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Winter Carnival still a good time
Press photo by Deb Everts

Most events at Holiday 
Valley’s Winter Carnival 
were canceled due to the 
coronavirus, but it didn’t 
stop many people from 
showing up to enjoy a few 
activities that were still on 
the schedule for the two-
day weekend, March 14-15. 
Everybody’s favorite 
Dummy Downhill event 
took place on Sunday 
afternoon at Yodeler 
Lodge. Out of 12 
participating dummies, the 
winners were: Coronavirus, 
Best Design; Uvita Beaver, 
Big Air; and Dorothy, Best 
Crash.

Press photo 
by Deb Everts

Woodcarver Keith 
McKale of Fern 
Wood Art was 
also at the 
bicentennial 
event offering 
some 
commemorative 
carving pieces for 
purchase, with a 
portion of the 
proceeds going 
towards the 
bicentennial. 

Salamanca schools closed 
through April 12

Ellicottville, CLV and Randolph
 also closed until further notice

By Kellen M. Quigley

Managing Editor

SALAMANCA — As pressure to close 
schools made its way across New York 
state from Manhattan toward Cattaraugus 
County, offi cials at the Salamanca City 
Central School District announced it 
would remain closed through April 12 
while they devise plans of instruction 
through alternative means.

Superintendent Robert Breindenstein 
announced the decision Monday morning 
from the high school, after instruction 
from the county Department of Health 
over the weekend.

“Our plan had been for staff to arrive 
and report beginning today to continue 
to work on our continuity of instruction 
plan,” he said. “However, late last 
evening, we were ordered and informed 
by the county Department of Health that 
we should not engage in that practice. 
Rather, we should have only essential 
staff report today.”

In the meantime, Breidenstein said to 
visit the school’s website, salamancany.
org/covid19, for all updates regarding the 
plan.

“What I can share with you, with our 
essential staff today, is we are continuing 
to do our deep and extensive cleaning as 
well as work on our instructional plans,” 
he said.

First and foremost, the district’s food 
service staff are working to make sure 
the kitchens and cafeterias are clean and 

the transportation department will assist 
in transporting meals to deliver meals 
to designated pick-up areas, which will 
begin Tuesday, Breidenstein said.

Locations for pick-up meals include 
in the Salamanca High School cafeteria, 
Prospect Elementary school, Hoag’s Gas 
Station in Kill Buck and the Steamburg 
Community Center in Cold Spring. 
Between 600 and 700 meals will be 
distributed between 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. 
All meals are fi rst come, fi rst serve.

Image provided
Superintendent Robert Breidenstein of the 
Salamanca City Central School District gave 
an update Monday morning on the school’s 
plans during its closure for the next few 
weeks amid the coronavirus state of 
emergency.

See Schools Close, A5

Seneca Nation 
suspends operations 
at gaming facilities 

over COVID-19

SALAMANCA — The 
Seneca Nation Council, 
in consultation with 
the Seneca Gaming 
Corporation, suspended 
operations at all of 
the Nation’s gaming 
facilities, effective at 8 
p.m. Monday.

The closing was part of 
the ongoing response to 
the coronavirus pandemic 
locally.

The directive applies 
to the Nation’s three 
casino resort properties in 

Niagara Falls, Salamanca, 
and Buffalo, as well as 
the Seneca Gaming & 
Entertainment operations 
in Irving, Salamanca, 
and Cuba, according to a 
press release.

“The COVID-19 
outbreak is an 
unprecedented public 
safety situation that 
requires an unprecedented 
response,” said Seneca 
Nation President Rickey 

Salamanca Press file photo
The Seneca Nation Council, in consultation with the Seneca 
Gaming Corporation, suspended operations at all of the 
Nation’s gaming facilities, effective at 8 p.m. Monday, 
including the Seneca Allegany Resort and Casino in 
Salamanca.

See Seneca Nation, A5

Salamanca elementary 
school evacuated after 

railyard gas leak
By Kellen M. Quigley

Managing Editor

SALAMANCA — A 
rail car accident in east 
Salamanca Thursday 
morning, March 12, 
caused an argon gas leak, 
leading to the evacuation 
of Prospect Elementary 
School.

Salamanca Fire 
Department received 
a call about 9:10 a.m. 
reporting an unknown 
vehicle emitting a white 
vapor, Fire Chief Nick 
Bocharski said.

Emergency crews 
responded to a train car 
about ¼ mile south of 
the depot on Columbia 
Avenue. Working with 
Genessee & Wyoming 
(G&W) and Buffalo & 
Pittsburgh (B&P) railroad 
crews, Bocharski said it 
was determined the car 
was venting Argon gas 
and spraying out to the 
east toward Kill Buck.

“Our crews worked 
with the rail yard, and 
it took a few minutes of 
paperwork and scouting 
to figure out what the 
container was,” he said.

Bocharski reported 
later than a frangible 

disc in the car’s safety 
release system broke, 
but the cause of how was 
unknown.

“It took about 20 
minutes to confer and 
read the DOT placards 
and figure out that it was 
in fact argon,” he said. 
“A fireman had to walk 
about a quarter-mile in a 
self-contained breathing 
apparatus to the site, so it 
took some time to get to 
the leak.”

Police Chief Troy 
Westfall said the 

protocol for the railroad 
emergency placard said 
to evacuate within 100 
meters of the leak.

“I looked up where 
the tank was and looked 
over through the woods 
where you can barely 
see Prospect school,” 
he said. “I got ahold 
of the Superintendent, 
informed him what I was 
looking at and told him to 
immediately evacuate.

Westfall said police 

Press photo by Kellen M. Quigley
Emergency responders in Salamanca work with Genessee & 
Wyoming and Buffalo & Pittsburgh railroad crews to find a 
railcar venting Argon gas March 12.

See Gas Leak, A5
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