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“If their defense costs 

and settlement costs 

are greater than their 

membership fees, 

it could be a death 

spiral.”

Jeffrey Schwartz, a New 
York-based bankruptcy expert, 
commenting on a new wave of 
sex-abuse accusations against 
Boy Scouts of America. — B8

Sanctuary city
Montpelier’s mayor, Anne 

Watson, says the Capital 

City would rise to accept 

immigrants sent there should 

President Trump’s tweeted 

threat come to pass.  A3

Today
A WRITE NOW!

Series brings together writers 

and artists of various genres to 

discuss their creative process. 

Guest speakers: author Yvonne Daley 

and columnist Jim Sabataso. 6:30-

8:30 p.m., $15, Sparkle Barn, 1509 

Route 7, Wallingford.

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

A Clarendon woman who 
told police she fell asleep 
while driving in Pawlet in 
2015, left her lane and hit 
and killed a New York vet-
erinarian, was sentenced on 
Tuesday to serve six months 
on home confinement.

Kathleen E. King, 25, 
pleaded guilty in January 
in Rutland criminal court 
to a misdemeanor charge of 
negligent driving.

K ing  was  dr i v ing  in 
Pawlet, near the border of 
Vermont and New York, 
around 3:40 p.m. Sept. 7, 
2015. When she left her 

lane, King’s vehicle hit a 
bicycle ridden by Robert 
Andrew Agne, 54, of Gran-
ville, New York.

Agne was pronounced 
dead at the scene.

King was treated for 
minor injuries at Rutland 
Regional Medical Center 
after the crash.

On Tuesday, Naomi Ross, 
a victims’ rights advocate in 
the Rutland County State’s 
Attorney’s office, read let-
ters from Agne’s wife and 

sister, sharing the impact of 
losing Agne, whose specialty 
was equine podiatry.

Carrie Agne, Robert’s 
wife, wrote of his skill with 
horses,  which she said 
resulted in consulting jobs 
across the United States and 
in countries such Dubai and 
Japan.

But she also talked about 
what Agne was like as a 
person.

“In his quiet way, Bob 
managed to touch so many 

lives as to warrant a global 
impact with his passing. He 
was the embodiment of all 
things right and good and 
true. Never have I met a per-
son who encompassed such 
tolerance, thoughtfulness, 
resolve, kindness, compas-
sion, selflessness, honesty, 
integrity and gentleness as 
my husband. His deep love 
for horses and their welfare 
is unsurpassed. He always 

Woman’s term: Home arrest
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Dennis Sweat, of Lowell Landscaping, lays brick around the Civil War monument in Brandon on Tuesday afternoon.

Woes beset town transfer station
By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

BRANDON — The company 
that manages the town’s transfer 
station says a conversation needs 
to happen regarding who pays for 
what at the facility.

Stephanie Elnicki, spokeswoman 
and administrator for Earth Waste 

and Metal, the company that leases 
and operates the town transfer sta-
tion at 61 Corona St., said Tuesday 
the main issue at the station is that 
the scales don’t work.

“This year, I said I’m starting to 
see a loss of income,” she said. “I 
have customers who are turned 
away or who elect to go elsewhere 

because they have large loads of 
(construction and demolition 
debris), and we don’t have a scale 
that can accommodate it, so we 
have to do a measure of yardage.”

Many prefer their waste be 
weighed, not measured, she said.

Elnicki said her company pays 
monthly rent to the town to operate 

the transfer station, while the town 
retains ownership over the land, 
buildings and equipment. The 
lease is renewed every five years, 
Elnicki said. When it came time 
to renew in 2017, Elnicki said, she 
notified the town that the scales 
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Gregory Knapp, co-owner of Upstate Discount Warehouse, stands in his business’ new 
location at Diamond Run Mall at the former JCPenney space in Rutland on Tuesday.

PATH TO CIVILITY

Bourgoin 
faces trial, 
foreclosure

By MIKE DONOGHUE

CORRESPONDENT

BURLINGTON — A 
mortgage company has 
begun foreclosure pro-
ceedings against a Williston 
man, who is going on crim-
inal trial next week on five 
counts of second-degree 
murder for a fiery car crash 
that killed five central Ver-
mont teenagers.

PHH Mortgage Corp. 
filed a foreclosure com-
plaint against Steven D. 
Bourgoin, Anila M. Law-
rence and the Hamlet 
Homeowners Association 
for the condominium at 
103 Madison Drive in Wil-
liston, Vermont Superior 
Court records show.

Bourgoin, who grew up 
in Rutland, has pleaded not 
guilty to the five homicide 
charges. Jury selection is 
scheduled to begin on Mon-
day in Vermont Superior 
Court in Burlington. The 
trial could last four weeks.

The s ta te  mainta ins 

Bourgoin, 38, was speeding, 
driving the wrong on Inter-
state 89 in Williston and 
had high levels of THC in 
his blood when he crashed 
his vehicle into a Volkswa-
gen killing the five Mad 
River Valley teens about 
11:55 p.m. Oct. 8, 2016.

PHH said the couple had 
an unpaid principal balance 
of $153,013 as of Feb. 25, 
court records show.

Bourgoin, in a handwrit-
ten note to the civil court 
last month, said “unfortu-
nately at this time” he is 
being held without bail at 
the Northwest State Correc-
tional Facility pending his 
trial. He said he was unable 
to contest some claims or 
file a counterclaim because 
he is behind bars.

He wrote the home is 
being used as the primary 
residence for his daugh-
ter and her mother, the 
co-owner, Lawrence, now 

New tenant set for mall
By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

The Diamond Run Mall 
will have a new tenant come 
June 1.

Gregory Knapp, co-owner 
of Upstate Discount Ware-
house, said a lease agree-
ment with the mall was 
signed in February, and 
he’ll review job applica-
tions this week. He said 
the store is going into the 
space formerly occupied by 
LaFlamme’s Furniture and, 

before that, JCPenney.
Upstate Discount Ware-

house got its start seven 
years ago in Whitehall, New 
York, said Knapp, a Fair 
Haven native. He said his 
business partner, Moham-
mad Bilal, is from Castleton.

He plans to hire between 
10 and 12 people at the 
Rutland location, he said. 
Originally, the site was only 
going to be a sorting ware-
house for the Whitehall 
store, but Knapp and Bilal 

realized they’d be able to 
sell items out of Diamond 
Run as well.

It’s a big upgrade for the 
company, Knapp said. The 
store in Whitehall is 10,000 
square feet, while the Rut-
land store covers 50,000 
square feet.

T h e  s t o r e  d e a l s  i n 
unwanted inventory from 
other retailers, said Knapp. 
Items are screened for 

BRANDON, OPERATOR AT ODDS

See Store, page  A5

See Brandon, page  A5

AFTER DRIVING FATALITY

2015 crash took life of 

New York veterinarian

See Fatality, page  A5

WRONG-WAY CRASH CASE

See Foreclosure, page  A5


