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New York State
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Hoops battle
Springfield girls basketball 

tops Otter Valley 62-52.                                             

                                     B1

Deep freeze
Dennis Jensen offers up 

some lessons learned 

about ice fishing.  C4

Risky moves
When we withdraw from 

Syria, we will be sending 

a message that is not in 

our interest.  C5

Irish wave
A new Irish music wave 

heads to Vt. next weekend 

with the Dublin-based 

band Lankum: Dublin Folk 

Miscreants.  D1
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By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

A Vermont Supreme Court deci-
sion released Friday will allow a 
black man who argued that a 2014 
traffic stop in Wallingford violated 
his civil rights to sue the state.

Gregory Zullo, 25, who was living 
in Rutland at the time, was stopped 
by Trooper Lewis Hatch in Wall-
ingford. Hatch, who was dismissed 
from the Vermont State Police 
in 2016, said he stopped Zullo 
because his registration sticker was 

partially obscured by snow.
Hatch ordered Zullo to step 

out of the car. Zullo agreed and 
allowed Hatch to search his person, 
according to the Vermont Supreme 
Court decision. Zullo declined to 
allow Hatch to search his car.

Hatch seized the car so it could 
be searched. While Hatch would 
not drive Zullo back to Rutland, he 
offered to take him to a service sta-
tion or call someone to give Zullo a 
ride, but Zullo declined and walked 
back to Rutland.

Hatch testified he had seized the 
car based on a faint smell of mari-
juana but a search of the car found 
nothing criminal.

Zullo filed a lawsuit in Rutland 
civil court against the state in Sep-
tember 2014, arguing that his rights 
had been violated because of the 
stop, the order to leave the car, the 
seizure of the car and the search 
of the car.

The civil court, however, ruled 
in favor of the state, finding that 
Hatch’s actions had not violated 

Article 11 of the Vermont Consti-
tution, which protects Vermonters 
from unreasonable search and 
seizure.

The Vermont Supreme Court 
decision, written by Justice Harold 
Eaton Jr., concludes that the state 
can be held responsible and sued 
for damages based on the actions 
of a state employee.

“The common-law doctrine 
of sovereign immunity does not 

State liable after VSP search
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Mark Gibeault, of Clarendon, takes his fat bike out for a ride at Pine Hill Park in Rutland on a sunny Friday afternoon.

Delegation prepares for session
By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

One of the first orders of busi-
ness when the Rutland County 
delegation arrives at the new leg-
islative session next week will be 
committee assignments.

“Some years are quicker than 
others,” said Republican Brian 
Collamore, who is now the senior 

senator for Rutland County. “The 
committee on committees tries to 
be as equitable as they can. With 
only six Republicans (in the Sen-
ate) this year, their challenge is 
more than if there were 10 of us.”

Collamore said the Senate lead-
ership is trying to put at least one 
Republican on each of the 11 Sen-
ate committees. Collamore and the 

other incumbents reached Friday 
said they hope to maintain their 
current committee assignments. 
One of the delegation’s freshman, 
Rep. William Notte, R-Rutland City, 
said he hopes to get a seat on the 
House Judiciary Committee.

“After spending the last several 
years attending the RutStat meeting 
at the Rutland Police Department 

and chairing the Public Safety 
committee, I felt like this was in my 
wheelhouse for hitting the ground 
running,” the former city alderman 
said.

Notte said that experience has 
given him a “ground-level” per-
spective and that he believes some 

OUT ON THE TRAIL

Deer harvest 
sets a record

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

The numbers aren’t all in 
yet, but so far it looks as if 
Vermont deer hunters had 
a successful season.

Deer Project Manager 
Nick Fortin said Thursday 
that hunters shot 18,845 
deer across the state’s var-
ious hunting seasons, the 
most taken since 2000.

In Vermont there’s an 
archery season, a youth sea-
son, rifle season and muz-
zleloader season. Archers 
this year shot 3,980 deer, 
young hunters took 1,341 
during the two-day youth 
season, rifle users shot 
7,458, while those using 
a muzzleloader got 6,066 
deer, according to figures 
released by the Vermont 
Fish & Wildlife Department.

A hunter who has shot a 
deer has to report it at one 
of the state’s many check 
stations. Most of these are 
businesses such as sporting 
goods stores or shops. For-
tin said it can take a while 
before all of these places 
send their  data to the 

department, meaning the 
final count won’t be final 
until later in February.

Fortin said anecdotally 
he’s heard that the deer 
harvested tended to be 
older and larger than in 
years past. Most hunters 
only record a deer’s weight 
and the number of points 
on its antlers if it has any. 
They’re also asked to mail 
to the department deer 
teeth to help determine 
age.

For several years, a score 
or so of the state’s desig-
nated check stations have 
been staffed by biologists 
who record more data than 
usual, giving the state a 
picture of the health of the 
deer herd as well as its size. 
Fortin said the data from 
these stations hasn’t been 
analysed yet, but will be in 
time for the final harvest 
report available in February.

According to the depart-
ment, 900 deer were exam-
ined by biologists during 
the youth and rifle seasons.

Shutdown could be long

By CATHERINE LUCEY 

and LISA MASCARO

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

W A S H I N G T O N  — 
President Donald Trump 
declared Friday he could 
keep parts  of  the gov-
ernment shut down for 
“months or even years” as 
he and Democratic leaders 
failed in a second closed-
door meeting to resolve 
his demand for billions of 

dollars for a border wall 
with Mexico. They did 
agree to a new round of 
weekend talks between staff 
members and White House 
officials.

Trump met in the White 
House Situation Room with 
congressional leaders from 
both parties as the shut-
down hit the two-week mark 
amid an impasse over his 
wall demands. Democrats 

emerged from the roughly 
two-hour meeting, which 
both sides said was con-
tentious at times, to report 
little if any progress.

T h e  s t a n d o f f  a l s o 
prompted economic jitters 
and anxiety among some in 
Trump’s own party. But he 
appeared in the Rose Gar-
den to frame the upcoming 
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Muzzleloader season 
sees 6,066 animals taken

‘Months or even years,’ president says
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Federal contractor Chris Erickson paints his bathroom Friday in North Salt Lake, Utah. 
Erickson says he’ll run out of vacation days if the shutdown continues. 
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