
By Kellen M. Quigley

Managing Editor

SALAMANCA — The 
annual Silver Bells in the 
City Festival is comprised 
of a variety of community 
events and extends over 
a longer time period than 
most festivals.

One of the newest 
annual traditions that 
helps kick off the season 
in Salamanca is the Silver 
Bells Christmas Parade, 
now in its third year.

The parade will step 
off from the corner of 
Main and Atlantic streets 
promptly at 6:30 p.m. 
Dec. 6 and make its way 
down to Jefferson Street 
Park where a tree lighting 
ceremony will be held 
immediately after.

“It’s a great way to 
kick off the Christmas 
season by all of us coming 
together to celebrate the 
season of giving to joyfully 
light up the night,” said 
Donna Raahauge, parade 
organizer.

As of Nov. 22, Raahauge 
said they have 16 entries, 
including Santa, who said 
he will defi nitely be there. 
It’s still early, but she said 
they’re expecting more 
entries.

“I have contacted 
some of the groups that 
participated in the Falling 
Leaves Parade to see if 
they will participate in the 
Silver Bells Parade,” she 

added.
Last year, Raahauge said 

they had 15 units in the 
parade, so they are already 
ahead, and anticipates that 
20 to 25 units will sign 
up by next week, which 
she said would be terrifi c. 
“That would make this 
parade approximately 
half the size of the Falling 
Leaves Parade.”

If individuals or groups 
want to sign up for the 
Christmas parade, there are 
two options.

First, you can go to the 
Salamanca Seneca Falling 
Leaves Festival page, get 
the Silver Bells Parade 
application, fi ll it out and 
email it to drparades@
gmail.com.

Or, the time saver 
option, give Raahauge 

a call at (716) 378-5468 
and she’ll fi ll out the 
application for you over 
the phone.

Anyone can enter 
the parade. The only 
requirement is that the unit 
must have Christmas lights 
on it since it’s a night 
parade.

“Have a car or truck? 
Let it shine with lights! 
Have a tractor? Light 
it up! Have a bike or 
motorcycle? Light them 
up!” she said. “Have 
horses? Give them some 
bells and lights. Let’s 
really light up the town 
and have a joyful time!”

With so many moving 
parts, Raahauge said she 
doesn’t do it alone

“Levi Sponeybarger 
is the Tech Elf for the 

parade, and without whom 
I absolutely could not 
organize either this parade 
or the Falling Leaves 
parade,” she said.

After the parade, 
activities will continue 
with the tree lighting 
ceremony in the park next 
to Rite Aid. There will be 
a bonfi re, pictures with 
Santa, music, hot cocoa 
and holiday treats.

“This is one of my 
favorite times of the year, 
and it gives me great joy 
to be able to give back 
to the community by 
coordinating the Christmas 
Parade,” Raahauge said.

For more information 
about Silver Bells in the 
City events, visit www.
salamancachamber.org.
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Salamanca schools host 4th annual 
Community Thanksgiving Dinner

Still time to sign up for Silver Bells 
Christmas Parade

‘Pay It Forward’ to 
those in need this 
Christmas season

Thanks for the turkey! 
Annual Thanksgiving 

dinner held at 
Hillview Manor

By Deb Everts

Press Reporter

SALAMANCA — The 
Pay It Forward group 
will be out distributing 
food boxes and gifts to 
local families in need 
on Saturday, Dec. 21, 
beginning at noon. The 
operation will take 
place from this year’s 
headquarters at 73 Broad 
St.

The group will be 
assisted by city of 
Salamanca police 
offi cers and fi refi ghters, 
Little Valley and 
Cattaraugus volunteer fi re 
departments, as well as 
two Santas, a Mrs. Claus 
and several elves.

Organizers Tim Jackson 
and Tina Stanczykowski, 
both of Salamanca, are 
trying to make as many 
people as possible aware 
of what Pay It Forward is 
and what they do. They 
are urging community 
members to participate in 
the program by helping 
other area residents who 
are less fortunate and in 
need of a helping hand.

