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Raiders win
Rutland High School made 
fewer mistakes than Bur-
lington/South Burlington 
to pull off a 22-6 victory in 
Division I play at Alumni 
Field.  
                                 B1

Purdue problem
New York’s AG alleges 
Purdue Pharma owners hid 
$1 billion for themselves.                                                                               
                                 B5

Go green
Tips and tricks to maxi-
mize the output of your 
garden as fall comes 
around.  C6

Saving grace
“If we are serious about 
tackling the biggest chal-
lenge facing people and 
the planet today, there 
is one thing we can do 
that will make the biggest 
difference: Talk to one 
another.”  C7

VSO performs
The Vermont Symphony 
Orchestra, guest con-
ducted by Sarah Hicks, 
presents “Brubeck for 
Two,” with violinist Jaime 
Laredo and cellist Sharon 
Robinson.  D1
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By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

CASTLETON — There’s 
money to be made in the 
cannabis industry, but the 
disconnect between state 
and federal law needs fix-
ing, according to speakers 
at Castleton University’s 
cannabis studies confer-
ence, held Friday.

About 100 people gath-
ered in Hoff Hall to hear 
from Lt. Gov. David Zuck-
erman and half a dozen 
others with influence in 
the state’s cannabis scene 
at the conference. Dubbed 
“Cannabis: The Vermont 
Way,” the conference was 
hosted by the school’s new 
Cannabis Studies Certificate 
Program.

“It’s not a panacea, it’s 
not going to save the world 
to change our laws, but it 
is remarkable how many 

different aspects of our 
lives, our culture, of our 
society, that this plant has 
the opportunity to adjust,” 
Zuckerman said after thank-
ing the school for taking 

the lead in this area.
Z u c k e r m a n  w a s  t h e 

event’s keynote speaker. 
He spoke about the ben-
efits of a regulated canna-
bis market and suggested 

people be a source of good 
information for their local 
legislators.

“The big elephant in the 
room is the federal stum-
bling blocks regarding the 
scheduling and banking,” 
said audience member, 
Nancy Kaplan, owner of 
Poultney Meadows Farm 
in Poultney. “We have con-
cerns about how it’s legal in 
Vermont, but in other states 
you heard about the feds 
saying ‘OK, we don’t care 
about the state laws, we’re 
gonna get ya.’”

She said her farm is 
exploring hemp and related 
products, and there are 
numerous questions about 
how to proceed.

“I think an important 
distinction to make, when 
we’re looking to add bank-
ing, specifically, to this 
industry, is hemp versus 

adult use,” said Tim Fair, 
of Vermont Cannabis Solu-
tions, a Vermont law firm 
dedicated to cannabis-re-
lated issues. Fair was on 
the conference’s first panel 
addressing the financial 
side of cannabis and social 
justice.

He said hemp, defined 
as “the cannabis sativa 
plant containing less than 
0.3 percent THC delta-
9,” was made legal by the 
federal Farm Bill, which 
passed in January. He said 
it allows banks to work with 
funds made from hemp 
and hemp-derived CBD 
products.

“We’re starting to see 
banks like the Vermont 
State Employees Credit 
Union, which is kind of our 
No. 1 go-to, Brattleboro 

Banking on cannabis
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RCPS Interim Superintendent Dave Wolk and Rutland City 
Mayor David Allaire meet at City Hall on Friday.

Court rejects public records fee
By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

The American Civil Liberties 
Union of Vermont is calling a deci-
sion from the Vermont Supreme 
Court released on Friday, which says 
the Burlington Police Department 
can’t force someone to pay money 
in order to watch an officer’s body 
camera footage, a victory for access 
to public records and transparency 
for state government.

The close decision, in which two 
of the justices dissented, concludes 
that “state agencies may not charge 
for staff time spent responding to 
requests to inspect public records 
pursuant to the (Public Records 
Act).”

