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“This is a time to 

take a hard look at 

the uncomfortable 

truth that lurks in 

American history. A 

truth that surfaces 

when injustice is so 

blatant.”

Alis Hedlam, Op-ed, A4

Urging calm
George Floyd’s brother, 

Terrence Floyd, urged pro-

testers not to commit acts of 

violence in his family’s name.  

  A8

Rest home deaths
Federal health authorities 

have received reports of 

nearly 26,000 nursing 

home residents dying from 

COVID-19, according to 

materials prepared for the 

nation’s governors.  B2

Check it out online at 
www.rutlandherald.com/archive
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back to the fi rst 

edition in 1794

DMV to open some services

Free food program helps farmers

Trump threatens military 
force to stop protesters

City Aldermen 
discuss future 
parking plans

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — Residents will 
soon be able to again take tests 
to get their driver’s licenses as 
the state continues to open back 
up during the novel coronavirus 
pandemic.

At his regular Monday news 
conference, Gov. Phil Scott said 

he plans to announce later this 
week more timelines to re-open 
the state’s economy. The governor 
said those plans, depending on the 
data, will likely include a timeline 
for indoor dining at restaurants to 
resume.

According to the state Depart-
ment of Health, there were two new 
cases in Vermont of the virus that 

causes COVID-19. That total is now 
983. The death toll remains 55.

But Scott didn’t have to wait 
to announce the Department of 
Motor Vehicles will start offering 
more services. Starting Monday, 
residents could take their learner’s 
permit tests online at dmv.vermont.
gov. Those who pass will receive 
their permit in the mail in three 

weeks. This does not apply for 
those seeking to drive motorcycles 
or commercial vehicles.

Wanda Minoli, commissioner of 
the DMV, said starting June 8, the 
department will resume offering 
driver’s license exams.

M i n o l i  s a i d  t h o s e  a t  t h e 

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

CLARENDON — The 
state and its partners are 
getting better at distribut-
ing food to those left low on 
income by the COVID-19 
pandemic.

“We know we have 3,000 
gallons of Thomas Dairy 
milk,” said Kim Williams, 
c o m m u n i t y  o u t r e a c h 

coordinator for Vermont 
Foodbank, on Monday 
at the Rutland Southern 
Vermont Regional Airport, 
where as of 9:30 a.m. 170 
cars were waiting in line 
to be loaded with food by 
members of the Vermont 
National Guard. “Usually 
every single one of those 
gallons is given out. To 
start, we’re giving out two 

gallons of milk per family. 
We give out 25 pounds of 
produce from Black River 
Good Neighbors.”

The event was scheduled 
to run from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. At one point, orga-
nizers said 300 vehicles were 
in line.

On May 15, Vermont 
b e g a n  i m p l e m e n t i n g 
the Farmers to Families 

Food Box Program, a U.S. 
Department of Agriculture 
program aimed at doing 
two things, giving farmers 
somewhere to sell what 
they produce, and getting 
food to people who need 
it. According to the Ver-
mont Foodbank, the Abbey 
Group was awarded a bid 
by the state to handle the 
distribution of food.

The schedule for future 
food distribution events 
can be found on Vermont 
Foodbank’s website at bit.
ly/0601Food.

“I feel like over the past 
few weeks it’s gotten better,” 
said Williams. “Communi-
cation and people waiting 
have been big things, and 

By DARLENE SUPERVILLE

and AARON MORRISON

ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent Donald Trump threat-
ened on Monday to deploy 
the United States military 
unless states quickly halted 
the violent protests that 
have convulsed cities from 
coast to coast, speaking in 
the White House Rose Gar-
den as tear gas canisters 
could be heard exploding 
just a block away.

Trump said he was rec-
ommending that governors 
deploy the National Guard 

in sufficient numbers to 
“dominate the streets.” 
If governors fail to take 
action, the president said, 
he will mobilize “thousands 
and thousands” of U.S. sol-
diers and “quickly solve the 
problem for them.”

“We have the greatest 
country in the world,” the 
president declared. “We’re 
going to keep it safe.”

Minutes before Trump 
began speaking, police and 
National Guard soldiers 
began aggressively forcing 

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

A downtown business 
owner maintains the city’s 
parking ordinance isn’t 
being enforced.

I van  Rochon, 
of  Des jardins 
Rochon Jew-
e l e r s ,  w e n t 
to the Board 
of Aldermen 
Monday ask-
ing for help in 
keeping down-
town employees 
f r o m  t a k i n g  u p 
on-street parking — a recur-
ring issue that resulted in 
the board passing a 3-hour 
parking limit several years 
ago.

“The number one reason 
people don’t go downtown 
is they can’t find a parking 
spot,” Rochon said. “I’ve 
been fighting this for years. 
... I see the same cars every 
day and so does our parking 
enforcement officer.”

Rochon stressed that he 
wasn’t asking the board to 
do anything but enforce 
the laws it already has on 
the books.

“It won’t cost a penny,” he 
said. “It’ll actually bring in 
revenue. ... Green Moun-
tain Power, they buy their 
employees passes (to the 
downtown parking deck). 
There’s  one person at 
Green Mountain Power 
who parks out front. If 
he got ticketed, he would 

move on.”
While the board was 

broadly sympathetic to 
Rochon, the aldermen 
engaged in a 25-minute 

argument about what, 
if anything, they 

could or should 
do for him.

Alderwoman 
M e l i n d a 
H u m p h r e y 
quickly made a 
motion to refer 

the request to 
the Public Safety 

Committee, but Alder-
woman Sharon Davis said 
there were several layers 
Rochon should go through 
before the issue arrived at 
the board’s doorstep. She 
said Rochon’s concern was 
with the officer responsible 
for monitoring downtown 
parking, and as such should 
be directed to the police 
commission. She said she 
also saw this is an issue of 
communication with down-
town businesses, which she 
said was the Downtown 
Rut land Partnership’s 
responsibility.

Alderman William Gillam 
echoed that position.

“The Board of Alder-
men does not enforce the 
rules,” he said. “We make 
the rules.”

Rochon said he had spo-
ken to the chairman of the 
police commission and to 

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

Vermont National Guard members work with Agency of Transportation employees and Civil Air Patrol members to load food items into the cars of Vermont-
ers during a Vermont Foodbank Farmers to Families Food Box Program at Rutland-Southern Vermont Regional Airport in Clarendon on Monday morning.
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By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

Voices — virtual and oth-
erwise — have been raised 
around the state over the 
killing of George Floyd at 
the hands of Minneapolis 
police.

As large protests around 
the country were held, 
demonstrations in Vermont 
— in Burlington, Benning-
ton and Montpelier late 
last week and elsewhere 
in the state this week — 
proceeded peacefully and 
often with the support of 
local police and public 
officials.

Rachel  Siegel ,  exec-
u t i ve  d i rec tor  o f  the 

Vermonters react to killing 
of Minneapolis man

PHOTO BY MICHAELA MILLIGAN

A protester at the gathering in Burlington on Saturday afternoon.
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