
Inn under fire
Rutland Town Select Board 

votes to cite Holiday Inn for 

violations culminating in a 

boiler room gas explosion in 

September.  A3

Space flight
SpaceX rocket launch 

scrubbed because of sketchy 

weather was to have been 

the first space flight launch 

from U.S. soil in nearly a 

decade.  A8

SUBSCRIBER

OF THE DAY WINNER

PRISCILLA 

STUERNAGEL

 Wells

CALL 802-479-4040 

TO CLAIM YOUR PRIZE

  LOTTERY

  CONNECT

  SPOTLIGHT

 www.rutlandherald.com ◆ thursday, may 28, 2020 ◆ Volume 160 • numBer 65 $1.00

Weather A2

Editorial A4

Obituaries A6

Sports B1

Business B2

Comics B3-4

Crossword B3-4

Horoscope  B3-4

Scene B5

Marketplace B6

Television B7

  INDEX

  WEATHER

  ONLINE

 � MAY 27, 2020 DRAWS
Midday: 7-1-1 and 8-8-6-7
Evening: 9-5-2 and 6-5-6-8
New York State
3-6-5LS14 and 6-5-8-7 LS26

 � SUBSCRIBE
www.RutlandHerald.com
800-498-4296

 �NEWS TIPS
news@rutlandherald.com
802-774-3026

Insta

High 85

Low 65

Like us on Facebook 
to enjoy Rutland 
Herald videos and 
podcasts: facebook.
com/rutlandherald

Check it out online at 
www.rutlandherald.com/archive

Rutland Herald 

archives online 

back to the fi rst 

edition in 1794

Good numbers, but no win yet

RRMC faces $14 million shortfall

Pair marks 60 blissful years 

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — While the 
state continues to trend in the right 
direction in response to the novel 
coronavirus pandemic, Gov. Phil 
Scott isn’t ready to declare victory.

At his regular Wednesday news 
conference, the governor noted 
he’s been “turning the spigot,” or 
opening the economy back up, 

since mid-April. He said two weeks 
ago he took his largest turn, allow-
ing manufacturing and construc-
tion to return at full capacity.

“That makes this week an import-
ant time to look closely at the data,” 
Scott said.

And the data continues to look 
good. According to the state 
Department of Health, four new 
cases of the virus were reported 

Wednesday, bringing the total in 
the state to 971. There has not 
been an additional death so that 
number remains 54.

The governor said as a result, 
he’s ready to take more steps. He 
didn’t go into detail, but Scott said 
Friday he expects to give a time 
frame for additional close-contact 
businesses to start back up again, 
such as cleaning services and gyms. 

He also plans to announce the 
amount of people who can gather 
together will be increased from 10 
to 25.

Scott said overnight summer 
camps should also expect some 
guidance for reopening Friday. The 
governor said, depending on the 
data, indoor dining at restaurants 

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

Rutland Regional Med-
ical Center administrators 
are expecting a loss of up to 
$14 million as result of the 
pandemic, and may have to 
cut up to 45 full-time posi-
tions, according to Claudio 
Fort, president and CEO of 
the hospital.

Some changes to hospital 
operations are estimated to 

continue for 18 months to 
two years unless a vaccine 
or treatment for COVID-19, 
the disease caused by the 
novel coronavirus, becomes 
available.

O n  Tu e s d a y ,  F o r t 
appeared in a video posted 
to YouTube, explaining 
that administrators were 
trying to develop a budget 
they could bring to their 
own board of directors in 

June and, if approved, to 
the Green Mountain Care 
Board on July 31.

Among the ideas being 
considered are the reduc-
t ion  o f  pos i t ions .  On 
Wednesday, Fort said if that 
idea moves forward, it could 
affect about 50 employees 
because some of the posi-
tions cut may be part-time.

Other ideas include a 
reduction in overtime, a 

change in the hospital’s 
contribution to retirement 
plans, and a freeze for all 
employees’ wages for a 
year. If the union, which 
represents licensed nurses, 
agrees to the freeze, the sav-
ings is expected to be about 
$1.8 million.