“The PRA explicitly directs courts 
to ‘liberally construe’ the (PRA) to 
‘provide for free and open exam-
ination of records.’ ... ‘(The PRA) 
represents a strong policy favoring 

access to public documents and 
records.’ This policy is based on 
the Legislature’s acknowledgment 
that ‘open access to governmental 
records is a fundamental precept of 
our society’ and ‘it is in the public 
interest to enable any person to 
review and criticize decisions (of 
officers of government,)’ who are 
‘trustees and servants of the peo-
ple.’ … Given this legislative policy, 
we should ‘resolve any doubt in 

favor of disclosure,’” the decision 
reads.

The ACLU represented Ver-
monter Reed Doyle in the case.

According to the decision, Doyle 
saw officers with the Burlington 
Police Department interacting with 
young people near Roosevelt Park 
in Burlington in June 2017. Doyle 
said he saw what he believed was 

Mayor, new super look ahead
By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

The two Daves believe 
there will be opportunties 
to collaborate and benefit 
all Rutland residents.

David Wolk, who started 
a term as interim super-
intendent of Rutland City 
Schools on Wednesday, met 
with Mayor David Allaire on 
Friday at his City Hall office.

“ I  d o n ’t  k n o w  w h a t 
they are yet, but there are 
going to be tremendous 

opportunities for us to 
work together and expand 
opportunities for residents, 
students and save money at 
the same time,” Wolk said 
after speaking with Allaire 
for about 45 minutes.

Wolk said he was still in 
the initial stages of re-en-
gaging with the Rutland 
City School system.

Allaire said he believed 
he had already had a “great 
relationship” with the city’s 
schools both in his time as 

mayor and as a member of 
the board of aldermen.

“What Dave and I talked 
about  was ,  ‘Wel l ,  how 
can we expand on those 
(relationships)? Are there 
opportunities for more col-
laboration?’ Like anything 
else, there always are oppor-
tunities. Some of the things 
that we already do well 
together are recreational 
programs. I think there’s a 

FED LAW HAMPERS GROWTH
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Vermont Lt. Gov. David Zuckerman holds up a smart phone 
during his keynote address and exclaims, “This thing makes 
people more incapable of driving than cannabis” at a cannabis 
conference held at Castleton University on Friday afternoon.

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

Editor’s note: A recent report issued 
by the Roman Catholic Diocese of Ver-
mont listed 40 members of the clergy 
who had been accused of sex abuse 
and also served in parishes around 
Vermont during the past 50 or so years. 
Our ongoing coverage of the fallout of 
that long-awaited report and the years 
of abuse across the state, will include 
occasional stories of victims.

Dan Gilman said he was already 
at one of the lowest points in his 
life when he was molested by his 
now-defrocked priest, Edward 
Paquette.

“ I  h a d 
b r o k e n 
my neck in July 1972,” said Gil-
man, now 62. “I dove into an 
above-ground swimming pool ... 
broke my neck at the C4 level and 
was instantly paralyzed from the 

shoulders down. I was 15 at the 
time.”

Gilman said everyone at Rutland 
Regional Medical Center told 

h i m  h e 
w o u l d n ’ t 
g e t  o u t 

anytime soon, and he overheard 
a doctor saying his life expectancy 
was only nine years.

“I just shut down mentally,” he 
said. “Then, all of a sudden, Father 

Paquette waltzes into my life a week 
or so later.”

The priest gave Gilman commu-
nion, Gilman said, and told him 
that God could heal his injuries.

“The abuse started at the hospi-
tal while I was in traction — in bed 
with with weights attached to my 
skull,” he said. “He took credit for 
each little improvement and lack 

Priest abuse victim speaks out
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Chef Joe Lewi puts on a cooking with cannabis demo during a cannabis conference held at Castleton University on Friday afternoon. The conference was titled 
“Cannabis: The Vermont Way — A conversation about cannabis from business, advocacy, tax & regulation, cultivation, culinary, health and other perspectives.”
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