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Cortney Peck wants her 
dog back.

The dog in question, an 
18-month-old British bull-
dog named Otis, ran away 
after getting spooked by 
fireworks when Peck was vis-
iting friends on Durgy Hill 
Road in West Rutland. Peck, 
who is from Castleton origi-
nally but now lives in Fram-
ingham, Massachusetts, has 
been looking for Otis since 
and has offered a $2,000 
reward for his return.

Peck said she got Otis 
when he was 2 months 
old from a dog breeder in 
Massachusetts.

“He doesn’t have papers 
or anything,” she said. “He’s 
super friendly. He loves 
dogs, loves people, loves 
breakfast — it’s his favorite 
word. ... He’s a really fun 
dog. He smiles a lot. He 
can’t swim, but he loves 
water. He likes to lie down 
in the stream. He doesn’t 
chase other animals — at 
least he hasn’t before this. 
He might now — he’s prob-
ably hungry.”

She said the fireworks 
spooked Otis, and he ran 
into the woods.

“I tried to follow him into 
the woods, but it was dark,” 
she said. “I don’t know 
these woods, so I only got 
so far. The next day I woke 
up at 5:30 and walked the 
woods all the way to the 
power plant.”

Peck said she searched on 
her own and with help from 
numerous friends. She used 
a paid service that puts out 
Amber alert-style calls to 
phones in an area where a 
dog has gone missing and 
hired a dog tracker whom 
she now feels took her for 
a ride.

“I  gave him a lot  of 
money, and then he left,” 
she said, adding she is now 
working with a different 
tracker who seems more 
qualified.

She said they are plan-
ning to do more searching 
in the woods, because the 
new tracker said Otis would 
be more likely to hide there 
when scared. She said she 
also heard reports of sight-
ings in Rutland, and that it 
was also possible someone 
has Otis at their house.

Peck said anyone who 
sees Otis should not try to 
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“We believe that 

we proceeded 

appropriately. ... We did 

what we did because 

we wanted to see 

Epstein go to jail. That 

was the focus.”

U.S. Secretary of Labor Alex 
Acosta defending his Florida 
prosecution a decade ago of 
child-sex trafficker Jeffrey 
Epstein, which resulted in 
a 13-month work-release 

sentence. — B8

Brandishing
A city man is charged 

after an incident in which 

he allegedly brandished a 

shotgun at the home of his 

ex-girlfriend.  A3

‘Active threats’
The Trump administration 

outlined threats to U.S. elec-

tions as it briefed Congress 

on Wednesday.  A6

Saturday
GAME OF THRONES

Living vs. Dead Masquerade Party. 

For one night, Wilson Castle will 

transform into Winterfell. $20-$30, 

9 p.m.-2 a.m. Wilson Castle, W. 

Proctor Road, Proctor, angelarcwns@

yahoo.com, 345-5904.
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Rutland is halfway through the 
transition to new water meters and 
Public Works Commissioner Jeffrey 
Wennberg said it is going smoothly 
— mostly.

The city is replacing all 6,200 
meters as it converts to a new sys-
tem similar to electric “smart grids” 
that will allow the Department of 

Public Works and users to more 
precisely track water usage. The 
city has contracted with Fathom 
Water Management to provide the 
system. As of Friday, Wennberg said 
they had completed 3,037 and were 
expecting to be done by the end of 
October.

The most mysterious hiccup 
involves a city resident getting more 
than 100 notices about changing 

the meter at a building she no lon-
ger owns. Val Fothergill said she 
just sold the property last month, so 
she would not have been shocked 
by getting one notice about it, but 
was surprised to receive, by her 
count, 169.

“I was excited when I first saw 
them,” she said. “I thought I was 
invited to 160 parties, but to no 
avail.”

More odd, she said, was that 
while all the cards had her street 
address and the name of the hold-
ing company through which she 
owned the property, many of them 
were addressed to towns outside 
Rutland. Some were nearby, like 
Killington and Clarendon, but 
one was addressed to Spokane, 

ROBERT LAYMAN / STAFF PHOTO

Triston Irish, of Bethel, leaps off a ledge into the White River in Stockbridge on Wednesday afternoon.

Summer series to begin Friday
By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

A series of street festivals 
that later this month will fea-
ture the likes of O-Town and 
Aaron Carter kicks off this 
Friday.

Friday Night Live will see 
Center Street in the city 
closed to traffic from 5 to 
10 p.m. so people can enjoy 
music, food and games, said 

Nikki Hindman, marketing 
and events coordinator for 
the Downtown Rutland 
Partnership.

“At this first one, we have 
Love and Theft — they’re 
an American country band, 
very popular on the radio, 
they just put out a new sin-
gle called ‘Angel Eyes,’” said 
Hindman in a Wednesday 
interview. “Logan Riesterer 

is performing at 7:30 p.m. 
as a supporting act. We are 
completely full for this, street 
vendor-wise, that’s very excit-
ing for this year, so we’ll have 
cotton candy, we’ll have out-
door dining, this will be TASO 
On Center’s first year joining 
us with outdoor dining at their 
location because they’re new. 
We have Mission City Church 
returning with the bouncy 

house, we’ll have Mexican 
food, your standard American 
food. We’ll have barbecue, 
Hop’n Moose will be outside, 
creemees, there’s a little bit of 
everything for everyone at this 
point.”

New this year to the event 
is the location of the main 
stage. Hindman said it’ll be 
near the intersection of Cen-
ter Street and Merchants Row. 

Previously it had been at “The 
Pit,” the parking lot at the 
corner of Center and Wales 
streets.

“So we’re hoping in this 
new spot, it’s raised up, 
everybody is going to see it 
all the way down the street 
and it’s going to create a 
more dynamic experience,” 

A FLYING LEAP

Program offering passport 
to tour Vermont libraries

By SARAH ASCH

CORRESPONDENT

Rutland Free Library has 
jail cells in the basement. 
This is one of the fun facts 
the library’s staff shares with 
visitors who stop in as part 
of the Passport to Vermont’s 
Libraries summer program.

After a one-year hiatus, 
the Vermont Library Asso-
ciation has revived the pro-
gram and is challenging 

people to visit as many 
libraries as possible between 
June 1 and Sept. 1. The 
child, young adult and adult 
who manage to visit more 
of the state’s 183 public 
libraries than anyone else 
will each win a prize.

Je s samyn Wes t ,  who 
created the passport pro-
gram at the VLA, said it is 
designed to remind people 
that libraries are free and 

open to all. This mission is 
perhaps especially relevant 
in Vermont, which has 
more libraries per capita 
than any other state.

West wants everyone to 
feel comfortable at their 
l ibrary,  and hopes the 
revamped program will 
increase participation. 
This is the first year that 
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Elizabeth Soulia, assistant librarian at Maclure Library in Pittsford, stamps a passport 
Tuesday afternoon.
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