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podcasts: facebook.
com/rutlandherald

2Q Boost
The Raiders were down 12-0 

heading into the second 

quarter — that was before 

RHS quarterback Evan Pock-

ette led his team to a 35-12 

victory over Mill River.  B1

Healing broth
This week’s Food page 

advises the next time you 

want to make your family a 

healthful, healing chicken 

soup, why not roast the bird 

yourself and prepare a soup 

guaranteed to cure what ails 

you, especially if it’s hunger.  

                                    B6

Check it out online at 
www.rutlandherald.com/archive
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Somewhere in 

Rutland history is an 

article about you, a 

relative or a friend 

playing high school 

sports. Or an ad for 

a place that brings 

back good memories.

Or an event you were 

connected to. Use this 

archive to remember 

the past and learn 

about our history. 

Anger erupts in 1st debate 

Schools adapt to teaching the arts

Scott calls for more vigilance 

Garden Club 
is honored

By JONATHAN LEMIRE 

and WILL WEISSERT

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

CLEVELAND — Marked by 
angry interruptions and bitter accu-
sations, the first debate between 
President Donald Trump and 
Democratic challenger Joe Biden 
erupted in contentious exchanges 
Tuesday night over the coronavirus 

pandemic, job losses and how the 
Supreme Court will shape the 
future of the nation’s health care.

Fitting for an ugly campaign, the 
two men frequently talked over 
each other with Trump interrupt-
ing, nearly shouting, so often that 
Biden eventually snapped at him, 
“Will you shut up, man?”

“The fact is that everything he’s 

said so far is simply a lie,” Biden 
said. “I’m not here to call out his 
lies. Everybody knows he’s a liar.”

Trump and Biden arrived in 
Cleveland hoping the debate would 
energize their bases of support, 
even as they competed for the slim 
slice of undecided voters who could 
decide the election. It has been 
generations since two men asked 
to lead a nation facing such tumult, 
with Americans both fearful and 

impatient about the coronavirus 
pandemic that has killed more than 
200,000 of their fellow citizens and 
cost millions of jobs.

The vitriol exploded into the 
open when Biden attacked Trump’s 
handling of the pandemic, saying 
that the president “waited and 
waited” to act when the virus 
reached America’s shores and “still 

By JIM SABATASO

STAFF WRITER

For Cathy Archer, the-
ater arts teacher at Rutland 
High School, the show must 
go on.

The coronavirus pan-
demic  has  chal lenged 
teachers to adapt to new 
models of learning in order 
to educate from afar, and 

the arts are no exception.
Since March, Archer said 

she has been meeting with 
students virtually. She’s held 
improv classes on Zoom 
and even held a virtual 
talent show that aired on 
PEG-TV this summer.

“We keep finding ways 
to keep doing theater,” she 
said last week.

She is currently teaching 
an all-remote visual sto-
rytelling class for seventh 
graders at Rutland Middle 
School.

“We’re working on voice, 
and we’re doing a lot with 
creating stories through 
Google Slides and Google 
Docs, and getting to know 
each other,” she said.

Archer, who admitted 
she is not typically a tech 
savvy person, said she has 
become adept at incorpo-
rating new technology into 
her classroom.

“I think the biggest chal-
lenge is, you have to remind 
yourself that everything that 
you do takes twice as long 
as it does when you can just 

talk to people,” she said.
At RHS, which is on a 

hybrid model of alternating 
in-person and remote days, 
Archer is able to meet face-
to-face with students. The 
high school has an all-re-
mote option as well.

“I’m really fortunate, in 

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — State 
officials urge residents to 
stay vigilant in combating 
the coronavirus pandemic 
w i t h  t h e  s t a t e  s e e i n g 
increasing cases nearby.

At his regular news con-
ference Tuesday, Gov. Phil 
Scott said the state contin-
ues to do well in keeping 

cases down and Vermont 
has not seen a jump in 
cases that were expected at 
this time earlier in the year. 
The governor said that’s 
not the case elsewhere in 
the country, where some 
states continue to struggle. 
He said cases are on the rise 
regionally as well.

“I really need Vermonters 
to know how important it is 

to not become complacent. 
Vermonters have done an 
incredible job since March, 
following the guidance and 
protecting each other. But 
with the positive trends 
we’ve had for months, I 
know it can be easy to let 
your guard down and get 
out more, see more friends, 

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

The Rutland Garden 
Club has had a fertile year.

The organization’s work 
downtown has won it rec-
ognition from the National 
Garden Club. Zip Barnard, 
the club’s “media volun-
teer,” said the National Gar-
den Club Award goes to one 
organization each year, and 
this year it came to Rutland.

“We chose different flow-
ers for their durability, the 
color and the combination 
of thriller and spiller dis-
plays,” Barnard said. “The 
colors that are brought in 
are the thrillers. ... The 
spillers are the flowers that 
drop over the sides. ... I usu-
ally think they look great 
every year, but the colors 
were striking this year and 
keeping them watered was 
a challenge in this environ-
ment we had this year.”

The club was honored 
by the Federated Garden 
Clubs of Vermont for its 
“garden therapy” program.

“We go to the Meadows 
every year, and we work 
with them to create either 
a planting — a bulb and 
a planter they can have in 
their room — or work with 

manufactured botanicals,” 
Barnard said.

The club’s members are 
typically joined by students 
from either Christ the King 
School or the Boys & Girls 
Club.

“It is therapy for (the res-
idents) to have that interac-
tion every years,” Barnard 
said. “This year, because of 
COVID, we couldn’t get all 
the participation with kids 
we normally do.”

The club has about 65 
active members and 20 asso-
ciate members. In addition 
to the downtown plantings, 
which are assembled by the 
club and placed downtown 
by the Rutland Recreation 
and Parks Department, the 
club attends to numerous 
parks around the city and 
does the planting in the 
window boxes funded by 
individual downtown busi-
nesses. With autumn setting 
in, Barnard said the club 
will begin emptying the 
window boxes and cutting 
pine boughs for winter 
decorations.

“Their work is beautiful 
and when we have a proj-
ect that entails gardening, 

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

Sugar maple trees turn a fiery hue as foliage season starts to coat the hills with color on Friday afternoon along Cider Mill Road in Middlebury.

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

A snapping turtle crawls slowly from one side of Sunset Lake Road in Benson, to 
the other side on Tuesday afternoon. The turtle took his time, but he made it safely.

SUGAR MAPLES WEAR FALL COLORS

BENSON SNAPPER

OFFICIALS ON COVID-19

See Arts, page  A5

See Club, page  A5 See COVID, page  A5

Trump, Biden lash each other

See Debate, page  A5


