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Bird count
Rutland County Audu-

bon Society conducts its 

annual bird count today in 

West Rutland.  
                                    A3

Bye-bye waste
More Vt. businesses are 

recycling food waste, and 

some have been doing 

so well before the state’s 

composting law.  
                                   B3

Help from afar
A nonprofit social circus 

company in Zambia gets 

started with help from the 

Vermont theater scene.  
                                   D1

Tech dystopia
We may remember 2018 

as the year when technol-

ogy’s dystopian potential 

became clear.  
                                   C5
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Midday: 1-6-6 and 6-6-5-3 
Evening: 3-8-7 and 6-4-2-5 
New York State:
2-2-7 LS11 and 1-5-4-9 LS19
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By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

A Rutland County man from 
Guatemala is suing the Vermont 
Department of Motor Vehicles, 
saying that when he applied for 
a driver’s license in 2015, he was 
questioned by police and immigra-
tion officials about drug dealers 
because of his race.

Horacio Morales Gabriel asked 
the Rutland County civil court, 
in a complaint filed in April, for 
unspecified punitive damages, 
expenses and legal fees.

The complaint, which refers to 
the plaintiff as Morales, said he was 
born in Guatemala and is of Gua-
temalan Mayan descent. English is 
not his first language.

In September 2015, Morales 
applied for a driver’s learner’s 
permit at the Rutland office of the 
Vermont Department of Motor 
Vehicles, where he was asked for a 
Social Security card. Morales gave 
them that card, a bank statement 
and a pay stub, the complaint said.

Morales did not pass the writ-
ten test and was given a follow-up 

appointment.
When Morales came back, the 

complaint said, he was asked to 
accompany a DMV employee to the 
back of the building.

“The DMV employee showed 
Mr. Morales to an office were a 
(Vermont) State Trooper, a detec-
tive and an officer from the U.S. 
Department of Homeland Security, 
Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment (ICE) were waiting,” the com-
plaint said.

According to the complaint, the 
three law-enforcement officers 

kept Morales at the DMV office for 
about 2 hours.

The complaint said law-enforce-
ment officers demanded “infor-
mation about Guatemalan drug 
dealers” and Morales’ fingerprints.

Morales believed he couldn’t 
leave because one of the officers 
was positioned at the door.

The law-enforcement officers 
confiscated Morales’ Social Security 
card after telling him that they had 
checked the number and found it 

Guatemalan claims DMV bias
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Margaret Towsley, 5, of Woodstock, holds up a sheet of ice to show her father, Bill Towsley, not pictured, as she and her sister, Charlotte, right, 
walk along Depot Hill Road in Florence looking for signs of animal life.

Action urged for water testing
By HOWARD WEISS-TISMAN

VERMONT PUBLIC RADIO

Some lawmakers and 
environmental activists 
say a state plan that gives 
schools up to 3½ years to 
test their water for lead will 
put children at risk.

Earlier this year the state 
finished a pilot study to 
see if there was lead in the 
drinking water at Vermont 
schools.

The state went to 16 
schools and discovered 
traces of lead in every 
school that was tested. At 

five of the schools, there 
was enough lead in the 
water to require immediate 
action.

After the pilot study’s 
release in September, 
the state recommended 
schools to move ahead with 
their own testing programs, 
but so far only two school 
districts have worked with 
the Department of Health 
to carry out the tests.

The state quietly released 
its proposal for testing all 
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From left, Ed Dorman, James Courcelle, Ray Jackson, Barry Cupoli, Marcia McCormack, 
Rick LaCroix and Ray Dean pose for a photo in Rutland in November.

OUTDOOR FINDINGS

Pest district 
requests more 
budget money

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

PITTSFORD — The local 
mosquito district is asking 
its member towns for more 
money in 2019.

Pittsford Town Manager 
John Haverstock said Thurs-
day the BLSG Insect Con-
trol District sent the town 
a letter on Dec. 17 saying 
Pittsford’s assessment for 
the 2019-20 fiscal year is 
$34,835, plus $17,750 for 
Pittsford’s buy-in to the 
district. A copy of the letter, 
provided to the Herald, 
included no explanation 
for the increase.

Haverstock sa id this 
represents a 38 percent 
increase over the previous 
year. He said he believes 
an increase in the cost of 
insect spray and litigation 
costs stemming from a law-
suit filed during summer 
against the state by the 
Boston-based Toxics Action 
Center are the cause.

According to its website, 

the BLSG Insect Control 
District was formed in 1979 
as a municipal district with 
the mission of reducing “... 
levels of mosquitoes for 
better quality of life and 
improved health of our 
citizens.”

Its website says it’s funded 
by the state and dues paid 
by member towns. The 
BLSG is named for the 
towns Brandon, Leicester, 
Salisbury and Goshen. Pitts-
ford joined last year.

Proctor, while not a mem-
ber of the district, does 
receive services, which it 
budgets for, according to 
Proctor Town Manager Stan 
Wilbur. He said Friday the 
town has been budgeting 
$15,000 per year for services 
and will likely level-fund 
that amount for the coming 
fiscal year.

According to Seth Hop-
kins, chairman of the Bran-
don Select Board, this year 

By KATE BARCELLOS

STAFF WRITER

If the school is warm and 
ready, so too is the wave of 
yellow school buses carrying 
Rutland County’s children 
safely to and from school.

“We, as bus drivers — 
we’re the beginning of 
their day and the end of 
their day,” said Mike Lee, 
driver for Otter Valley Uni-
fied Union School District. 
“They spend two hours with 
you, depending on how 
long they have to ride. They 

trust you. They develop a 
feeling of safety.”

Becoming a bus driver 
may not require an inherent 
passion for “school bus yel-
low,” the federally regulated 
color for all school buses, or 
a penchant for driving large 
vehicles, but they become 
the surrogate parents, 
friends and guardians of the 
thousands of children they 
ferry every day.

The journey  s tar ted 
32 years ago for Katrina 
Fielder, a driver for the 

district. Her son was going 
into kindergarten and she 
needed a job.

“You feel like they’re your 
kids and a part of your fam-
ily,” Fielder said. “They love 
you. They really do.”

For some, the job is 
inherited.

“It’s in my family,” said 
Rutland City driver Marcia 
McCormack. “My father 
drove public transit for 30 
years.”

VT. SCHOOLS

Evan Chamberlin, 9, drinks 
from a water fountain at 
Union Elementary School in 
Montpelier. Union Elemen-
tary was one of the few 
schools that voluntarily 
tested its water for lead 
following a state-spon-
sored pilot study.

HOWARD WEISS-TISMAN / VPR PHOTO

Bus drivers reflect on the job
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