
By Kellen M. Quigley

Managing Editor

SALAMANCA — Those 
interested in the future of 
Salamanca’s Main Street 
and the possibility of 
activity on the Allegheny 
River gathered Saturday 
at the Ray Evans Seneca 
Theater for a community 
forum, hosted by students 
and a professor from 
Cornell University.

A class of about a dozen 
led by George R. Frantz 
of Cornell’s College of 
Architecture, Art, and 
Planning presented to 
a group of community 
leaders and local residents 
their fi ndings so far for a 
project analyzing Main 
Street and the Allegheny 
River in Salamanca, and the 
potential of improving their 
uses in the years to come.

“This is our fi rst visit. 
We’ve been walking around 
during the morning and 
taking stock and inventory 
of the Main Street, as well 
as other areas of the city, to 
familiarize ourselves with 
it,” Frantz said.

The class’s goal for the 
forum was not only to 
tell the community what 
they’ve learned so far, but to 
ask what they have missed 
and some things that might 
be important that they 

should look into in more 
detail, Frantz explained.

“We’re here to get your 
knowledge and wisdom to 
help us go back to Cornell 
and come up with a good 
plan for the downtown, for 
Main Street, for Salamanca 
and for the Allegany 
Territory,” he said.

Before opening up for 
questions and answers 
from the community, 
students in the Land Use/
Environmental Planning 
Field Workshop class 
presented on two aspects of 
Salamanca, the Main Street 

area and the Allegheny 
River, discussing both their 
histories and characteristics 
in the city that the students 
have learned or observed.

Following the 
presentation, members of 
the audience were asked 
to share their thoughts 
and ideas and share any 
information they thought 
would be relevant to the 
project going forward.

Sandi Brundage, youth 
bureau director and grant 
writer for the city, said 
she would like to see 
more biking and walking 

around the Main Street 
area, noting the possibility 
of a trail from Main Street 
to Crowley Park that the 
class had mentioned in their 
presentation.

“The question comes up 
about the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers and that dike 
and whether or not they 
would allow us to do that,” 
she said.

City Clerk Tracy 
Chamberlain echoed 
Brundage’s thoughts on the 
trail. She also mentioned the 
need for more parking on 
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Randolph teacher 
named new Seneca 

Intermediate 
School principal

By Kellen M. Quigley

Managing Editor

SALAMANCA — 
There’s going to be a new 
face in the halls of Seneca 
Intermediate School leading 
the fourth through seventh 
grade classes this spring and 
in the years to come.

At its March 3 meeting, 
the Salamanca School Board 
of Education approved 
Nikki Beaver as the new 
principal, effective April 6, 
but she won’t be taking over 
the new position alone.

“We have a really nice 
opportunity to onboard and 
get Nikki assimilated into 
the Seneca Intermediate 
culture over a lengthy 
period of time,” said Dr. 
Mark Beehler, assistant 
superintendent for academic 
services, on Monday.

Under many 
circumstances, Beehler 
said a principal may have 
two weeks to a month to 
work with the current leader 
and transition into place, 
but interim principal Pete 
Morgante will be staying in 
that role through the end of 
the school year, June 30.

“We have the ability now 
to take three full months 

for her to get to know the 
parents, the students and 
the staff members without 
having to be concerned 
about the day-to-day 
operation of the building,” 
he explained. “We believe 
that will lead to a much 
more successful transition.”

“I’m really, really excited 
for this opportunity and 
I appreciate it so much,” 
Beaver said at the school 
board meeting. “I’m looking 
forward to it.”

Posting for the principal 
position went out in 
December 2019, Beehler 
said, with the hiring 
committee receiving 21 
applications.

“Overall we were very 
happy with the interview 

Nikki Beaver

See Board Meeting, A5

Ellicottville’s first 
bicentennial event to 

kick-off at Winter Carnival
By Deb Everts

Press Reporter

ELLICOTTVILLE — 
The offi cial kick-off of 
the Town of Ellicottville 
Bicentennial celebration will 
take place March 14 and 15 
during the Mardi Gras event 
in the village and Holiday 
Valley’s Winter Carnival.

The annual two-day 
event will include the fi rst 
bicentennial event of the 
year starting with the annual 
Mardi Gras Parade in the 
village on Saturday evening. 
With “Bicentennial” the 
theme, the parade will 
feature fl oats and marching 
units. Parade participants 
should start lining up by 
Katy’s Café on Washington 
Street and be ready by 6 p.m. 
because the parade offi cially 
begins at 6:30 p.m. Marchers 
are encouraged to dress in 
period costume. 

More bicentennial events 
will take place upstairs at 
Holiday Valley’s main lodge. 
Organizer Dawn Westfall 
said there will be a reception 
marking the bicentennial, 
both Saturday and Sunday 
from noon to 3 p.m.

In conjunction with 
Holiday Valley, the 

Ellicottville Historical 
Society will have 
displays featuring vintage 
photographs of the beginning 
of Ellicottville and the start 
of skiing in the town, along 
with some historical pieces 
from the museum. There will 
also be a Sing-A-Long with 
the Ellicottville Ski Club at 
1:15 p.m.

Westfall and Town 
Historian Mary Elizabeth 
Dunbar will share all they 
know about Ellicottville’s 

history. Holiday Valley will 
have its 60th anniversary 
video there to watch. The 
Tucker (old groomer) and 
snowmobiles will be on 
display by the clock tower. 
Holiday Valley’s Food 
and Beverage will provide 
complimentary hot cocoa 
and hot, mulled wine.

“In addition to 
photographs, we’ll also have 
two vintage maps of the 

Photo courtesy Ellicottville Historical Society
In 1957, members of the Ellicottville Ski Club purchased 30 
acres of land and formed privately held Win-Sum Ski 
Corporation and Holiday Valley. The first Town of Ellicottville 
Bicentennial event is this weekend at Holiday Vally’s Winter 
Carnival.

See Bicentennial, A5

And the winner is… 

Graham wins 2nd Southern Tier’s Got Talent
Press photo by Eli Phillips

Dwain Graham won first 
prize at this year’s annual 
Southern Tier’s Got Talent 
show at the Ray Evans 
Seneca Theater in 
Salamanca, singing “Beauty 
and the Beast” from the 
animated movie of the same 
name. Placing second was 
Jeremy Fuller, singing “You 
Raise Me Up” by Secret 
Garden, and Mary Jenks 
placed third, singing “All of 
Me” by John Legend.

Press photo by Eli Phillips
Jeremy Fuller sings “You Raise Me Up” by 
Secret Garden during his performance in the 
second annual Southern Tier’s Got Talent 
Show. Fuller placed second in the 
competition.

Press photo by Eli Phillips
Mary Jenks sings “All of Me” by John Legend 
for her performance in the second annual 
Southern Tier’s Got Talent Show. Jenks placed 
third in the competition.

Cornell students hold Salamanca 
community forum for Main Street future

Press photo by Kellen M. Quigley
Students from Cornell University talk with Linda Freaney (front left) of the Cattaraugus County 
Living Arts Association after a community forum on the future of Salamanca’s Main Street.

See Main Street, A5
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