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Saving Grace Outreach looks to expand
By Rick Miller

County Reporter

CATTARAUGUS — Saving 
Grace Outreach opened in 
Cattaraugus 10 years ago, helping 
a dozen families through its 
Cattaraugus Food Pantry, as well as 
clothes and furniture. 

Within six months, the volunteer 
ministry was helping three times 
that many from its Trading Post 
at 11 Washington St., according 
to Elizabeth O’Neill, executive 
director of Saving Grace. 

The food pantry started at 
Roberts Wesleyan Church, moving 
to the Trading Post after O’Neill, 
an industrial engineer who teaches 
at SUNY Buffalo, and a lot of 
volunteers did a lot of work at the 
Washington Street location. 

Today, about 140 area families 
get help from the food pantry, 
O’Neill said. Food donations come 
from the Food Bank of Western 
New York, as well as Target and 
Walmart. Volunteers regularly pick 

up donated items. 
Also, free coats, hats and boots 

are available to those in need. The 
donated clothing is cleaned by the 

Trading Post and made available. 
The Trading Post also sells clothing 

Press photo by Rick Miller
Elizabeth O’Neill, executive director of Saving Grace Outreach in Cattaraugus, 
stands at the checkout at the Trading Post on Washington Street in Cattaraugus, 
site of the local food pantry. Used clothing, household items and furniture are also 
available.

See Savings Grace, A5

Snow or no snow, there’s lots of fun 
at WinterCamp

By Deb Everts 

Press Reporter

QUAKER RUN — 
Lack of snow and lots 
of mud didn’t stop the 
fun at Camp Turner’s 
WinterCamp held Dec. 28 
through 30.

Children from all 
over the region had the 
opportunity to experience 
a three-day, overnight 
camping excursion in the 
Quaker area of Allegany 
State Park.

Camp Director John 
Mann said although the 
lack of snow prevented 
the kids from doing a 
few outdoor activities, 
including sledding and 
snowshoeing, there were 
plenty of other activities 
to choose from because 
the staff is well-trained 

and committed to helping 
the campers have a great 
time.

Mann said indoor 
activities include arts and 

crafts, music appreciation, 
darts, ping pong, pool 
and board games. At Spa 
Club, the kids do each 
other’s hair and nails and 

lip-balm making is very 
popular. Yoga and Zumba 
fi tness is offered, as well 
as a Lego Club, a Yule 
Ball and Mass. Campers 
can even help out in the 
kitchen. There are a lot of 
outdoor sports activities 
going on including 
dodgeball, pickleball, 
“9-Square-in-the-Air,” 
“Gaga Ball,” volleyball, 
basketball, court hockey 
and disc golf.

One favorite outdoor 
activity is “Games-in-
the-Woods,” which is 
a hide and seek-type 
game played in the 
woods. Campers can also 
participate in nature hikes 
where they track deer, 
learn outdoor living skills 
and survival skills, a night 

Press photo by Deb Everts
One of the favorite activities enjoyed by the campers is 
“Games-in-the-Woods,” which is a hide and seek-type game 
played in the woods. Participants in the Games-in-the-
Woods set out to hide amongst the trees while the seeker 
has her back turned and eyes covered.

See WinterCamp, A5

Labuhn reflects on 
eight years in 

Legislature, looks 
forward to next 

adventure

By Kellen M. Quigley

Managing Editor

SALAMANCA — For 
eight years, Sue Labuhn 
served as a member of 
the Cattaraugus County 
Legislature, representing 
the city of Salamanca 
and surrounding towns 
in District 5. She most 
recently served as Minority 
Leader as one of the few 
Democrats in the county’s 
lawmaking body.

But as the saying goes, 
all good things must come 
to an end.

Since 2012, Labuhn has 
been involved with several 
major developments and 
changes in the county, but 
through it all, her duty as a 
legislator was to serve the 
people she was elected to 
represent.

“As I have told 
everyone, I leave with no 
regrets, only with a vast 
amount of knowledge and 
friendships,” she said.

In November, Labuhn 
lost her re-election bid 
for a third and fi nal term 
to Republican candidate 
Laurie Hunt. Since then, 
Labuhn said she hasn’t had 
a real chance to check into 
her own personal feelings. 
It has only been over the 
holiday and running into 
people that she’s had to 
examine them.

“While I am not sad for 
coming up short in the 
numbers, I also realize 
after having reviewed the 
register voter list that a lot 
actually did not vote,” she 
said. “That saddens me.”

In the weeks following 
the election, Labuhn 
said some came to her 
apologizing “because they 
were out of town, it just 
got away from them of 
thought I was a shoe-in.” 
When she heard this during 
the door-to-door campaign, 

Labuhn’s response was 
always, “Every vote 
matters and there are others 
that are running as well.”

Labuhn said she can’t 
imagine never voting, 
taking great pride that men 
and women put their lives 
on the line for her to have 
that opportunity. “We have 
so many opportunities from 
absentee and to now early 
voting, that there truly isn’t 
any reason not to,” she 
added.

During these past few 
months, in between the 
holiday seasons, helping 
at her church’s parish and 
family functions, Labuhn 
said she’s spent her time 
the same as she did while 
entering into the new year 
after being elected.

“I’ve been at all the 
committee, budget and 
landbank meetings I was 
assigned to. Attending 
community functions that 
I have been invited to is 
always high on my list,” 
she said. “I still owe the 
constituents to do my job 
till the last day.” 

Labuhn participated in 
the 2020 county budget 
process with department 
heads, something she said 
she fi nds to be a passion. 
“I can’t explain how the 
money is spent if I’m 
not actively part of the 
process, so having been 
the chair and vice-chair 
of fi nance was right in my 
wheelhouse.”

On Dec. 11, the 
Legislature ended its year 
of resolutions, but Labuhn 
still had her obligations, 
including the projects in 
the county’s Land Bank 
that still needed to move 
forward. She said there 
were properties that 
have been demolished 
and needed to be sold 

Salamanca Press file photo
Cattaraugus County Legislature Minority Leader-elect Sue 
Labuhn is congratulated by former minority leader James 
Boser, of Allegany, in 2014.

See Legislature, A5

 Latest addition to Salamanca Rail 
Museum arrives

By Kellen M. Quigley

Managing Editor

SALAMANCA — All aboard 
the newest addition to the 
Salamanca Rail Museum!

On Saturday, the Bessemer 
and Lake Erie Railroad 
caboose completed its trip from 
Youngstown, Ohio, to Salamanca, 
rail museum officials said.

Once in Salamanca, it joined 
two other cars recently purchased 
from the Mahoning Valley 
Railroad Heritage Association 
(MVRHA).

The Erie Railroad Signal Depot 
car, formerly a World War II 
troop sleeper, and the P&LW 
flat car were brought to the rail 

Press photo by Kellen M. Quigley
A Bessemer and Lake Erie Railroad caboose, the latest addition to the Salamanca 
Rail Museum’s collection of vintage rail cars, arrived at the museum Saturday from 
Youngstown, Ohio, the third one purchased from the Mahoning Valley Railroad 
Heritage Association.See Rail Museum, A6
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