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FUN ON
THE FOURTH!
Enjoy music, food, rock climbing, entertainment
and more at SAHUARITA LAKE for the
TOWN’S INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATION,

6-10 p.m. Fireworks begin about 9.
Shuttles run 5:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. from
Anza Trail School and at Rancho Sahuarita
Boulevard and Camino Lago Azul

50¢
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MOVING AHEAD

Mother: I-19
shooting
stemmed
from years
of violence
By Kim Smith
KSMITH@SAHUARITASUN.COM

RACHEL MAYNARD, 8, doing water therapy at home with her father, Ray. Rachel has juvenile dermatomyositis, an
autoimmune disease that attacks healthy cells and tissues.
JORGE ENCINAS SAHUARITA SUN

Sahuarita girl, 8, family take on rare disease
By Jorge Encinas
JENCINAS@SAHUARITASUN.COM

R

achel Maynard was a
typical seven-year-old
girl before the new
year. She enjoyed going to school, ballet and playing with her friends. Then
her life changed overnight.
Rachel, now eight, was
diagnosed with juvenile der-

matomyositis, but the rarity
of the disease and severity
of her case took a heavy toll
on her. Now Rachel’s parents,
Cheryl and Ray, want to raise
awareness so other families
can act faster and find treatment plans better suited to
their child’s needs.
Cheryl said stress and
exposure to other illnesses
may have led to triggering

JDM in Rachel. Cheryl's two
kids, Rachel and Dylan, 12,
switched schools from Tucson to Sahuarita and then
back to Tucson. Plus, they
visited family in California
over the holidays and Rachel
was exposed to strep throat.
Eventually the strain took its
toll on Rachel.

RESOURCES
Cure JM Foundation:
•Email: info@curejm.org
•Phone: 202-596-6267
•Website: www.curejm.org
Cheryl Maynard:
•Facebook:
Cheryl Contreras Maynard

Every time Susie Stemper looks at
her granddaughter Natalie, her heart
breaks just a little bit more.
On Saturday, the 7-year-old’s mother was shot to death on Interstate
19 in Green Valley; her mother’s onagain, off-again boyfriend was arrested
in connection with
her death.
Again and again,
Natalie asks her
the same questions,
Stemper said: “How
could he do that?
How can he tell me he ZAVALA
loves me and he misses me and then
hurt mommy?”
Stemper has no answer.
How do you talk to a second-grader
about something as complex as domestic violence? And domestic violence is
what led to her daughter’s death, said
Stemper, who lives in Rio Rico.
Her daughter, Marilynn Patricia
“Matty” Pacheco, 25, was trapped in a
cycle of domestic violence for at least
two years, she said.
She doesn’t know how her daughter
met the suspect, 21-year-old Mateo
Zavala, but she says the relationship
was never healthy. She first heard
about Zavala two years ago and a
pattern quickly emerged. The couple
would argue, they’d break up and
they’d get back together. Once, Stemper said her daughter pretended to
be unconscious to end a fight where
Zavala dragged her by the hair and
kicked her in the face. She has photos
of her daughter’s swollen face on her
cellphone.
More I-19
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CASA PALOMA II TOWN HOME
2 Br 2 Ba . Fully furnished. Move in
Ready. Nice ceramic tile. Lots of
wildlife to watch. Long term lease.
$800 per month plus utilities.
Avail. 7/20/19. Call 614-565-2912.

FAIRWAYS II. 2 BR, 2BA, 1 Car carport. Unfurnished. Arizona Rm, Fireplace, Granite counters in kitchen.
Travertine tile floors in kitchen,
baths. 55+.GVR. $925 mo. (Negotiable) 520-907-4299. Broker/Owner.

FRI, SAT, 7/5, 7/6, 7-12pm,
2056 N. Avenida Mena (La Joya
Verde) Off Abrego. Stove, Mini bar
refrigerator, household & office
goods, copier, printers. Tools.
Clothing.

TOWNHOUSE IV
Beautiful Mountain Views.
2Br, 2Ba, 2 Car carport. Partially
furnished. 55+ GVR available. No
smoking. $1000 per mo plus utilities. Long term lease. 520-625-9764

US ARMY VIETNAM VETERAN
wants to rent room in Green Valley.
Fourteen year Green Valley resident.
Clean, Sober, Non-Smoker.
References. Tommy 520-351-1877
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