
“I don’t think either 

side wants war, but 

both sides do want 

leverage. We’re in for 

a rough ride.”

Cliff Kupchan, a chairman at 
the Eurasia Group and longtime 

Iran watcher, commenting 
on US-Iran tensions after the 
news that Iran had broken 

the limit set on its stockpile of 
low-enriched uranium by its 
2015 nuclear deal with world 

powers. B4

Coming soon
Taco Experiment, a local 

taqueria, is set to open this 

week in the old Tot’s Diner 

location in Poultney.  A2

Held in jail
A Brandon man is being held 

in jail after an alleged shoot-

ing incident on Saturday.   A3
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By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

A criminal court judge has 
rejected a constitutional challenge 
of charges brought against a Ben-
nington man for allegedly violating 
one of the gun control laws sup-
ported by Gov. Phil Scott in 2018.

Max B. Misch, 36, was arraigned 
in Bennington criminal court in 

February on two misdemeanor 
counts of possessing large-capacity 
magazines.

The charges were brought by the 
Vermont Attorney General’s Office. 
While Assistant Attorney General 
Ultan Doyle handled the arraign-
ment, Vermont Attorney General 
T.J. Donovan was in Bennington for 
the hearing.

He said he believed Misch was 
the first person charged for the 
offense since Vermont outlawed 
large-capacity magazines.

Misch challenged the charges 
based on two arguments. The 
Vermont Constitution guaran-
tees the right of Vermonters to 
bear arms, Misch argued, and the 
grandfather provision allowing 

some Vermonters to own large-ca-
pacity magazines violates the com-
mon benefits clause of the state 
constitution.

Judge William Cohen, in a deci-
sion filed on June 28, rejected both 
of Misch’s arguments.

“Over 240 years ago, the people 

Gun laws upheld in case

ROBERT LAYMAN / STAFF PHOTO

Ethan Davidson, 3, left, plays in the sand with Kieran Satterberg, 11 months, at the Pittsford Village Farm Monday afternoon. A loosely organized 
parent group called “The Neighborhood” brings their children for a weekly play date every Monday.

Kinney Drugs pulls e-cigarettes
By SARAH ASCH

CORRESPONDENT

Kinney Drugs announced Friday 
it would stop selling e-cigarette and 
vaping products in its 22 Vermont 
stores starting Monday. This fol-
lows a trend of both independent 
and chain pharmacies that have 
stopped selling some or all tobacco 

products in their stores in Vermont 
and across the country.

According to a press release, Kin-
ney Drugs decided to stop selling 
vaping products to reduce access 
for children and teens.

“This decision is in response to 
alarming statistics demonstrating 
that these products are increasingly 

being used by teens and children,” 
the release stated. “According to 
the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC), tobacco use 
among children grew nearly 38% 
between 2017 and 2018, driven 
largely by a surge in e-cigarette 
use.”

This decision by the pharmacy 

goes into effect the same day as the 
statewide tax increase of 92% on 
e-cigarettes and vaping products 
that Gov. Phil Scott approved in 
late May.

Sarah Cosgrove,  a respira -
tory therapist and education 
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Ocean State Job Lots manager Rob Couras adjusts a rack of shorts Monday. The store opened 
in the former Hobby Lobby space Thursday and will have a grand opening later this month.

FUN AT THE FARM

Bill aimed at 
helping state 

airports develop
By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

CLARENDON — Part 
of a bill signed into law 
last month aims to make 
it easier for state airports 
to develop, especially with 
regards to solar energy and 
electric charging stations 
for cars and airplanes.

House Rep. Michael Mar-
cotte, R-Newport, vice chair 
of the House Committee on 
Commerce and Economic 
Development, said in an 
interview Monday he spon-
sored the section of S.162 
that has to do with state-
owned airport permitting.

Marcotte said every 10 
years the state updates the 
“Vermont Airport System 
Plan,” and is in the process 
of doing so now. S.162, 
among many other things, 
requires state-owned air-
ports have in their plans the 
adding of electric vehicle 
charging stations for both 
cars and aircraft.

Marcotte said there’s only 
one company in Vermont 
that he’s aware of that is 
working on electric aircraft, 
but that may change as the 

technology improves and 
proliferates.

BETA, based in South 
Burlington, according to 
its website, says it’s working 
on building electric air-
craft and electric aircraft 
charging technology.

Marcotte’s bill does a 
number of other things for 
state airports as well, namely 
streamlining the permitting 
process for new construc-
tion and allowing state 
agencies to waive associated 
permitting fees. It also calls 
for solar panels to be added 
at airports where it’s practi-
cal to do so. Marcotte said 
the vision for this was to put 
the arrays on rooftops and 
similar structures.

He said this effort began 
last session, but other things 
the Legislature was working 
on overshadowed it for a 
time. Marcotte said this 
was added near the end of 
the most recent legislative 
session and passed fairly 
easily, as it was supported 
by lawmakers and the Scott 
administration.

Ocean State Job Lots opens 
By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

Ocean State Job Lots 
opened quietly late last 
week and is already doing 
strong business.

Manager Rob Couras 
said that what looked like 
a reasonable crowd for a 
Monday afternoon was 
actually slow compared to 
the customer traffic he’d 
seen since Rutland’s new-
est store opened its doors 
at 12:30 p.m. Thursday.

“ I t ’s  been  busy, ”  he 
s a i d .  “ I  t h i n k  w e ’ r e 
doing a lot better than 
expected. When we do a 
soft opening, we expect it 
to be very soft. The doors 
open at 8 and we have 
people here at 9 o’clock. 
I’ve had one lady who’s 
been here every day.”

O c e a n  S t a t e  J o b 
L o t s  i s  t h e  n e w e s t 
occupant  of  the space 
beh ind  Pa nera  Br ea d 
on South Main Street . 

The 47,000-square-foot 
building previously held 
a Hannaford and then 
a  H o b b y  L o b b y.  T h e 
store is planning a grand 
opening on July 13. In 
addition to holding a rib-
bon-cutting, it will mark 
the occasion by donating 
a tractor-trailer full  of 
food to a local food bank. 
Couras touted the com-
pany’s charitable giving, 

Today
‘TUNESDAYS’ 

ON THE FARM

Featuring Krishna Guthrie. A social 

gathering for friends and neighbors 

with live, local music. Share dinner, 

music and games. Bring a blanket 

and a picnic dinner, or visit our food 

vendors. $5 per family suggested 

donation, 6-8 p.m. Pittsford Village 

Farm, 42 Elm Street, Pittsford, info@

pittsfordvillagefarm.org.

VERMONT STORES

See Case, page  A10

RUTLAND STORE

See Bill, page  A10

See Vaping, page  A10

See Store, page  A10


