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Street Talk
Street Talk visits the Super 

Galactic Toy Drop and Cos-

tume Extravaganza at Rutland 

Intermediate School to hobnob 

with famous superheroes who 

show up to promote donations 

of toys and cash for Rutland 

County kids.  A5

Wine Maker
Vermont-based wine-

maker talks expansion 

and the effects of the tariff 

war.  B4

Tech Tools
Assistive technology at 

Castleton University is 

helping people with se-

vere speech impediments 

communicate for the first 

time.  C1

Hallelujah!
The Messiah — originally 

written by composer 

Handel for an Easter 

oratorio, has become a 

welcome staple of the 

Christmas season, our 

critic writes.  D1
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VSP graduates 6 female recruits

Will Trump lawyers show?

Hooked 

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

When the 108th Basic Recruit 
Class graduated from the Vermont 
Police Academy, the members qui-
etly made history.

There were a number of female 
recruits who graduated to go on to 
positions in various departments 
in the state, but the Vermont State 
Police graduated 10 recruits in that 
class. For the State Police, it was the 
first time there were more female 

graduates than male.
One of the Nov. 22 graduates 

who is becoming a trooper, Isa-
bella Corrao, said she has been an 
athlete her whole life. She said the 
structure and teamwork involved 
in public service was something she 
hoped to make a part of her career.

“I have two friends that live here 
in Vermont. I love to hike, I love 
to be outside, and Vermont’s a 
beautiful state, so I went for it and 
decided to choose the Vermont 

State Police,” said Corrao, who is 
originally from Long Island, New 
York.

While they didn’t know the high 
numbers of female recruits, 11 
overall in the class, the women in 
the class soon found the value.

“Having each other and able 
to rely on each other and work 
together as one female force was 
definitely beneficial. It’s nice to 
have a camaraderie and have each 
other’s backs,” said Corrao, who 

will be assigned to the Westminster 
barracks.

The female recruits made their 
mark. Trooper Audrey Currier was 
the class president for the basic 
recruits and Trooper Marina Pacilio 
won the class award for being Most 
Physically Fit.

Increasing diversity among the 
ranks of the VSP has been a “huge 
goal of ours for many years,” said 

By ANDREW TAYLOR

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — The 
chairman of the House 
Judiciary Committee asked 
President Donald Trump 
on Friday to say whether 
he’ll send his attorneys to 
participate in impeachment 
proceedings before the 
panel.

Rep. Jerrold Nadler also 
is asking Republicans on his 
committee which witnesses 
they plan to ask permission 

to subpoena.
The letters from the New 

York Democrat came as 
the House impeachment 
probe enters a new phase 
with a hearing next week 
on whether Trump’s actions 
might constitute impeach-
able offenses.

Two weeks of Intelli -
gence Committee hearings 
produced a mountain of 
testimony but didn’t seem 
to move the needle on 
Capitol Hill, where not a 

single House Republican 
supported establishing the 
chamber’s impeachment 
process.

Nadler instructed Trump 
and top panel Republican 
Doug Collins of Georgia 
to respond by the end of 
next week. The Judiciary 
Committee meets Wednes-
day in an informational 
hearing to examine the 
“constitutional grounds for 

By ROBIN SMITH

THE CALEDONIAN RECORD

TROY — Carolyn But-
tolph likes to makes things 
people can use.

She hooks rugs, every-
thing from pot holders 
to large rugs, and leads a 
class on rug hooking at the 
Vermont Quilters’ School-
house in Troy.

When she’s hooking a 
rug, she’s not thinking nec-
essarily that “I am making 
an heirloom that the kids 
will fight over.”

“When you get to the end, 
you have made something. 
When you are finished, it is 
no longer a pound of wool 
cut into strips.”

Buttolph, of Morrisville, 
braved Wednesday morn-
ing’s freezing fog to share 
her love of hooking rugs, 
the techniques and the tips, 
at the class, or rather what 
she calls a sewing circle, at 
the schoolhouse craft room 
and store owned by Tina de 
la Bruere.

Rug hooking is a tradi-
tional way that old-timers 
turned scraps of wool — 
often from discarded cloth-
ing made at the many small 
mills across New England 
and southeastern Canada 

— into something new and 
useful.

They cut wool into nar-
row strips, from one eighth 
of an inch to a quarter 
or more width, and used 
hand hooks sized to match 
the wool to pull the strips 
through wide-weave linen 
bound to frames or hoops.

The linen type, from 
primitive to “monk,” var-
ies in the weave opening, 
which determines the width 
of the strips of wool.

The art comes in the 
pattern and the color and 
nature of the wool.

Buttolph’s satisfaction 
with rug hooking comes 
from “the loose  way  I 
choose my colors.”

She enjoys an abstract 
style, where she has a “sort 
of love relationship with the 
colors” of the wool.

“Ooo, I like that,” she 
says, choosing how to blend 
colors for the design on the 
fly.

Robin Wright, of Eden, 
a relative newcomer to 
rug hooking, brought in 
her f irst  small  hooked 
rug to show and a new 
rug to work on.

By CLAIRE GALOFARO

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

A powerful storm making 
its way east from California 
is causing major disruptions 
during the year’s busiest 
travel weekend, as forecast-
ers warned that intensifying 
snow and ice could thwart 
millions of people across 
the country hoping to get 
home after Thanksgiving.

The storm caused the 
death of at least one per-
son in South Dakota and 
shut down highways in the 
western U.S., stranding 
drivers in California and 

prompting authorities in 
Arizona to plead with trav-
elers to wait out the weather 
before attempting to travel.

The storm was expected 
to track east through the 
weekend — into the Plains 
on Friday, the Midwest by 
Saturday and the Northeast 
on Sunday — pummeling a 
huge portion of the coun-
try with snow, ice or flash 
flooding.

The National Weather 
Service said travel could 
become impossible in some 
places, although the Burl-
ington station predicted 

the storm would mostly 
bypass Vermont, with only 
the state’s southernmost 
counties affected by moder-
ate snow late Sunday night 
into Monday, while the rest 
of the state was forecast to 
get light snow or flurries.

Nationally, the weather 
could be particularly dis-
ruptive on Sunday, when 
millions of holiday travel-
ers head home. Airlines for 
America, the airline indus-
try’s trade group, expects 
3.1 mill ion passengers 

Storm disrupts nation’s travel
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Street signs are covered in snow in north Flagstaff, Ariz., 
on Friday. A powerful storm making its way east from Cal-
ifornia is threatening major disruptions during the year’s 
busiest travel weekend.

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

New Rutland City Police Officer Avery Schneider waits to be pinned by family members during Graduation Ceremony for the 108th Basic Recruit Class 
at the Vermont Police Academy in Pittsford recently.

HOUSE IMPEACHMENT HEARINGS

Panel asks president to make decision

AP PHOTO

President Donald Trump gives thumbs up as he steps off Air Force One, accompanied by 
Sen. John Barrasso, R-Wyo., at Palm Beach International Airport Friday in West Palm Beach, 
Fla. Trump was returning from a trip to visit the troops in Afghanistan.

Old-time Vermont 
tips for pulling wool
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