
By Deb Everts

Press Reporter

LITTLE VALLEY — 
Local artist Barbara Fox 
recently received a purchase 
award from the Art Renewal 
Center (ARC) at this year’s 
International ARC Salon 
Exhibition.

Her artwork will be on 
public display at the MEAM 
(European Museum of 
Modern Art) in Barcelona, 
Spain, along with 98 other 
artists’ works from around 
the globe.

The show opened at the 
MEAM in Barcelona Dec. 
6 and will continue through 
Feb. 2 before it returns to 
Sotheby’s in New York City 
where it will be on exhibit 
from July 17-27.

Fox said she was honored 
to receive such a prestigious 
award. She said her detailed, 
10-by-21-inch charcoal and 
pastel drawing “Parting with 
Illusions” was purchased by 
ARC for $3,800 and is now 
in their collection. 

“I’m really honored 
because this is one of the top 
exhibits of realistic artwork. 
I paint very realistically, but 
I’ve never really put myself 
in that realm of ‘hyper-
realist’ artists,” she said. 
“I want to paint and draw 
in realism, but also have a 
beautiful image that people 
recognize as a realistic 
piece of art, rather than 
people wondering if it’s a 
photograph or a painting.”

This is not her fi rst 

international competition. 
Fox said she has participated 
in a number of them, but 
this particular competition is 

pretty special because they 
not only accept artwork from 
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Thank you to the 3,500 weekly 
readers of The Salamanca Press.
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ECS ski team sets high 

hopes as season nears

in January
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Salamanca Historical Society 
hosts ‘Reindeer Day’

Press photo by Deb Everts
Santa and Comet the reindeer dropped by the Salamanca Area Historical Society Museum Saturday for Reindeer Day. The jolly 
old elf (Mike Morton) and his reindeer companion delighted many children as they participated in the annual event sponsored 
by the museum. Otis, of Salamanca, got a surprise kiss from baby Comet who will turn 6 months old on Christmas Day.

Local artist Fox honored 
with international award

Photo submitted
Local artist Barbara Fox recently received a prestigious 
“purchase award” from the Art Renewal Center at this year’s 
International ARC Salon Exhibition. Her detailed charcoal and 
pastel drawing “Parting with Illusions” was purchased by the 
center for their collection and is now on public display at the 
European Museum of Modern Art in Barcelona, Spain.

See Artist Fox, A5

Ellicottville school’s $8.4M 
capital project passes, 78-26

Christmas at the Manor

Press photo by Amanda Grabowski
Residents of Hillview Manor celebrated Christmas Sunday with carols, cookies and company. 
Members of the Healing Reigns Fellowship Church paid a holiday visit after their church 
service and provided the seniors with some festive holiday music. Pictured: (from left) Dennis 
Davies, Chuck Irwin, Phyllis Schmick, Pastor Wally Mapes, musician Rodney Kruncher and 
Claudette Caulley. The Salamanca Housing Authority provided refreshments for the occasion 
including pizza, chicken wings, cookies and pop.

By Kellen M. Quigley

Managing Editor

GREAT VALLEY — 
Voters in the Ellicottville 
Central School District 
made their opinion known 
December 10th when a 
referendum to proceed 
with an $8.4 million capital 
project passed 78 to 26.

With 104 voters casting 
ballots, the turnout 
was slightly lower than 
Superintendent Bob Miller 

had anticipated, but he 
said the overwhelmingly 
positive margin was greatly 
appreciated. 

“It speaks well for the 
district that people recognize 
we have to do the things 
we’ve put in the proposal to 
protect the investment of the 
district and ensure student 
safety,” he said. “We’re very 
appreciative that people 
came out and supported the 
project and voted yes.” 

The roughly $8.4 million 

project would see numerous 
health, safety, accessibility 
and code compliance 
measures addressed inside 
the main K-12 building, 
around the outside of the 
campus and at the bus 
garage. 

“I think we did a good 
job of getting quite a bit 
of information out there,” 
Miller said. “They say a 
picture speaks a thousand 
words, and some of the 

See Capital Project, A5

Salamanca 
council approves 
bonding $130K 
for water well 

project
By Kellen M. Quigley

Managing Editor

SALAMANCA — A 
$130,000 emergency 
water well project in 
Salamanca to repair 
deteriorating pipes in the 
city’s water wells had 
bond funding approved 
Dec. 11 by the Common 
Council.

The Emergency Water 
Wellfi eld Refi t Phase I 
project, which took place 
this fall, made needed 
repairs to several of the 
wells to make sure the 
city did not run out of 
water, explained Dennis 
Hensel, general manager 
of the Board of Public 
Utilities.

“We pulled out all the 
ancient steel pipe because 
it was rotten,” he said. 
“Our big pump started 
sucking air.”

The water plant’s pump 
acts like a big straw, 

Hensel said, pulling the 
water from the top rather 
than pushing from the 
bottom. As soon as the air 
leaks began, he said any 
water being sucked up 
dropped back down to the 
bottom and air was being 
sucked in instead.

With city occupants 
using more water than 
what was being pumped 
from the wells, the 
reserves could have soon 
run out, something Hensel 
said he was made aware 
of in late August.

“That’s what started the 
whole thing,” he said. “I 
called my board in and 
we had an emergency 
meeting Sept. 3.”

Beginning Oct. 15, 
the piping for about half 
of the city’s well fi eld 
near the water treatment 
plant on Water Street was 
replaced with new HDPE 

See Council, A5
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