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SALAMANCA — The Salamanca 
Common Council and mayor were 
sworn in for the 2023-24 term Sunday 
morning in a ceremony at the city 
municipal building courtroom.

Although this marks a new term for 
the mayor and five council representa-
tives, only one of them will be a new-
comer to city politics.

Running unopposed in November, 
Michael Reed was sworn in for his first 
term as the alderman for Ward 4, with 
his wife, Norma Reed, holding the Bible 
as he was sworn in by City Judge 
Mathew Swenson.

A lifelong Salamanca resident, Reed 
previously owned a sporting goods store 
and co-owned Central Lanes in the city. 
He recently retired from the Seneca 
Allegany Casino.

Sandra Magiera, Salamanca’s 28th 
mayor, was sworn in for her second term 

after running unopposed in November. 
Magiera previously served on the coun-
cil as the Ward 4 alderwoman for three 
terms. Magiera was joined by her hus-
band, Dan, by her side.

“Hopefully we all have a good two 
years together and work well together,” 
the mayor said before she and the coun-
cil took their oaths. “I’d like to get start-
ed and hopefully get some new projects 
done.”

Following the mayor, each alderman 
recited their oaths in order of their ward 
and joined by family members and 
friends. 

Beginning her second term, Kylee 
Johnson (Ward 2) was joined by her hus-
band, Robert. Also re-elected for a sec-
ond term, Barry Smith (Ward 3) took his 

By Deb Everts

Press Reporter

SALAMANCA — Every 
year at Christmastime, children 
all over the country write a let-
ter to Santa in hopes that he 
will bring them the gifts on 
their wish list. They ask for 
many items ranging from toys 
and games to bikes and the lat-
est technology gadgets. Few ask 
for something simple, but Violet 
Marrietta did.

Violet and her second grade 
classmates at Prospect 
Elementary School each wrote a 
letter to Santa and their teacher, 
Jennifer Smith, submitted them 
for publication in the 
Cattaraugus County Community 
Source. In her letter, Violet 
asked for only a piano.  

Santa got Violet’s message 
all the way from the North Pole. 
Because the jolly old elf has so 
many requests to fill, he works 
through others in many ways. 

Maybe he led Pastor Ken Doyle 
to read the Community Source 
that day when the Santa letters 
were published. 

Pastor Doyle said he was 
struck by Violet’s letter, in par-
ticular, and wanted to meet her. 

“She wrote a neat little letter. 
I looked at all the other ones 
and most of the young people 
wanted iPhones or some other 
kind of electronic thing, but this 
little girl said she would really 
like to have a piano,” he said. “I 
had one that I was thinking 

 By Rick Miller

County Reporter

SOUTH DAYTON — 
Congressman-elect Nicholas 
Langworthy returned to his 
roots Dec. 28 and held a cere-
monial swearing-in ceremony 
before family and old and new 
friends at his alma mater Pine 
Valley Central School.

“It’s great to be back at Pine 
Valley,” Langworthy exclaimed 
as he began introducing his 
family members.

More than 200 supporters 
including his parents, Ted and 
Priscilla, watched as 
Langworthy was sworn in by 
Chautauqua County Judge 
David Foley as his 8-year-old 
daughter Madelyn held a Bible 
on the stage of the high school 
auditorium.

Langworthy said that his 

wife remained at home with 
their infant son Oliver 
Theodore, the current “rock 
star” of the family, who was 
born just before the midterm 
election.

Langworthy, who still holds 
the title of New York State 
Republican chairman, was for-
mally sworn in as the 23rd 
District representative at noon 
on Jan. 3, along with the rest of 
the 435 House members in the 
118th Congress.

Langworthy’s first remarks 
to those gathered in the audito-
rium were for those who had 
suffered from the snowstorm in 
Erie County and those who lost 
their lives. “We send our 
thoughts and prayers to those 
affected by the storm,” he said.

He thanked speakers includ-
ing Assemblymen Joseph 
Giglio, R-Gowanda and Andrew 

Goodell, R-Chautauqua County. 
Giglio reminded the audience 
that South Dayton, 
Langworthy’s hometown, was 
in Cattaraugus County, even if 
the Pine Valley school was not.

Langworthy admitted to “a 
flood of memories” as he 
entered the auditorium. The 
gravity of the situation was not 
lost on him, Langworthy said.

He thanked Pine Valley 
Superintendent Bryna Moritz 
for her welcoming remarks, as 
well as Master of ceremonies 
Chautauqua County Executive 
PJ Wendel and Seneca Nation 
Councilor Odie Porter, who 
congratulated Langworthy on 
behalf of Seneca Nation 
President Rickey Armstrong 
and the Tribal Council.

Langworthy said Giglio and 

Mayor, Common Council sworn in

Letter to Santa makes Violet’s wish come true

Rep.-elect Langworthy visits alma mater

Press photo  by Deb Everts
Violet Marrietta (seated) got her 
Christmas wish last week when 
she was surprised with a piano. 
Her letter to Santa was read by 
Pastor Ken Doyle (back, left), who 
gifted her his piano that was no 
longer being played. Also 
pictured are Violet’s brother, Ivan, 
and their parents, Dennis and 
Crystal Marrietta.

See Wish, A5

Press photo  by Kellen M. Quigley
Salamanca Mayor Sandra Magiera (left) 
takes her oath of office. At her side holding 
the Bible is her husband, Dan.

See Sworn In, A5

Press photo  by Rick Miller
Congressman-elect Nicholas Langworthy speaks after a ceremonial 
swearing-in ceremony Dec. 28 at his alma mater Pine Valley Central 
School in South Dayton. See Langworthy, A5
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