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  READER NOTE

  LOCAL

Just as a reminder: In 

March we also suspended 

all walk-in traffic to our 

offices. While the governor 

has lifted restrictions on 

some retail outlets, our 

offices remain closed. 

We encourage our loyal 

subscribers and advertisers 

to call us when paying bills, 

renewing subscriptions, 

placing ads or sharing 

news tips. Our customer 

service representatives are 

eager to assist you. Feel 

free to call 800-244-2131. 

We are grateful for your 

support, and wish you all 

good health.

  ONLINE

Insta

Like us on Facebook 
to enjoy Rutland 
Herald videos and 
podcasts: facebook.
com/rutlandherald

Get access to organizations and people in our area that need 

your help or can provide help during the Coronavirus crisis.

Get access to organizations

your help or can provide he

We are proud to partner with the Be A Neighbor campaign to

mobilize communities across the country to serve their needs

WWW.RUTLANDHERALD.COM/VOLUNTEER

ONLINE
 WWW.RUTLANDHERALD.COM    FRIDAY, MAY 29, 2020   

Check it out online at 
www.rutlandherald.com/archive

Rutland Herald 

archives online 

back to the fi rst 

edition in 1794

Somewhere in 

Rutland history is an 

article about you, a 

relative or a friend 

playing high school 

sports. Or an ad for 

a place that brings 

back good memories.

Or an event you were 

connected to. Use this 

archive to remember 

the past and learn 

about our history. 
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 � MAY 28, 2020 MIDDAY DRAWS

Midday: 3-6-3and 5-8-0-2
New York State
0-6-8LS14 and 5-6-9-2LS22

 � MAY 27, 2020 DRAW

Powerball: 38-58-59-64-68 
PB:21

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

MONTPELIER, Vt. — The Ver-
mont Department of Corrections 
said Thursday it has completed 
testing of inmates and staff at the 
Rutland prison for the virus that 
causes COVID-19 and no cases were 
detected.

The department announced the 
results of the tests of 117 inmates 
and 87 staff members of the Mar-
ble Valley Regional Correctional 
Facility.

Vermont now has completed test-
ing of all inmates and staff at four 
of the state’s six correctional facil-
ities. Additional tests are planned.

Earlier in the course of the pan-
demic, 45 inmates from the North-
west State Correctional Facility in 
St. Albans tested positive for the 
virus. Most of the infected inmates 
were moved to a special surge site 

set up at the St. Johnsbury correc-
tions complex until they recovered 
and could be moved back to St. 
Albans. Those inmates are now 
considered to be “in recovery� after 
two negative tests for the COVID-19 
virus.

HEALTH CARE SERVICES
The Department of Veterans 

Affairs hospital in White River Junc-
tion is the latest Vermont health 
care facility to announce plans to 
resume providing some services as 
COVID-19 restrictions are eased in 
the state.

The Vermont VA hospital says 
it will begin reintroducing some 
face-to-face services on Monday, 
June 1. Veterans, family members 
and others who visit must con-
tinue to call prior to visiting the 

hospital, unless there is a medical 
emergency.

A number of other Vermont 
hospitals have begun offering 
some regular services.

On Friday, Vermont Gov. Phil 
Scott is expected to announce con-
tinued plans to reopen the state.

THE NUMBERS
For the second day in a row, 

the Vermont Health Department 
reported Thursday that there are 
no patients hospitalized in the 
state who have been diagnosed 
with COVID-19.

The state says there are 17 peo-
ple hospitalized who are being 
investigated for COVID-19.

The state did report four new 
positive tests for the coronavirus, 
up four, bringing the statewide 

total to almost 975. The state 
has now reported a total of 55 
deaths.

DENTAL INSURANCE RELIEF
The Vermont Department of 

Financial Regulation has approved 
a plan by Northeast Delta Dental, 
Vermont’s largest provider of den-
tal benefits, to provide premium 
relief to approximately 70,000 
Vermonters after most dental ser-
vices were suspended due to the 
pandemic.

The state says the premium 
relief will generally be equal to 
one month’s premium and will be 
reflected as a credit on a customer’s 
July bill.

Financial Regulation is reviewing 
refund plans submitted by other 
dental insurers.

Vermont tests Rutland prison; 
no coronavirus cases found
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ANCHORAGE, Alaska 
— Thomas Waerner won 
this year’s Iditarod Trail 
Sled Dog Race in March, 
but he is still waiting to 
return to his home in 
Norway.

Waerner and his 16 dogs 
have been stranded in 
Alaska by travel restrictions 
and flight cancellations 
caused by the coronavirus 
pandemic, The Anchorage 
Daily News reported 
Saturday.

“I like Alaska a lot,” 
Waerner said. “It’s kind of 
my dream place. But I have 
a family.”

Waerner has five children 
and 35 other sled dogs in 
Torpa, Norway. He missed 
the 10th birthday of one 
of his children and misses 
morning coffee with his wife, 
Guro, who left Alaska in 
March shortly before health 
restrictions stopped travel.

The 47-year-old plans to 
fly home in early June on a 
DC-6 aircraft bound for the 

Air History Museum in Sola, 
Norway.

Everts Air Cargo of Fair-
banks is selling the historic 
plane, and Waerner said 
the museum is expected to 
finalize the deal this week.

“We are hitchhiking,” 
Waerner said. “The plane is 
going to Norway, and we are 
going with them. We are so 
lucky.”

Prior to the trip Waerner 
is expected to undergo a 
COVID-19 test and collect 
his dogs from a kennel in 

Salcha owned by fellow 
musher Arleigh Reynolds.

Waerner said he has 
friends in the Alaska towns 
of Ester and Salcha and 
often spends a few days 
around Fairbanks after the 
Iditarod. This year, a few 
days turned into more than 
a few weeks and Waerner is 
ready to resume his normal 
life.

“My wife has been 
taking care of 35 dogs, 
the kids, and working as a 
veterinarian,” he said. Once 

he returns home, “ ‘yes, 
dear,’ will be the answer for 
everything,” he said.

For most people, the new 
coronavirus causes mild 
or moderate symptoms, 
such as fever and cough 
that clear up in two to 
three weeks. For some, 
especially older adults and 
people with existing health 
problems, it can cause more 
severe illness, including 
pneumonia, and death. The 
vast majority of people 
recover.

Virus strands Norway’s racer 
in Alaska after Iditarod win
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In this March 18, 2020, photo, Thomas Waerner, of Norway, celebrates in Nome, Alaska, his win in the Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race. Waerner is still 
waiting to return to his home in Norway. Waerner and his 16 dogs have been stranded in Alaska by travel restrictions and flight cancellations caused 
by the coronavirus pandemic.