Jackson said Pay It 

Forward is a small group 
of local people and 
businesses that have taken 
it upon themselves to 
give clothing, food and 
toys to local families that 
are down on their luck 
for various reasons and 
cannot make ends meet, 
especially during the 
holiday season.

“People must call and 
let us know about their 
friends and neighbors in 
need,” he said. “We need 
to get the word out to 
everyone who will listen 
because there are so many 
people out there that are 
not being helped. The 
recipients do not have 
to be people with kids. 
They can also be shut-
ins, elderly individuals or 
anyone in the community 
who is having a hard time 
this time of year.” 

Jackson said many 
businesses in the city 
and in the nearby 
communities will have a 
“Tree of Hope” Christmas 
tree in their store or offi ce 
decorated with tags in 
the shapes of little girls 

See Pay It Forward, A5

Salamanca Press file photo
The annual Silver Bells Christmas Parade is set for 6:30 p.m. Dec. 6 on Main Street in 
Salamanca, and those interested in participating still have time to sign up.

By Amanda Grabowski

Lifestyles Editor

SALAMANCA 
— Once again, the 
Hoag family provided 
Thanksgiving dinner for 
residents of Hillview 
Manor in Salamanca. The 
elderly community looks 
forward to the dinner 
every year.

Twin brothers Lance 
and Lane Hoag and a 
committee of helpers 
prepare the meal in the 

refurbished kitchen in a 
building they now own 
which once housed St. 
Patrick’s School on River 
Street.

This year, they cooked 
four large turkeys, 
totaling 94 pounds of 
meat, to feed the group, 
which gathered in the 
Manor community room. 
A dozen or so other 
residents opted to have 
their meal delivered to 

Press photo by Amanda Grabowski
Two 90-plus-year-old residents attended this year’s 
Thanksgiving dinner at Hillview Manor: Helen Wrona (seated, 
right), accompanied by her friend Brenda Schine, and 
Alameta Bergamon (standing, left), accompanied by her 
brother, Richard Siafakas.

See Hillview Manor, A5

By Kellen M. Quigley

Managing Editor

SALAMANCA — On Monday, 
the Salamanca City Central 
School District held its fourth 
annual Community Thanksgiving 
Dinner, run by the student-
organized Key Club, part of the 
Kiwanis Club family, with help 
from the school district, staff, 
students and community.

“This is truly an amazing 
cooperative event,” said Kim 

Dry, Key Club co-advisor. 
“Preparations are a joint effort 
between the Key Club organizing 
the whole dinner, but the students 
in each of the classes donate a 
good majority of the food.”

Dry said the teachers work with 
high school students in all grades 
to make collecting some of the 
food a fun event. For example, 
teachers Brooke Canale and 
Brandy Kinney create an event 
called the Hunger Games to 
incentivize the collection.

“They were able to collect 
over 3,000 pounds of potatoes,” 
Dry said. “Others, including Mr. 
DiGennaro, Mrs. Ferrucci, the 
8th-grade team and Mr. Happoldt, 
get creative with homework if 
students bring in products for the 
event.”

This year, 8th-grade students 
were in charge of paper products, 
freshmen brought cranberries, 
sophomores gathered potatoes, 
juniors got stuffi ng and seniors 
collected corn.

Planning for next year’s dinner 
begins the day after the last one, 
Dry said, already thinking how 
they can make it better. As a club, 
they meet often about a month out 
to plan and organize.

“Our President Kendell Valvo 
is excellent about getting us 
organized,” Dry said. Dry, 
assistant principal Lynn Magiera 
and assistant superintendent Dr. 
Mark Beehler are continuously 
working on logistics for the 
dinner and picking up supplies 
that they might need.

In its fi rst three years, the 
dinner served about 400 people, 
900 people and 1,100 people, and 
Dry said they hoped to serve even 
more Monday.

“Things have changed a little, 
but the work and logistics are 

Salamanca Press file photo
The Salamanca City Central School District held its fourth annual Community 
Thanksgiving Dinner Monday after press time. Over 1,000 hungry diners were 
expected to attend. See more photos online and in next week’s edition.

See Thanksgiving Dinner, A5
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