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THE ARTS
“Who’s Afraid of 

Virginia Woolf”  
at Weston.
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Bulletins

MAPLE MUSEUM SET  
TO REOPEN

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 
Staff Writer

PITTSFORD — The New England Maple 

Museum has new owners.

Rhonda and Tom Gadhue, of Lincoln, 

bought the museum June 3 and had a soft 

opening in early July.

“My husband travels this route for work,” 

said Rhonda Gadhue on Tuesday. “He’d 

driven by a couple of times and saw the ‘for 

sale’ sign, so he came home one day and 

said, ‘You’ll never guess what’s for sale.’ I said, 

‘I have no idea.’ He said, ‘The New England 

Maple Museum!’ and I said, ‘No, thank you.’ “

Gadhue got over her initial misgivings, 

however, and the couple have undertaken 

RUTLAND 
CITY NATIVE 

WILL BE NEXT 
SCULPTURE

By PATRICK MCARDLE
Staff Writer

The newest addition to the 

Rutland Sculpture Trail will 

be, like its subject, the first of 

its kind.

Martin Henry Freeman, a 

Rutland native who became 

the first African-American 

president of an American 

college, the Allegheny Insti-

tute, will be the next portrait 

sculpture in a series that 

has depicted a scene from 

“The Jungle Book,” Olympic 

champion skier Andrea Mead 

Lawrence headed down a 

mountain and members of a 

black Civil War regiment in 

battle.

The Freeman piece, which 

is being sculpted now at West 

Rutland’s Carving Studio 

& Sculpture Center, was 

designed by Mark Burnett, of 

Leominster, Massachusetts.

Burnett has taken classes 

at the Carving Studio and 

provided some photographs 

of family members who were 

members of the 54th Massa-

chusetts Regiment that were 

used to create the piece that 

is near the corner of Center 

Street and Merchants Row.

“It was important for me 

because I can’t imagine in 

that time, in that period, 

CSJ SHARES FUTURE PLANS
By PATRICK MCARDLE
Staff Writer

About 50 people attended a 

public meeting last Wednesday to 

hear about potential future plans 

for the use of College of St. Joseph 

as a “center for innovation and 

excellence.”

Robert Zulkoski, chairman and 

managing partner of Vermont 

Works, an investment firm that has 

partnered with the college, offered 

an encouraging word about the 

ambitious plans to revive the 

working space, living space and 

event space on campus for new 

uses.

“I think the most important 

thing to know is, I don’t think 

any of us would be spending the 

time or spending the money if we 

didn’t think this was viable, right? 

We’ve done enough work ahead of 

time — yes, there’s no shortage of 

heavy lifting going forward that we 

need to do, and everyone in this 

room plays a critical component in 

helping us because the main ben-

eficiary, hopefully, for this whole 

thing is the community — but we 

wouldn’t be doing this if we didn’t 

think we could do it,” he said.

Under pressure from the New 

England Commission of Higher 

Education to demonstrate the 

college’s future financial sustain-

ability, the board of directors at the 

college, or CSJ, decided to close 

the doors as a degree-granting 

institution. The last class graduated 

at the end of the 2018-19 academic 

year.

In June, Dr. Jennifer Scott, 

president of the college, said 

her staff and staff from Vermont 

Works and Vermont Innovation 

Commons were working together 

to create a plan that would allow 

future education opportunities at 

the school.

On Wednesday, more details 

were provided about the vision for 
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New owners of the New England Maple Museum in Pittsford Rhonda and Tom Gadhue pose for a photo at the museum on last week.
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Liters of maple syrup from Tom and Rhonda Gadhue’s Solar Sweet Maple Farm in 
Lincoln are on sale at the New England Maple Museum in Pittsford.

FIRST BLACK COLLEGE PRESIDENT

PATRICK MCARDLE / STAFF PHOTO

Mark Burnett, right, of Leominster, Mass., designed and created 
the model of Martin Henry Freeman, that will be recreated by 
local sculptor Don Ramey, seen here at the Carving Studio & 
Sculpture Center in West Rutland. The finished sculpture will 
become part of the Rutland Sculpture Trail. SEE MUSEUM, PAGE 8

SEE FUTURE, PAGE 4

SEE SCULPTURE, PAGE 5