Fort said the hospital’s 
administrators are working 
to offset an expected loss of 
about $6 million, because 

RRMC, like other Vermont 
hospitals, was not allowed 
to perform elective proce-
dures and testing, and $8 
million from the hospital’s 
investments in the stock 
market. The losses are esti-
mated, based on current 
trends, to be about $14 mil-
lion by the end of RRMC’s 
fiscal year on Sept. 30.

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

While Vermonters con-
tinue to self-quarantine, 
t ime goes on bringing 
birthdays, holidays and 
anniversaries that inspire 
different kinds of celebra-
tions even when the event 
is as big a milestone as the 
60th wedding anniversary 
today of Rutland’s Norman 
and Thelma Fontaine.

Thelma, 88, said they met 
in Burlington while working 
at Marcell Motor Express, a 

business that has since shut 
down, in Burlington. Their 
first date may not have 
happened under the most 
romantic circumstances, as 
she told it.

“He came to my house 
so I could do his income 
taxes. Then he took me out 
to dinner, and so on and so 
forth and that was it,” she 
said.

Thelma added, Norman, 
87, “never did pay me for 
my income tax work.”

Norman said he knew 

she was the woman for him 
because he “just could not 
stay away from her, so I 
decided to marry her.”

Thelma retired in 1988 
from her job as an accoun-
tant, while Norman retired 
in 1995 from his job as a 
truck driver.

When they were first 
married, they lived in Bur-
lington but then moved to 
Keene, New Hampshire, 
before coming back to 

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

A flock of sheep graze in a verdant green pasture at the Laughing Child Farm in Pawlet on Wednesday afternoon.

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

Rutland City Fire and Police Departments respond to a two-vehicle crash on Lincoln 
Avenue around 5:30 on Wednesday afternoon in Rutland City that sheared off a 
telephone pole.

SHEEP IN THE MEADOW

TWO-VEHICLE CRASH

SCOTT PRESS BRIEFING

See COVID, page  A3

See 60th, page  A7

See RRMC, page  A8

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — A key 
legislative committee has 
embraced a multiple-choice 
approach to plugging a 
now-anticipated $133 mil-
lion hole in the state’s edu-
cation fund and, as prom-
ised, one of the choices 
won’t be raising property 
taxes beyond the levels that 
were projected before the 
COVID-19 crisis hit.

It took some last-minute 
refinements, and theirs 
won’t be the final word, 
but members of the House 
Ways and Means Commit-
tee coalesced behind the 
proposal during a pair of 
virtual sessions this week.

Though two members 
were missing from the after-
noon session, Rep. Janet 
Ancel, D-Calais, chair of the 
influential committee, said 
the otherwise unanimous 
decision sent as clear a sig-
nal as possible to school dis-
tricts, including several that 
are readying to vote, and in 
some cases re-vote, budgets 
for the coming school year.

“It’s going to make a 

big difference,” Ancel pre-
dicted on Tuesday. “Partic-
ularly for those towns that 
are about to vote this is 
actually going to be a big 
deal to have this (legisla-
tion) moving.”

O f  p a r t i c u l a r  n o t e , 
according to Ancel, is the 
absence of any additional 
reliance on the property tax 
to address a shortfall that 
is still well north of nine 
figures despite trending in 
the right direction in recent 
weeks.

Earlier estimates sug-
gested the funding gap 
could be as wide as $167 
million and while $133 mil-
lion sounds a bit better, it’s 
still $133 million.

The anticipated shortfall 
is tied to tanking revenues 
generated by consump-
tion taxes in a Vermont 
economy that is still slowly 
reopening amid the ongo-
ing pandemic.

While short on specifics, 
the bill passed by the com-
mittee includes options that 
range from a federal bailout 

STATE EDUCATION FUND

Panel keeps ‘no 
property tax 
hike’ pledge

See Ed Fund, page  A7


