
DID YOU 
KNOW?
You can get a print of that 
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SolarFest 2022
The official announcement 

was made Wednesday that 

SolarFest has found a perma-

nent home in Brandon.  B5

Check it out online at 
www.rutlandherald.com/archive
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Present meets past

Path found past reservoir

By JIM SABATASO

STAFF WRITER

S
tudents are digging into 
the past at Castleton 
University.

More than two dozen students 
from CU, Northern Vermont Uni-
versity and the Community College 
of Vermont recently participated 
in a month-long historical survey as 
part of CU’s ongoing Hidden His-
tory Project. The project explores 

the history of the Castleton area 
through collaborative, interdisci-
plinary research using archeology, 
history and geography.

Currently, the project is focused 
on the Granger House property 
on the CU campus, a historic early 
19th-century home the school is 
slowly converting into a museum 
and learning laboratory.

During the past month, students 
conducted an archeological dig 

and historical analysis of the prop-
erty to get a better understanding 
of its past inhabitants. The dig 
was supported by a grant from 
the National Endowment for the 
Humanities.

Students, who participated in the 
project lived on campus, earned six 
credits and received a stipend.

Matthew Moriarty, director of 
archeology at CU, led the dig.

He said students used 

ground-penetrating radar to 
identify various features on the 
property, including the home’s 
original cistern, which is still intact.

“It seems to have been part of 
a relatively sophisticated water 
management system,” he said.

They also uncovered what 
they believe is the location of the 
house’s privy, or outhouse.

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

City officials have found a way 
to get the Velomont Trail past the 
reservoir, but it means trail design-
ers will have to figure out how to 
cross a brook.

Local organizers of the effort to 
build a Long Trail-like network of 

connected mountain biking trails 
running the length of the state 
came to the city earlier this year 
about skirting the southern side 
of the reservoir to bridge a gap 
between Chittenden and North-
wood Park in Rutland Town. Orga-
nizers met with initial resistance 
from the city’s Department of 

Public Works, which revisited the 
issue after the group went to the 
Board of Aldermen.

“Our number one priority is 
managing the city’s water system 
infrastructure, which includes the 
watershed, reservoir and filtration 
plant in order to deliver clean, 
safe water to all the customers we 

service,” Rotondo said during a 
Public Works Committee meeting 
on Wednesday. “In our eyes, noth-
ing trumps that.”

Rotondo said the city did allow 
public access to the grounds until 
2017, when it was officially closed 

PROVIDED PHOTO

From left, Noah Distefano, Jessica Howard, Dave Lacy and Professor Matthew Moriarty sift through dirt looking for artifacts at the Granger House 
property in Castleton last week.
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Chloe Flood and her grandmother Diane Bryant peruse the LittleFreeLibrary.org book-sharing box at River 
Street Park on Friday after lunch and ice cream at the Village Snack Bar.

LITTLE FREE LIBRARY

Castleton University students uncover the past

See Dig, page  A5

Note to readers
Due to an early press start, 

the Money & Markets stocks 

and the Eye on the Sky 

weather were unavailable. Visit 

www.fairbanksmuseum.org/

eye-on-the-sky or for up-to-

date local weather.

POSSIBILITY FOR VELOMONT TRAIL

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

The city got a nudge this week concerning 
the public entrance to the police station.

Resident Ron Hemenway appeared before 
the Board of Aldermen on Monday evening 
saying that despite the problem having 
been brought to the board’s attention at an 
event organized by the Vermont Center for 
Independent Living (VCIL), people who 
use wheelchairs or walkers remain unable to 
enter the Rutland City Police Department 
on their own.

Hemenway said VCIL’s Rutland office 
brought the issue to the city seven years ago, 
suggesting then that the department install 
automatic doors.

“Pretty much everybody seemed to agree 
at that time,” he said. “However, since that 

Advocate 
knocks on 

RCPD doors

See Doors, page  A5

See Trail, page  A5

Lax star
Rutland junior Karsyn 

Bellomo plays her best in 

big games and earned a 

lacrosse honor for her strong 

season.  B1


