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Allaire wins third term

Alderman race sees tied vote

City schools 
budget passes

By GORDON DRITSCHILO
STAFF WRITER

David Allaire won a third term as 
mayor of Rutland Tuesday, finish-
ing at the head of the largest pack 
in city history.

According to unofficial results 
from the city clerk’s office, Allaire 
took 1,356 votes, coming in ahead 
of the strongest of his six challeng-
ers, Alderman Chris Ettori, who 
finished with 1,018.

None of the other challengers 
came close. Alderman Sam Gor-
ruso, a late entry into the race, 

finished third with 561 and political 
newcomer Matthew Godnick Sea-
ger came in fourth with 481.

Allaire ran on his record and 
said Tuesday night that his record 
carried him through.

“I think this reaffirms that people 
are satisfied with the way the city is 
going and my leadership,” Allaire 
said.

Allaire said he was unfazed by 
the fact that he did not win a clear 
majority.

“It’s always going to happen 
with a field this big,” he said. “I’m 

absolutely elated at the results and 
grateful to the voters of the city.”

Allaire said he was surprised at 
the relatively low turnout, though 
he said he expected the cold 
weather was a factor.

“Traditionally, higher turnouts 
are when the city’s embroiled in 
some sort of ruckus,” he said. “This 
tells me, for the most part, people 
are pretty happy with the way things 
are going. They could always be 
better, and we’re going to work on 
that.”

Ettori, who offered a variety of 

plans for economic development 
in the city, said he came close, but 
“not close enough.”

“Obviously, I’m disappointed 
that I didn’t win, but the mayor 
has been in politics for 20 years, 
has developed a strong and loyal 
following, and they came out and 
supported him,” he said.

Ettori said it would have been 
“a different sort of race” with a 
narrower field.

“With just me and Dave, it 

By GORDON DRITSCHILO
STAFF WRITER

The Board of Aldermen 
has four new members, but 
it was unclear who one of 
them was Tuesday night.

On a night that David 
Allaire retained the may-
or’s office, Katie Langlois 
became the new city asses-
sor and the budget passed, 
the 17-person race for six 
seats appeared to show a tie 
for sixth place as the results 
were tallied. City Clerk 
Henry Heck said he was 

unsure how to resolve it.
“We would have to do a 

recount,” Heck said shortly 
after adding up results from 
the city’s four wards. “What 

that means is ... I’ll have to 
investigate with the secre-
tary of state in the morn-
ing. ... I’ve never had a tie 
before. It’ll be interesting.”

Newcomer Devon Neary 
led the pack with 1,583 
votes. Second place went to 
Alderman Tom DePoy with 
1,429. Alderman William 
Gillam came in third with 
1,340. Carrie Savage came 
in fourth with 1,315. Mike 
Doenges took fifth place 
with 1,156.

The sixth seat remained 
in question, with John 
A t w o o d  a n d  T h o m a s 
Franco coming in behind 
Doenges with 1,122 votes.

“I’m not surprised it was 

a close race,” Franco said. “I 
think history will tell when 
there are this many candi-
dates, it comes down to not 
many votes. I am surprised 
it was a tie.”

Franco and Atwood — 
along with Savage, Neary 
and Doenges — were part 
of a slate of like-minded 
calling themselves “Rut-
land Forward.” Franco said 
whether he joins the board 
or not, he’s glad to see so 

By JIM SABATASO
STAFF WRITER

Despite efforts to scuttle 
it, voters showed their sup-
port for the Rutland City 
Public Schools budget this 
Town Meeting Day.

The nearly $58 million 
budget with $16,900 in 
education spending per 
equalized pupil passed by a 
vote of 1,892 to 1,614.

While the budget is down 
around $800,000 from the 
current year, spending per 
equalized pupil is up 6.7%.

The vote caps off several 
months of contentious com-
munity debate following the 

board’s decisions to retire 
the Raider name and arrow-
head logo last October and 
officially adopt the Ravens 
as the district’s new mascot 
last month.

The budget became a tar-
get for those upset over the 
board’s decision. According 
to Board Chairwoman Ali-
son Notte in an interview 
last month, the budget 
contains no new money 
for mascot rebranding. She 
explained the board has yet 
to establish a “formalized 
process” for the change and PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

Tiffini Patterson votes Tuesday afternoon at Christ the King School’s polling site Tuesday 
afternoon in Rutland City along with her 7-year-old son Lincoln.
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Rutland City Mayor David Allaire and challenger Chris Ettori pose for a photo on Tuesday afternoon while campaigning at the Godnick Center on Town 
Meeting Day. Allaire swept all four Rutland city wards to win a third term as mayor. Ettori came in second. 
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See more stories and town 
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around Rutland County and 
the region, inside.  A3, A5
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