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“Significant progress 

has been made (in 

the opioid crisis). But 

lives are still being 

lost; families are 

being destroyed; and 

the effects are  

being felt across 

every demographic 

living in Vermont.”

Editorial, A4

Talent show
“Rutland’s Got Talent,” the 

new iteration of a Rutland 

tradition, is looking to 

audition a few good acts for 

the show, singers, dancers, 

acrobats.   

  A7

Sunday
BENEFIT  FOR GMC

Join GMC’s Killington Section for 

an afternoon of fun and music by 

Extra Stout. Talk trail with fellow 

hikers and enjoy specials benefiting 

GMC. 4-7 p.m. Inn at Long Trail, 

Sherburne Pass, Route 4, Killington, 

mrsgorp@gmail.com.

By KATE BARCELLOS

STAFF WRITER

On Wednesday evening, 
PEG-TV hosted a pre-elec-
tion forum for nine candi-
dates running for the Board 
of Aldermen to talk about 
how they would work to 
improve the city.

Tom Donahue, executive 

director of BROC-Commu-
nity Action in Southwestern 
Vermont, moderated. After 
giving a shout-out to West 
Rutland resident Jim Mum-
ford for his heroic efforts 
saving a man from a burn-
ing vehicle Friday evening 
in Rutland, Donahue asked 
each of the candidates 

present what they’re pas-
sionate about.

Two of the candidates, 
newcomer Jacqueline Fleck 
and incumbent William Gil-
lam, were absent.

Chris  Ettori ,  who,  i f 
elected, would enter his 
third term on the board, 
said he cared most about 

developing Rutland eco-
nomically, and developing 
the rental market to protect 
landlords’ investments is a 
priority.

Melinda Humphrey, fin-
ishing up her sixth year on 
the board, helped found 
Rutland Young Profession-
als, serves as a girls youth 

hockey coach, is a charter 
member of the NAACP and 
along with being a licensed 
foster parent is working 
with the Rutland Regional 
Marketing initiative as a red 
carpet concierge.

She works as an analyst 

Hopefuls seek way ahead

House, Senate advance PFAS bills
By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

A bill is working its way through 
the state Senate that would further 
regulate PFAS chemicals, mainly in 
drinking and surface waters.

Per- and polyfluoroalkyl sub-
stances (PFAS) have been found 
in wells in Clarendon and North 

Bennington. There are about 5,000 
PFAS chemicals, but the state has so 
far focused on five.

According to the bill, S.49, PFAS 
are artificial chemicals that have 
been around since the 1950s, and 
are byproducts of the manufac-
turing process. In Clarendon, the 
contamination is believed to have 

come from firefighting foam used 
once at the Rutland-Southern Ver-
mont Regional Airport, while in 
North Bennington the chemicals 
are believed to be from old Teflon 
manufacturing operations.

S.49, as it reads now, would 
require the Agency of Natural 
Resources to adopt a maximum 

contamination level for PFAS 
under the Vermont Water Supply 
Rule. This is a process the agency 
has already begun, said ANR Dep-
uty Secretary Peter Walke, adding 
that the bill gives the agency a time-
line for doing so.

Access TV faces 
new challenges

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — Pub-
lic access officials say the 
industry is facing problems 
from multiple sides.

The officials sat down 
Wednesday with the Ver-
mont House Committee on 
Energy and Technology to 
discuss the issues the indus-
try faces.

K e v i n  C h r i s t o p h e r, 
president of the Vermont 
Access Network, told the 
committee public access 
channels exist to not only 
give the public the means to 
produce their own content, 
but also to cover municipal 
meetings in order to create 

a link between residents 
and their local govern-
ments. Christopher said 
there are 25 public access 
providers around the state.

He said private cable 
providers use public rights 
of way to run their lines 
in order to conduct their 
business. In exchange, he 
said, those providers are 
required by federal law to 
provide certain public ben-
efits, such as giving public 
access organizations the 
ability to use their channels.

Lauren-Glenn Davitian, 
executive director of the 
Center  for  Media  and 
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Seven-year-old Jonah Maxwell, right, and his brother Reid, 5, check their scores during Pizza Bowl at the Rutland Bowlerama on Wednesday. 
The bowling alley offers the event on weekdays during school vacations from 10 a.m. to noon.

KEEPING TRACK

By WILSON RING

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

MONTPELIER — The 
Vermont House began 
d e b a t i n g  a  p r o p o s a l 
Wednesday that would 
guarantee a woman’s right 
to an abortion if the U.S. 

Supreme Court overturns 
Roe v. Wade, the signature 
decision that legalized abor-
tion across the country.

The bill  in Vermont, 
among the most liberal 
states in the country, comes 
as abortion is being debated 

by a number of state legis-
latures. Amid concerns 
that a conservative-leaning 
high court could overturn 
Roe, several Democrat-con-
trolled states have acted to 

House debates abortion bill

Rep. Ann Pugh, 
D-South Burlington, 
chairwoman of the 
House Committee 
on Human Services, 
introduces H.57, a bill 
preserving the right to 
abortion, on the House 
floor Wednesday in 
Montpelier.

JEB WALLACE-BRODEUR /  
STAFF PHOTO

ALDERMEN CANDIDATE FORUM
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Nine of the 11 candidates for the Rutland City Board of Aldermen debate at PEG-TV studio in the Howe Center on Wednesday. Left to right, Tom Depoy, 
Christopher Ettori, Melinda Humphrey, Rebecca Mattis, Matthew Merritt, moderator Tom Donahue, Lisa Ryan, Robert Schlachter, Matthew Reveal and 
Dan White.
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