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“I was ... incredulous 

that the U.S. 

government chose 

to remove an 

ambassador based, as 

best as I can tell, on 

unfounded and false 

claims by people with 

clearly questionable 

motives.” — B6

Ousted U.S. ambassador to 

Ukraine Marie Yovanovitch.

Trail blazing
Some Vermont ski areas 

are finding ways to stay 

independent, bucking the 

industry trend of consoli-

dation.  B4

Getting colder
With fall in full swing and 

winter approaching, there 

is a list of tasks that must 

be completed to maintain 

a healthy garden.  C1

Showtime
The Carpenters Tribute 

Concert, starring Sally Ol-

son and Ned Mills, comes 

to Brandon Town Hall on 

Friday, Oct. 18.  D1
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Drive-by was ‘unsettling’

Wolk in his shoes

Building a bigger barn

Vt. opposes 
murder charge 
dismissal

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

Rut land  Ci t y  Po l i ce 
Chief Brian Kilcullen said 
Wednesday that members 
of the police department 
and the community came 
together in response to 
the shots fired at the Wales 
Street police station on 
Tuesday morning.

“We stress the importance 
of officer safety all the time. 
Typically when we talk 
about officer safety, it’s in 
the context of responding 
to calls for service, kind of 
outside the station. While 
the building is secure, 
this is certainly nothing 
that we would expect. It’s 
something that’s a little 

unsettling, I should say,” he 
said.

The police station is 
used as working space for 
the trained officers of the 
city police department, but 
Kilcullen pointed out the 
department also has many 
civilian employees who 
“really are the front lines 
for anyone coming through 

the station.” He said they 
were the most affected by 
the shots being fired at the 
station.

The people  d irec t l y 
affected will be required to 
seek counseling, which will 
be provided by the depart-
ment, Kilcullen said.

According to Kilcullen, 
there was a dispatcher and 

a couple of police officers 
in the building at the time.

“As I said, it’s a little 
unsettling because I think 
the department and the 
building, to some extent, 
represents the safety and 
security of the entire city 
and for this to happen at a 

By KATE BARCELLOS

STAFF WRITER

It’s been 20 years since David 
Wolk sat in his old job and his 
return will bring some changes 
to schools and to the district, 
including moving Rutland Middle 
School Principal Deb Hathaway 
to the administrative building for 
a support staff role and moving 
math teacher Pati Beaumont into 
the principal’s office.

Hathaway has accepted a position 
as grant writer and project manager 
at the district, as which Wolk said 
she’ll be instrumental in analyzing 
data and exploring new opportu-
nities for programs, funding and 
project development.

“(She has) served as principal 
in two elementary and middle 
schools for a total of more than 15 
years,” Wolk said of Beaumont in a 
letter sent home to parents Friday. 

“Her background in leading for 
academic excellence, in a team 
problem-solving format, will benefit 
Rutland Middle School.”

And now, Wolk is settling into 
his once and future role, getting to 
know the systems, learn the ropes 
and understand the challenges 
facing youth in Rutland.

“At first, my heart said yes and my 
head said no,” Wolk said of accept-
ing the position. “But it was hard 

to resist the temptation to come 
back and try to make a difference. 
... The challenges, which turn in 
opportunities, are greater than 
they were 20 years ago.” Former 
superintendent, commissioner of 
Education, senator, teacher, prin-
cipal and president of Castleton 
University, Wolk said coming back 
to his old job and meeting all of the 

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

B R A N D O N  —  B a r n 
Opera is getting a bigger 
barn.

“We were selling out all 
of our performances and 
people weren’t able to get 
tickets,” said Russ McCo-
lman, technical director 
for Barn Opera, a recently 
formed nonprofit under 
the auspices of the Compass 
Music and Arts Foundation. 
“It became obvious we just 
needed a bigger venue.”

Joshua Collier, artistic 
director of Barn Opera, said 
the group has been staging 
opera performances in a 
barn owned by the founda-
tion for the past few years. 
The barn there can seat 
about 60. The new barn, 
just over the Sanderson 
Covered Bridge on Pearl 
Street, will be able to hold 
120.

Collier said in a Friday 
interview that if all goes 
well, the new barn will be 
ready to host operas by May.

The project went before 
the town’s Development 
Review Board on Sept. 10. 
Collier said the DRB has 
yet to release a decision. 
Meanwhile there’s an Act 
250 hearing scheduled for 
7 p.m. Oct. 23 at Town Hall.

“It’s in need of some 
repair and maintenance,” 
said McColman. “What 
we’re trying to do is shore 
up the outside, which we 
certainly can do before we 

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

Rutland County State’s 
Attorney Rose Kennedy is 
asking the local criminal 
court  not  to dismiss  a 
murder charge against 
a Mount Tabor woman 
and let the jury make that 
decision instead.

P e g g y  L e e  S h o r e s , 
53, of Mount Tabor, was 
a r ra igned  in  Rut l and 
criminal  court  in Feb-
ruary 2017 on a felony 
charge of second-degree 
m u r d e r  a f t e r  p o l i c e 
accused her of shooting 
and killing her husband, 
David Shores, 54, in their 
home in December 2016.

Last month, Shore’s’ 
attorney, Steven Howard, 
filed a motion asking the 
court to dismiss the mur-
der charge against  his 
client.

Howard’s motion was 
based on the findings of 
a forensics expert working 
for Shores’ defense. The 
forensic consultant, Chris-
topher Robinson,  pre-
pared a one-page report 
that said he concluded 
David Shores “died as a 

result of self-inflicted gun-
shot wound to the chest.”

The state responded 
this week with a request 
that Shores’ motion be 
denied.

The state’s response, 
submitted by Kennedy 
a n d  Tr a v i s  We a v e r,  a 
Rutland County Deputy 
State’s Attorney, repeats 
the state’s theory of the 
case. While Peggy Shores 
told police her husband 
was holding a gun, fell 
and  acc identa l l y  shot 
h imse l f ,  the  response 
said evidence gathered 
by the Vermont medical 
examiner and Vermont 
State Police officers who 
investigated the shooting 
conc luded that  Dav id 
Shores could not have 
been holding the gun.

Kennedy ’s  re sponse 
cites the Vermont standard 
for ruling on a motion to 
dismiss, which includes 
the description that the 
evidence should be “taken 
in the light most favorable 
to the state and excluding 
modifying evidence.”

JEB WALLACE-BRODEUR / STAFF PHOTO

A crew of volunteers from the National Life Group carve more than 100 pumpkins Friday in preparation for Saturday’s Enchanted Forest event 
in Montpelier’s Hubbard Park. The annual celebration explores the mystery of nature with theater, storytelling, wagon rides, candlelit trails and 
more on a magical walk through the park and runs from 3 to 8 p.m.

PUMPKIN CARVERS GET BUSY

One month in, new Rutland superintendent lays out plans

BRANDON’S LOCAL OPERA COMPANY

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

Technical director Russ McColman, left, and artistic director Joshua Collier stand for a 
photo outside the new barn for the Barn Opera on Pearl Street in Brandon on Friday morn-
ing. They plan to renovate the barn during winter to start producing shows in summer.
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