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“If we’re to order 

our young men and 

women ... to risk their 

lives in war, it should 

be on the basis of 

careful deliberation by 

the people’s elected 

legislature and not on 

the say-so of any one 

person.’’

Sen. Tim Kaine, D-Va., speaking 
to media after the Senate 

approved a bipartisan measure 
Thursday aimed at limiting 
President Donald Trump’s 

war-making powers. — B8

Minimum wage
The Vermont State Senate 
overrides Gov. Phil Scott’s 
veto of a bill that would 
increase the minimum wage 
to $12.55 over the next two 
years.  A3

Today
DEATH CAFÉ
A forum for people to openly 

discuss death and all that it 

encompasses. Share our thoughts, 

fears, plans and perhaps find an-

swers. Second Friday of every month. 

4-5 p.m. Godnick Adult Center, 1 Deer 

St., Rutland, eoldoula.rutlandvt@

gmail.com, 236-8569.

Academy exec to step down

Mixed business 
climate seen

Panel OKs solar designation

Waste district will refund surplus 

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

After nine years, Richard 
Gauthier, executive direc-
tor of the Criminal Justice 
Training Council, which 
runs the Vermont Police 
Academy, is stepping down 
when the current training 
class graduates.

Gauthier, who took the 
position after 30 years 
w i t h  t h e  B e n n i n g t o n 
Police Department, said 
life circumstances often 

indicate when you should 
do something.

“I decided it was simply 
my time to retire and move 
on to other things,” he said.

The police academy in 
Pittsford is where train-
ing takes place for all the 
recruits in the state so the 
recruits can become certi-
fied to be police officers in 
Vermont.

T h e  c u r r e n t  p o l i c e 

By PETER COBB

CORRESPONDENT

BARRE — The top three 
concerns for businesses 
around the state this year 
are the lack of qualified 
employees, the high cost of 
health insurance, and Ver-
mont’s high taxes, accord-
ing to recent survey results.

T h e  s a m e  c o n c e r n s 
topped a problem list in 
2016 when Davis & Hodg-
don Associates CPAs con-
ducted its first statewide 
economic survey.

Other issues of concern 
include high property taxes, 
internet security issues, 
“over-regulation” and the 
an increase to the state’s 
minimum wage.

“Not surprisingly, the 
key issues of over-taxation 
and the need for eco-
nomic development and 
an improved workforce 
environment remain at the 
forefront of business own-
ers’ minds,” said Bret Hodg-
don, managing partner for 
Davis & Hodgdon.

The results from this 
year’s survey are based on 
the answers from 140 Ver-
mont businesses polled in 
January. The non-scientific 
survey was sent to approx-
imately 1,200 Vermont 
small and medium-sized 

businesses (75% had fewer 
than 25 employees), accord-
ing Jennifer Krause, mar-
keting director for Davis & 
Hodgdon.

“Although not a scientific 
survey we are confident in 
the results. Whenever you 
get over 100 responses the 
results are pretty reliable, 
we felt good about the accu-
racy,” Krause said.

Sixty-nine percent of 
the respondents reported 
that difficulty in finding 
qualified employees is a 
“top three” problem for 
them, compared to 57.2% 
who said so in 2016. Thir-
ty-seven percent placed 
high Vermont taxes on their 
top three list compared to 
57.2% in the 2016 survey. 
High property taxes is a 
major concern for 27.3% 
of the 140 respondents 
and 14.3% said a proposed 
increase in the minimum 
wage is a major problem for 
them. (Vermont lawmakers 
have passed legislation that 
would increase the current 
$10.78 minimum wage to 
$12.55 by 2022. Republican 
Gov. Phill Scott vetoed the 
legislation; the Senate has 
voted to override, but the 
House had not yet voted at 

By GORDON DRITSCHILO 

STAFF WRITER

The Board of Aldermen 
may be ready to prefer a 
solar site.

Board of Aldermen Pres-
ident Sharon Davis said 
Thursday that the Commu-
nity and Economic Devel-
opment Committee had 
voted Wednesday to recom-
mend the full board grant 
developer Joe Giancola a 
“preferred solar site” desig-
nation for a 199.8-kw solar 

array he plans to build on a 
River Street property.

The designation was cre-
ated by the state to allow 
municipalities to encour-
age solar development on 
better-suited properties 
and discourage them on 
worse-suited ones. It has 
no bearing on the project’s 
approval, but does make it 
eligible for a higher rate on 
the net-metered electricity. 
Giancola said the rate is 
needed to make the project 

economically viable.
The board effectively 

denied the designation to 
a project planned last year 
by Charles Coughlin, who 
owns the local McDonald’s 
restaurants as well as Cen-
tral Vermont Motorcycles. 
The board held extensive 
discussions in executive 
session before declining to 
act on Coughlin’s request, 
and no public explanation 

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

The local solid waste dis-
trict will refund $150,000 to 
its member towns.

Mark Shea, district man-
ager of the Rutland County 
Solid Waste District, said in 
an interview Thursday the 
$150,000 is a budget surplus 
accumulated over a period 
of years. He said the district 

Board of Supervisors voted 
to refund the surplus to 
member towns based on 
their populations.

According to draft min-
utes of the board’s Dec. 4 
meeting, five board mem-
bers voted “yes” to refund 
the surplus, while four 
voted “no.”

Voting “yes,” according 
to the draft minutes, were 

Tim Gilbert, of Castleton, 
Bill Gillam, of Rutland City, 
Bob Bixby, of Clarendon, 
Larry Taggart, of Ira, and 
Clint Wooley, of Mount 
Holly.  Voting “no” was 
Gabe McGuigan, of Bran-
don, Carrie Dougherty, of 
Proctor, Paul Donaldson, 
of Poultney, and Nancy 
Gaudreau, of Pittsford.

Shea said the crux of the 

debate as to how to handle 
the surplus was essentially 
between those who thought 
it best to provide some 
rate-relief to member towns, 
and those who thought it 
would be better to save it 
for future capital expenses.

“This is a once-in-a-life-
time thing, I think,” he 
said. “We’ve done well with 
being fiscally conservative 

and watching our pennies.”
Shea said he has recom-

mended that towns use 
their surplus refunds on 
infrastructure and mainte-
nance, as these elements 
don’t get cheaper over time.

The checks only just 
went out, according to 
Shea, meaning not all town 
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Steve Tyl gives customer Jacob Waldron, of Brandon, a haircut late Thursday afternoon at Henry’s Barber Shop on Williams Street in Rutland City.

AFTERNOON CUT

Richard Gauthier, at 
center, shakes hands with 
new Rutland City police 
officer Daniel Blanchard 
Jr. at the Vermont Police 
Academy graduation in 
Pittsford in November.

FILE PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

JOSH KUCKENS / STAFF PHOTO

A black-capped chickadee finds its balance on a branch in Calais recently.

FINDING BALANCE

See Academy, page  A5

See Refund, page  A5

See Business, page  A5 See Solar, page  A5

Equal rights
The U.S. House OK’s a mea-
sure removing a deadline for 
state ratification and reopens 
the process to amend the 
Constitution to prohibit gen-
der bias.   A10 


