
$2Volume 1, Number 12Thursday, March 16, 2023 rv-times.com

Annual Oregon festival 

brings out a crowd. A4ALL ABOUT CHEESE

BY KEVIN OPSAHL

Rogue Valley Times

Denise Norris has fond 
memories as a little girl watch-
ing reruns of “The Mickey 
Mouse Club” and going to Dis-
neyland with her uncle Dennis 
Day when they both lived in 
California.

Day was a Mouseketeer on 
the first two seasons of the 
children’s television show, but 
to Norris, he was just like any 
other uncle who would treat 
his nieces and nephews to a 
day at the famous theme park.

“He was a really fun uncle. 
He was really outgoing,” Nor-
ris said.

But Day’s retirement years 
— after he relocated to the 
Rogue Valley in the 1980s — 
saw him “withdrawn from so-
ciety,” living with his husband, 
Henry “Ernie” Caswell, in 
Phoenix, according to Norris.

“He wouldn’t be in touch, and 
then he’d cash a check (from the 
family), and we would know 
he’s fine,” Norris said.

But after July 15, 2018, Day 
was never heard from again. 

Two days later, his family al-
leges in a $2.2 million lawsuit, 
Phoenix Police Department 
officers visited Day’s home 
to conduct a welfare check at 
the request of a representative 
from a local hospital, which 
wanted to inform Day an ill 
Caswell was ready to be picked 
up (Caswell later passed away 
unrelated to Day’s death).

Phoenix police didn’t find 
Day that day — and they 
wouldn’t over the next several 
months, even in the summer 
of 2018 when they allegedly 
stepped on the former Mous-
keteer’s body, buried under a 
pile of clothes, the family al-
leges in court papers.

It was not until the investiga-
tion was handed over to Ore-
gon State Police in spring 2019 
that Day’s body was found, the 
family suit alleges.  The body 
was sniffed out by cadaver dogs 
April 6, and by that point Day’s 
body had to be sent to a lab for 
identification because it was 
“so badly decomposed.”

Police arrested Daniel James 
Burda, a handyman hired by 
the couple, in the summer of 
2019, and he was indicted on 
charges of second-degree man-
slaughter, criminally negligent 
homicide, criminal mistreat-
ment and abuse of a corpse.

Family 
of former 
child actor 
readies for 
civil suit
The $2.2M litigation 
against Phoenix PD 
claims negligence
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A bicyclist rides along the Bear Creek Greenway in Phoenix. Local officials are discussing ideas about how to improve the Bear Creek Greenway.

BY MORGAN ROTHBORNE 

Rogue Valley Times

J
ackson County voters may be asked to 
approve new taxes to help improve how 
the Bear Creek Greenway is maintained.

Local officials are looking at several options 
for how to better manage the 20-mile-long, 
multi-use trail. But they would need buy-in 
from voters and all entities now involved — in-
cluding Jackson County and the cities of Central 
Point, Medford, Phoenix, Talent and Ashland.

“We’re really looking at — after the Almeda 
Fire — where do we go from here with the Bear 
Creek Greenway?” said Steve Lambert, director 

of the Jackson County Roads and Parks Depart-
ment. “We’re moving toward developing the de-
sired level of service, but how do we govern it; 
how do we pay for it?”

The Greenway, which stretches from Ash-
land to Central Point, was the subject of a pub-
lic opinion survey last year through the Envi-
sion Bear Creek project. After the Almeda Fire 
chewed through long stretches of blackberries, 
trees, parks and buildings along the trail, it 
seemed a good time to reconsider how to better 
manage a public asset in distress. Respondents 
were overwhelmingly concerned with safety, 
Lambert said.

The current system of governance is un-
wieldy, doesn’t offer stable funding and leads to 
inconsistent maintenance, he said. 

Jackson County keeps up bridges, the trail’s 
asphalt and ground 10 feet to the right and left 
of the path. 

Everything else is up to the five cities through 
which the trail passes. Jackson County and the 
Oregon Department of Transportation also 
have sections. Some parts are better maintained 
than others depending on the resources and is-
sues particular to each city.

Local officials consider taxes for Bear Creek Greenway

‘valuable asset’
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 The city of Gold Hill is in 
hot water with the Depart-
ment of Environmental Qual-
ity.

DEQ has fined the city 
$6,000 and will grant no fur-
ther extensions in the design 
phase of a plan to replace 
Gold Hill’s 40-year-old waste-
water treatment plant.

City officials have spent 
more than a decade trying to 
decide whether to replace the 
antiquated plant or bypass it 
and send wastewater, via pipe-
line, to Medford’s water treat-
ment plant, said DEQ spokes-
person Dylan Darling.

Interim City Manager 
Adam Hanks, who came on 
board in September and is 

helping Gold Hill with the 
process, said things are mov-
ing forward, albeit slowly.

The process to replace the 
city’s sewer treatment plant, at 
the north end of town, began 
in 2013 after a series of viola-
tions issued by DEQ. 

The plant had been largely 
out of compliance with state 
and federal regulations for 
over a decade, exceeding per-
mit limits by up to 440%, 
which meant the plant was 
discharging partially treated 
raw sewage into the Rogue 
River.

The city signed a Mutual 
Agreement Order with DEQ 
in 2013, agreeing to come up 
with a plan by February 2014. 
Darling said the city had been 
granted a half-dozen exten-

sions for submission of a pre-
liminary design plan since 
2013.

“Considering the length of 
time this discussion has been 
going on, we’re at a point that 
they need to just make a de-
cision and do something. If 
they’re going to do the treat-
ment plant, it’s typically three 
steps, including a facility plan, 
design report and final plan. 
Back in 2019, we got the facil-
ities plan, and then it just kind 
of stalled out at the pre-design 
report,” Darling said.

“If that’s the route they want 
to go, then OK, but we need 
to move along in that pro-
cess.” 

Gold Hill sewer plant woes continue
DEQ has fined city $6,000, won’t allow extensions 
in design phase to replace 40-year-old structure
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Charles Griggs, treatment plant 

operator, walks through a pump 

room Monday at the Gold Hill 

sewage treatment plant.
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MOUSEKETEER DEATH
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