a 
posted sign-up sheet.

“Our front nine is fl at, so 
we have a lot of walkers go 
there and our back nine is 
hilly so we don’t have a lot 

Photo courtesy Holiday Valley
Holiday Valley’s Double Black Diamond Golf Course in 
Ellicottville opened its front nine on April 24 and the back 
nine a week later. Safety measures include removing hole 
pins and filling holes with styrofoam to eliminate touch 
points.

See Golfers, A5

Elderly woman rescued from May 6 house fire
By Kellen M. Quigley

Managing Editor

SALAMANCA — 
An elderly woman is 
recovering after being 
rescued from a house fi re 
May 6 in Salamanca.

Salamanca Fire 
Department crews 
responded to the fi re at 167 
Lincoln Ave. in the city 
at 9:34 p.m. after a report 
of a person trapped inside 
at 9:30, Fire Chief Nick 
Bocharski reported.

Upon arrival, crews 
found a heavy amount of 
smoke emitting from the 
structure, the chief said. 

“A quick aggressive 
search of the second fl oor 
revealed an unconscious 
elderly female,” he said.

Crews rescued the 
woman using a ground 
ladder, Bocharski said. 
She was transported to 
Olean General Hospital by 
Seneca Area Emergency 
Medical Services.

“Rescuing someone out 

of a second-story window 
is tough,” the chief said. 
Once the fi refi ghters 
were inside, he said they 
dragged the woman to the 
window, lifted her up and 
handed her out.

“That’s when all the 
police and fi remen helped 
lower her down on the 
ladder,” he said. “It takes a 
lot of manpower and a lot 
of muscle.”

The name of the woman 
was not disclosed.

On the City of 
Salamanca Fire 
Department’s Facebook 
page, a family member 
said the woman had been 
in a metabolic chamber 
and, as of Monday, was 
breathing on her own but is 
still intubated.

“Quick action saved our 
mom,” the family member 
wrote. “We are forever 
grateful to all of you.”

A fi refi ghter also 
suffered a minor injury, the 
chief said.

The property is a duplex 

owned by Wenona Scott, 
Bocharski said. He said 
there are two residents 
with one living in each 
half.

Total damage to the 
property and its contents is 
estimated at $30,000, the 
chief said.

The Salamanca Fire 
Department investigators 
determined the fi re’s 
cause was accidental due 
to an unattended candle, 
Bocharski said. The fi re 
had started in the kitchen.

Salamanca crews were 
supported on the scene by 
Kill Buck Fire Department, 
AIRVFD, Seneca EMS, 
Cattaraugus County 
District Coordinator #3, 
Seneca Nation Marshals 
and the Cattaraugus 
County Sheriff’s 
Department, the chief said.

The scene was cleared at 
11:29 p.m.

(Contact managing 
editor Kellen Quigley at 
kquigleysp@gmail.com.)

Photos courtesy Daniel 
Gonska, Realtime Photography
An elderly Salamanca 
woman is recovering after 
being rescued from a house 
fire May 6. Firefighters 
reported she was 
unconscious in a second-
story room and had to be 
evacuated through a 
window.

Salamanca Press customer service 
counter to reopen Monday

SALAMANCA — After several 
weeks of being closed to the public 
because of the coronavirus pandemic, 
the customer service counter at The 
Salamanca Press on River Street will be 
open 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., Monday through 
Wednesday, beginning May 18.

All measures of social distancing 
must be observed. Anyone wishing to 
approach the customer service counter 
is required to wear a face mask.

Subscribers and advertisers will 
also continue to be served 8:30 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. weekdays by calling 372-

3121 or via email. For advertising, 
email j.mong@bradfordera.com. 
For circulation, email nfi nnerty@
oleantimesherald.com.

To contact the Press newsroom, 
call 945-1644 ext. 302 or email 
salamancapress@gmail.com.

Refueling in the sky
Daughter of local man fuels up Air Force 

planes in flight 
By Deb Everts

Press Reporter
 
NIAGARA FALLS — 

Serving her country in the 
United States Air Force 
Reserve Command (AFRC) 
is a choice Staff Sergeant 
(SSgt.) Danielle Bigaj has 
never regretted. Being a 
Citizen Airman of the 914th 
Air Refueling Wing at 
Niagara Falls Air Reserve 
Station has opened up an 
exciting military career for 
her.

SSgt. Bigaj, who is 
attached to the 328th Air 
Refueling Squadron (ARS) 
within the 914th has recently 
completed six months of 
extensive and challenging 
training to become an 
infl ight refueling specialist, 
called a “boom operator.”

From October 2019 to 
April 27, she has trained at 
Lackland Air Force Base in 
Texas learning the basics of 
tanker aircraft; Fairchild Air 
Force Base in Washington 
for Survival, Evasion, 
Resistance and Escape 
(SERE) training; and Altus 
Air Force Base in Oklahoma 
where the path begins for all 

KC-135 boom operators.
As she serves her country, 

the 32-year-old is setting 
a good example for other 
young people. Her proud 
father, Gary Hydock of 
Salamanca, said his daughter 
has an appetite to pursue 
and be challenged, which is 
evident in her new position 
refueling planes in fl ight. He 
said any expectations he had 
for his daughter have been 
far exceeded.

To become profi cient in 

operating in a boom pod, 
Bigaj spent two months 
practicing in an infl ight 
training simulator. Her fi nal 
step was to take everything 
she had learned and perform 
in an actual refueling 
aircraft. 

“Then you do a ‘check 
ride’ which is your fi nal 
blessing from your 
instructor,” she said. 
“They pin a patch on you, 
give you your coin and 
congratulations. Then you’re 

off to the ‘wild blue yonder’ 
to continue being a boom.”

Bigaj has returned to her 
duty station in Niagara Falls 
where she’s been fl ying high 
in a KC-135 tanker aircraft 
refueling other military 
planes for about two months.

“The KC-135 tanker is 
a mid-air refueling aircraft 
with a hydraulically-
powered, telescoping ‘fl ying 

Photo submitted
This photo shows a view from the pod located in the rear of 
the plane under the telescoping boom. While in mid-air, 
SSgt. Bigaj maneuvers the refueling boom into the fuel 
receptacle of another aircraft.

See Air Force, A5

SSgt. Danielle Bigaj
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