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 Track Record of Getting Things Done 

Leadership and Experience
Focus on Economic Development and Jobs  Transparency and trust in City Hall

 Support Public Safety Offi cials, Police, & Fire   Infrastructure Is Key

Candidates make their cases

Apartment community proposed

Mayoral candidates 
talk first 60 days

By JIM SABATASO

STAFF WRITER

Seven candidates are vying for 
three seats on the Rutland City 
Board of School Commissioners 
this Town Meeting Day.

Incumbents Matthew Olewnik 
and Charlene Seward are joined by 
challengers Kam Johnston, Marisa 
Kiefaber, Tricia O’Connor, Steph-
anie Stoodley and Anna Tadio. 

Commissioner Joanne Pencak 
chose not to seek re-election.

Kam Johnston
Johnston, who previously served 

one term on the board before los-
ing a bid for re-election last year, 
said he is running again because he 
wants to finish the job he started. 
In particular, he wants to keep 
working to reorganize the pension 

board, calling for the creation of 
a dedicated professional to helm 
the body composed of members 
of the School Board and Board of 
Aldermen.

Johnston said he believes his 
experience dealing with the pub-
lic as a former computer trainer, 
as well as his inquisitive nature 
and lack of ego make him a good 
commissioner.

“I think the best thing that I 
bring to the School Board is just 
as an individual that doesn’t really 
want to express themselves in a 
way that brings attention to them-
selves,” he said. “I would rather be 
the workhorse rather than the show 
horse.”

In addition to the pension board, 

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

A Massachusetts developer wants 
to build a five-building, 260-unit 
apartment community off Middle 
Road, behind the John Deere 
dealership.

Two people from the John Flat-
ley Company, Doug Richardson, 
vice president of planning and 

acquisitions, and Kevin Walker, 
vice president of engineering and 
construction, talked over the pro-
posal last Thursday with the town’s 
Planning Commission.

Richardson said that the process 
for applying for an Act 250 permit 
will begin soon.

“So we’re looking at five build-
ings, there’s 260 units. There would 

be approximately 400 parking 
spaces, and what we’d like to do is 
cluster the parking individually to 
each building, so there’s not a great 
distance to walk,” he said. “Also, we 
have a separate circulation road 
individual from the parking areas; 
that cuts down on the traffic speed-
ing through the parking zones. In 
the center of this you can see is the 

club house, pool and tennis court.”
The site they intend to purchase 

for the project is 182 acres, how-
ever, only 14 acres will be devel-
oped with the rest being used, 
potentially, for walking trails.

The project is aimed at young 
professionals and “empty nesters,” 

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

Candidates for mayor outlines 
their plans for their first 60 days 
this week.

Six of the seven candidates par-
ticipated in a forum organized by 
Chamber and Economic Devel-
opment of the Rutland Region 
and were asked what they would 
do during their first two months 
in office.

Alderman Chris Ettori said he 
would create a COVID advisory 
group of business and health lead-
ers as well as an advisory group on 
“diversity, equity and inclusion.” 
He said he would also review the 
city’s contract with the Rutland 
Redevelopment Authority.

“I think it’s all about setting that 
foundation,” he said. “Making 

sure I’m meeting the right peo-
ple, inviting the right people in, 
making those connections and 
advocating for the city.”

Kathleen Krevetsky said she 
would start collecting data, talking 
to city employees about their 
issues. She said it was possible 
there would be a number of new 
leaders in the city come March.

“I think what we’re going to 
need to do is learn how to work 
together,” she said. “We’ll need 
some kind of training program 
there.”

Krevetsky also said one of her 
first acts as mayor would be to end 
the fluoridation of city water.

Kam Johnston objected to 
the question, calling 60 days an 
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Linus and Artie were enjoying a play date at a local dog park on Monday morning.
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Lydia Bodette, along with her two children, Grayson and Everly, were out 
shopping for a camper on Monday morning.
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Sports
Bellows Falls native Mike 

Brown has done it all, from 

writing his own book to 

covering games to umpiring 

games.  B1

Health
Studies show noise-gen-

erated stress is bad for the 

heart and brain. But pandem-

ic-induced shutdowns and 

social distancing have led 

to substantially less noise 

generated by human activity.  

                                       B6

RUTLAND CITY BOARD OF SCHOOL COMMISSIONERS

See School board, page  A7

See Forum, page  A7

See Units, page  A7
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Somewhere in 

Rutland history is an 

article about you, a 

relative or a friend 

playing high school 

sports. Or an ad for 

a place that brings 

back good memories.

Or an event you were 

connected to. Use this 

archive to remember 

the past and learn 

about our history. 


