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Salamanca schools 
using parent, 

community input on 
reopening plan

By Kellen M. Quigley

Managing Editor

SALAMANCA — As 
the Salamanca City Central 
School District continues 
developing plans for 
possible reopening in the 
fall, school officials have 
looked for input from 
families and the 
community on 
how to welcome 
back students 
as safely as 
possible.

At its regular 
meeting July 
21, the Board 
of Education 
was updated on 
the reopening 
planning 
process so far 
by Dr. Mark 
Beehler, assistant 
superintendent for academic 
services.

Earlier in July, the district 
received guidance from the 
state Education Department 
outlining what the 
expectations were and made 
some recommendations 
and best practices to initiate 
continued education amid 
the pandemic, Beehler said.

“We have taken those 
recommendations, and we 
developed a survey that was 
distributed to the community 
in the middle to the end 

of last week, as well as a 
survey that went out to staff 
members,” he explained.

Beehler said meetings 
had been scheduled 
throughout the rest of last 
week with staff from each 
of the buildings as well as 
stakeholder meetings with 
school leaders, including 

the food service 
and transportation 
departments. He 
said the plan would 
be provided to 
the community 
for comment, be 
modified again 
and go before 
the district safety 
committee before 
approval by the 
school board July 
28.

By July 21, 
the district 

had received nearly 400 
community responses to the 
survey, Beehler said, as well 
as over 450 responses from 
district staff. He said school 
groups met that afternoon to 
review the survey data and 
began planning for possible 
reopening.

“They will take the 
information from the 
surveys as well as the review 
of surveying and brainstorm 
and begin to match it up 
with the guidance that has 

See Sal Schools, A5

Oldest-living Salamanca WWII vet 
among recent banner recipients

Ellicottville businesses keep 

customers coming back with creativity
By Deb Everts

Press Reporter

ELLICOTTVILLE — 
Challenges brought about 
during the COVID-19 
pandemic have forced most 
businesses to “think outside 
the box” to come up with 
creative ways to keep their 
customers coming back.

In the face of ongoing 
restrictions, three 
Ellicottville businesses 
shared some of their 
strategies.

 —John Rounds, owner 
of Adventure Bound 
and Ellicottville Coffee 
Company, said they have 
adjusted their product mix 
and have offered curbside 
pick up throughout the entire 
period.

His outdoor retail store 
at 16 Washington St. offers 
curbside coffees and hand 
sanitizer from Steelbound 
Brewery and Distillery. He 
said they have also assisted 
customers with outdoor gear 
purchases by appointment 
where social distancing 
could be adhered to.

“The coffee division of 
our business has been a very 
important part of how we 

have been able to survive 
the crisis,” he said. “Our key 
relationships in Peru and 
other parts of Latin America 
have been very important 
throughout the crisis.”

Their new Nitro Cold 
Brew has been a huge 
part of the store’s summer 
offering. Rounds said the 
cold brew is non-alcoholic 
and takes about 18 hours to 
make. He said customers 
typically describe it as less 
acidic and smoother. It can 
be enjoyed in the café and 

shop, or “to go.”
“Nitrogen is mixed with 

coffee and creates a cold, 
delicious drink,” he said. 
“We also offer a Cold Brew 
Nitro shake where we 
add handmade Peruvian 
chocolate syrup and a little 
cream, which has been very 
popular.”

Rounds said they will 
soon be adding café craft 
beer, specialty wines, 
and coffee drinks to their 

Photo submitted
A number of Ellicottville businesses have been getting 
creative to safely serve their customers during this time of 
the pandemic. Shown is the Ellicottville Coffee Company’s 
new “Nitro Cold Brew Tuk Tuk,” which is a drink cooler on 
wheels for events.

See Businesses, A5
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Salamanca man drowns while 
kayaking in Allegheny River

By Kellen M. Quigley

Managing Editor

SALAMANCA — A 62-year-old 
Salamanca man drowned while 
kayaking Sunday in the Allegheny 
River, authorities reported. 

Salamanca Police reported that 
the man’s body was recovered 
from the river off of Front Avenue 
near Iroquois Drive at about 7:27 
p.m. 

Salamanca Police Chief Troy 
Westfall confirmed Tuesday 
morning the victim was Michael 
“Dutch” Trummer.

Trummer had been kayaking 
with his wife near the bend in the 
river south of West State Street 
when he dropped a paddle and 
attempted to recover it, Westfall 
said. He said Trummer went under 
the surface, came back up, went 
under again and didn’t resurface.

Police said a call reporting 
seeing the body in the river was 
made at 4:54 p.m. Sunday. 

A social media page posted 
at 5:24 p.m. that a man was in 
distress in the river south of West 
State Street. The post said the 
Salamanca Fire Department called 
for multiple water rescue and dive 
teams to respond. 

At about 5:30 p.m., Cattaraugus 
County emergency dispatchers 
called for the Allegany and 
Westons Mills dive teams to assist 
with a possible drowning. At about 
5:35 p.m., the McKean County 
dive team was also on its way to 
help. 

At 5:57 p.m., a social media post 
indicated emergency dispatchers 

reported the Allegany and Westons 
Mills divers were on scene, and 
Chautauqua County was sending 
divers as well. 

Westfall said Trummer was not 
wearing his life jacket and it was 
tied to his kayak.

“If anything, I would ask that 
people please wear their life vest 
when they go kayaking,” he said. 
“It can be horribly uncomfortable, 
especially when it’s hot, but you 
never know.”

Although much of that section 
of the river is only a couple of 

feet deep and not difficult to wade 
through, Westfall said there is a 
section of the bend that drops off 
and could be as deep as 10 feet.

“All of a sudden you reach the 
far bank, the last third, and there’s 
a channel there,” he said. “And 
it drops off quickly. It’ll surprise 
you.”

Westfall said there is no reason 
to believe the incident was 
anything other than an accident.

(Contact managing editor Kellen 
Quigley at kquigleysp@gmail.com)

Press photo by Kellen M. Quigley
Emergency responders recovered the body of a deceased Salamanca man Sunday 
evening from the Allegheny River at this boat launch on Front Avenue. Police 
reported the man drowned while kayaking earlier that day. 

By Amanda Grabowski

Lifestyles Editor

SALAMANCA — A history 
enthusiast and his wife from 
Pennsylvania have sponsored three 
Salamanca veterans in the “Hometown 
Heroes” banner program. 

One of those banners belongs to 
Edward Mohr Jr., the oldest living 
veteran in Salamanca from World War 

II.
On Sunday, Jim and Linda Howell, 

from the Pittsburgh area, joined Mohr, 
Bill Steckman and Bill Skoken on 
Wildwood Avenue to inspect Mohr’s of 
the recently installed banners. It’s one 
of about 200 in the city dedicated to 
those serving in the military installed 
this year.

Press photo by Amanda Grabowski
A “Hometown Heroes” banner for Edward Mohr Jr., the oldest-living veteran in Salamanca, 
was recently installed on Wildwood Avenue. Shown (from left) are the banner’s sponsors 
Linda and Jim Howell, Mohr, Mohr’s nephew Bill Skoken and Bill Steckman.

See Veterans, A5
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