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“He always believed 

the world would 

be right in the end, 

and he based that 

hope on the young 

people.”

Ryan Cooper, of Massachusetts, 
whose friendship with diarist 

Anne Frank’s father, Otto Frank, 
produced dozens of letters and 
several face-to-face meetings. 

The correspondence will be 
donated to the U.S. Holocaust 

Memorial Museum in Washington     
                                         B4

Family portraits
Artist in residence, pho-

tographer Adeline Praud, 

of Nantes, France, invites 

residents to the new Opera 

House digs of 77ART to 

pose for photos she is putting 

together celebrating families, 

new-fangled and traditional.  
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Thursday
CHALK

Bedrock of Fly Fishing. Film screen-

ing with whiskey tasting and a silent 

auction in support of the Moon Brook 

trout habitat restoration project. $15, 

6 p.m. Paramount Theater, 30 Center 

St., Rutland, tuswvt@gmail.com.

By KATE BARCELLOS

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — The unre-
stricted right of Vermont’s women 
to access abortion services was 
secured Monday evening with the 
stroke of Gov. Phil Scott’s pen.

“Like many Vermonters, I have 
consistently supported a woman’s 
right to choose, which is why today 

I signed H.57 into law,” Scott said 
in a statement. “This legislation 
affirms what is already allowable 
in Vermont — protecting repro-
ductive rights and ensuring those 
decisions remain between a woman 
and her health care provider.”

“Given what’s happening at a 
national level, I think there’s a lot 
of astonishment and outrage at the 

lengths the opposition will go to 
take away rights of people who can 
get pregnant,” said Lucy Leriche, 
vice president of public policy for 
Planned Parenthood in Vermont. 
“What we have seen is an incredible 
outpouring of support from advo-
cacy organizations, Vermonters and 
the Legislature.”

The Vermont Right to Life 

Committee released a statement 
accusing Scott of harming Ver-
mont’s women and girls by signing 
the “anti-life” bill.

“H.57 goes beyond Roe v. Wade 
and may well be the most radical 
anti-life law in the nation,” Sharon 
Toborg, policy analyst for Vermont 

Vt. preserves right to choose
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As graduates from area schools are tossing caps the second-graders at Rutland’s Northeast Primary School are tossing beach balls. The students 
hosted a beach-themed party Monday afternoon to celebrate the end of the year.

Governor vetoes new gun bill
By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

A year after he signed the 
most sweeping gun legisla-
tion in Vermont’s history, 
Gov. Phil Scott decided not 
to take it a step further.

The governor on Mon-
day vetoed S.169, a bill 
introduced by the Senate 
Judiciary Committee that 

would  have  crea ted  a 
24-hour waiting period for 
handgun purchases.

The bill was frequently 
touted as a suicide-preven-
tion measure. While gun 
control organizations like 
Giffords’ — the national 
group started by former 
congresswoman Gabrielle 
Giffords — pointed at 

studies broadly linking 
tighter gun control laws to 
decreases in suicide, the 
Vermont Federation of 
Sportsmen’s Clubs (VFSC) 
pointed out that only 6% of 
suicides in Vermont involve 
guns, and almost all of 
those guns had been owned 
for more than 24 hours.

Even so, VFSC president 

Chris Bradley said the orga-
nization was involved in a 
project distributing litera-
ture to gun-shop owners on 
how to spot and deal with 
customers at risk of suicide.

“Gun-shop owners don’t 
want to sell to people who 
are going to kill them-
selves,” he said on Tuesday. 
“Owners don’t want that on 

their conscience.”
Ultimately, Bradley said, 

the bill would have vio-
lated the rights of Vermont 
gun-buyers to no apprecia-
ble benefit.

“I believe it is well-inten-
tioned,” he said. “I believe 
it is by people who are 
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Stafford Technical Center students Isabella Turner-Burrell, left, and her sister, Lily, get advice 
from Rutland City firefighter Matt Cook as they practice moving a life-sized dummy during 
training with their Public Safety and Criminal Justice class at the fire station Tuesday.

BEACH LIFE

$6.6 million in  
grants awarded
By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

About $400,000 is being 
awarded to land conserva-
tion efforts in Stowe and 
Mount Holly, with a few 
million more being distrib-
uted to affordable housing 
projects across the state.

The Vermont Housing 
& Conservation Board 
( V H C B )  a n n o u n c e d 
Tuesday the awarding of 
$6,656,970 in grants to 
organizations in Addison, 
Orleans, Lamoille, Wind-
ham, Rutland and Chitten-
den counties.

In Mount Holly, VHCB 
awarded $200,000 to a 
partnership between the 
Vermont Department of 
Forests, Parks and Recre-
ation, Vermont Land Trust 
and Mount Holly Conserva-
tion Trust to purchase 340 
acres of land that will link 
Okemo State Forest to the 
Green Mountain National 
Forest.  The land is off 
Route 155, according to a 
VHCB statement.

Gus Seelig, executive 
director of VHCB, said in 
an interview Tuesday these 
awards are funded through 
a mix of state and federal 
money. He said about two 

years ago, the state put $37 
million towards affordable 
housing, which is raised 
through selling bonds, so 
some of that money is being 
used in these grants. He 
said for every $1 awarded 
for land conservation, 
about $1.50 is being used 
for affordable housing.

The federal  funding 
s o u r c e s  a r e  t h e  U . S . 
Department of Housing 
and Urban Development, 
and the USDA Natural 
Resources Conservation 
Service.

When it comes to who 
gets a grant, Seelig said a 
number of criteria are con-
sidered. With regards to 
land conservation, VHCB 
likes to conserve farmland 
and areas that are ecolog-
ically important or have 
recreational opportunities.

In Stowe, $200,000 was 
awarded to the Stowe Land 
Trust to help it acquire 750 
acres of forest on the west 
side of the Worcester Range, 
which it will then turn over 
to the Department of For-
ests, Parks and Recreation. 
The entire acquisition is for 
$5.5 million. The purchase 

Stafford Technical Center 
program visits city firehouse

By SARAH ASCH

CORRESPONDENT

Lily and Isabella Turn-
er-Burrell, students in the 
Public Safety and Criminal 
Justice program at 
Stafford Technical 
Center, watched care-
fully Tuesday after-
noon as firefighter David 
Webinski tied a figure-eight 
knot behind the Rutland 
City Fire Station. The Turn-
er-Burrell twins, along with 

five of their classmates, have 
spent the past two days at 
the station learning practi-
cal skills that firefighters use 
on the job.

L i l y ,  w h o 
along with her 
sister just grad-
u a t e d  f r o m 

West Rutland High School, 
said her interest in the Pub-
lic Safety program stems 
from her desire to help 
people.

“I have always loved help-
ing people, and ever since 
I was young I’ve wanted to 
do something with the law 
enforcement and health 
careers,” she said.

The fire station was the 
last stop in a busy year 
during which students 
visited the Vermont Air 
National Guard, partic-
ipated in the statewide 

GOV. SCOTT SIGNS H.57
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