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Restoration work resumes at historic Red House sawmill

Championship Demolition 

Derby thrills fans

Yellow brick church continues service 
as the Riverside Chapel

Reed calls for state, 
Senecas to put 
aside ‘petty’ 

politics

Press photo by Deb Everts
The events of the 2019 Cattaraugus County Fair concluded with the Championship Demolition Derby and fireworks on Aug. 
4. The grandstand was packed with enthusiastic fans who cheered their favorite derby competitor on. Shown are cars 
crashing in the Pro Stock Full Size class event.

By Rick Miller

County Reporter

IRVING — U.S. Rep. 
Tom Reed on Aug. 1 called 
on Gov. Andrew Cuomo and 
the Seneca Nation of Indians 
to put aside politics and fi x 
deteriorating roads on the 
Cattaraugus and Allegany 
territories. 

Reed held a press 
conference with 
Assemblyman Joseph Giglio 
and Chautauqua County 
Executive George Borrello 
on Milestrip Road over the 
thruway, which is lined with 
‘Rough Road’ 

signs as it passes through 
the Cattaraugus Territory. It 
has been that way for years. 

Reed said he went in both 
directions on the thruway. 
“As you enter the Seneca 
Nation Territory, the road 
is well-paved and well-
maintained.” As soon as 
you cross the boundary the 
roadway is “deplorable,” he 
added. “This road needs to 

be fi xed.” 
The Corning Republican 

said, “I don’t think it is a 
coincidence that the road 
goes from good condition to 
poor” just like that. 

“Set aside this petty 
political bickering,” Reed 
said, and prioritize motorists’ 
safety. 

Reed’s “prior written 
notice” has been fi led with 
the state Department of 
Transportation. That, he said, 
puts the state on notice of 
the thruway’s poor condition 
and limits the state’s defense 
in the event of a catastrophic 
accident.

Reed noted the gaming 
issue that currently separates 
the New York state and 
the Seneca Nation with 
the Nation claiming their 
compact made no mention 
of continuing the revenue 
sharing payments. An 
arbitration panel decided in 
favor of the state and said 

See Reed, A6

Press photo by Rick Miller
U.S. Rep. Tom Reed (right), called for New York state and the 
Seneca Nation to end their petty politics and for the state to 
repair roads on Seneca Territories including the thruway in 
the background. Also attending the press conference in 
Irving were Assemblyman Joseph Giglio (left) and 
Chautauqua County Executive George Borrello.

By Deb Everts

Press Reporter

RED HOUSE — Restoration of the 
historic Red House sawmill has resumed.

In cooperation with park management, 
the Friends of Allegany State Park 
(FOASP) and other volunteers took on the 
task of gutting the old mill on Aug. 3.

Approximately 43 volunteers pitched 
in to tear out the wood wallboards and 
fl oorboards that had been badly damaged 
by porcupines over the years.

Paul Crawford, FOASP president, 
said the job was fi nished in about two-
and-a-half hours. He said it was a very 
good turnout and John Marino of J-Conn 
Concessions personally delivered eight 
pizzas and enough beverages to feed the 
hungry crew. 

According to Crawford, the prickly 
rodents were trying to get salt out of the 
lumber. He said they’d eaten everything, 
chewing up fl oorboards, wallboards and 
even climbing the walls to chew other 
areas. He said probably over two-thirds of 
the boards had to be removed. 

“You would not believe the damage,” 
he said. “The porcupines chewed holes 
through the boards all throughout the mill, 
and every room has extensive damage 
from them.”

Crawford said FOASP has ordered new 
wood from Kurtz Lumber in Randolph 
that will be cut, kiln-dried and ready for 
pick up in September or October. He said 

they currently have enough lumber to 
replace the fl oorboards and that will be a 
good start. 

“Kurtz Lumber will be milling 
historically authentic lumber, 
reproductions if you will, of the wood we 
are stripping out of the old sawmill,” he 
said. “It’s tongue and groove larch that 
was recommended by a park carpenter.”

After years of porcupines, raccoons, 
bats and other vermin inhabiting the 
building, the excrement made it unsafe for 

anyone to go inside. Crawford said before 
park employees and volunteers were 
allowed in the mill, New-Sense Wildlife 
Management of Franklinville was called 
in to remediate the years of excrement.

Once the excrement was removed 
and the building was sanitized, park 
employees began making interior and 
structural repairs. Crawford said they 
replaced rotting structural members on 
the front loading dock and in the back of 
the building due to leaks in the roof, then 

patched the roof.
He said they removed the organic debris 

at the bottom of the cement fl oat pond and 
will shore up the original walls. They also 
wired the building upstairs and downstairs 
for future interactive kiosks. 

The goal is for the historic sawmill to 
be repaired, so it can offer interpretive 
tours to the public. The mill is hoped to 
be a future destination for visitors to learn 
about its history and how lumber was 
processed long ago at the park.

Located off ASP Route 1, the sawmill 
began operations in 1947, replacing 
the previous park mill once located on 
Stoddard Creek. The mill was shuttered in 
1997 and sat untouched until 2016. 

According to park staff, the Red House 
sawmill is one of the very few steam-
powered sawmills that are still relatively 
intact. It included a cement-lined log pond 
heated by a steam engine that allowed logs 
to be cleaned before processing during the 
cold winter months.

In past years, the mill was originally 
operated on a limited basis to help fi ll 
some of the in-house needs for lumber to 
repair and maintain the many buildings 
and structures in the Allegany Region, 
especially with Allegany State Park being 
the largest state park in New York. 

Crawford said he’s done four years of 
extensive research and has been in the 
process of interviewing and videotaping 

Press photo by Deb Everts
About 43 volunteers, including members of the Friends of Allegany State Park group, were 
willing to take on the task of gutting the old sawmill and removing the damaged lumber to 
make way for the installation of new lumber on the interior floors and walls. The crew posed 
for a photo before they began gutting the building.

See Red House, A6

By Kellen M. Quigley

Managing Editor

SALAMANCA — The former 
United Congregational Methodist 
Church on Broad Street may have a 
new name, but the building and the 
people inside it are still familiar to 
many.

After about a two-year process, the 
Riverside Chapel, now an independent 
non-denominational church, is the 
offi cial name for what many in the 
Salamanca area know as the “yellow 
brick church” at 134 Broad St.

Jodi Scanlon, chair of the church 
board, said they felt it was time to 
go independent for several reasons, 
including feeling it would be better 
fi nancially.

Part of the process included seven 
individual members of the church fi ling 
paperwork to an attorney to form the 
new church, Scanlon explained. She 
said they had to submit bylaws and 
list what the new church’s beliefs are 
before it became offi cial.

“It has to go to an attorney and it has 

to go to a judge before you can be a 
church,” she said. “It took quite a long 
time for the process to go through.” The 
new name change had been fi nalized 
only a couple months ago.

Along with its new status as an 

independent church, the Riverside 
Chapel is led by its newest Pastor 
Clyde Eli Hall IV, known affectionately 
to his fl ock as Pastor Buck.

Press photo by Kellen M. Quigley
Members of the Riverside Chapel board of directors and Pastor “Buck” Hall 
(kneeling, center left) gather around the church’s new sign on Broad Street after 
recently changing its name.

See Riverside, A6
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